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Greetings, Friends!
“My God is not like that!” I clearly remember sitting in church and hearing our Pastor share from his heart about the
true character of our Heavenly Father. “My God is merciful to all, and would not keep someone alive through the ceaseless
ages of eternity just to torture them.” Over and over, through the course of his sermon, our pastor emphatically stated, “My
God is not like that!” when sharing some point of commonly held belief about hell that was not Biblical.
I left church that day with a new understanding of God’s great love—for all, even those who choose against Him. While
He cannot save those who don’t choose Him, neither does he prolong their life to torture them. Having been raised with
the Biblical understanding of death and hell, I was familiar with the doctrine. The message that Sabbath showed me the
character of a merciful God who was behind the doctrine I knew and believed.
Satan’s work is to discredit God’s character, His existence, and His love. The idea of a God delighting in the ceaseless
suffering of His children is enough to make one an infidel. Satan delights to see these misrepresentations of God’s character
being spread as the Gospel—God’s messengers trying to intimidate by fear in order to gain converts to Christianity. God
wants our service, but only from a heart motivated by love—not fear. His heart is pained when He sees people believing a
lie about His character,
In this issue of Hope for you, we share the Biblical view of hell and eternal punishment. May these words give you
a deeper understanding of God and His character of mercy, justice, and love. We have such a sure foundation of truth. I
am so thankful that we serve a righteous God—our Father—Who is “not willing that any should perish, but that all should
come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).

Blessings,
The Hope International Team
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O that each...would appreciate the value of the
soul that has been purchased at infinite cost on
Calvary! O that each one would place a proper
estimate upon the capabilities that have been given
him of God! Through Christ you may climb the ladder
of progress, and bring every power under the control
of Jesus.... In spirit, in thought, in word, and in
action, you may make manifest that you are moved
by the Spirit of Christ, and your life may wield a
power of influence over others.
—E. G. White
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Words of Inspiration

by E. G. White
In the midst of Eden grew the tree
of life, whose fruit had the power
of perpetuating life. Had Adam
remained obedient to God, he would
have continued to enjoy free access
to this tree and would have lived
forever. But when he sinned he was
cut off from partaking of the tree of
life, and he became subject to death.
The divine sentence, “Dust thou art,
and unto dust shalt thou return,”
points to the utter extinction of life.
Immortality, promised to man on
condition of obedience, had been
forfeited by transgression. Adam
could not transmit to his posterity
that which he did not possess; and
there could have been no hope for
the fallen race had not God, by
the sacrifice of His Son, brought
immortality within their reach.
While “death passed upon all men,
for that all have sinned,” Christ “hath
brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel.” Romans 5:12;
2 Timothy 1:10. And only through
Christ can immortality be obtained.
Said Jesus: “He that believeth on
the Son hath everlasting life: and he
that believeth not the Son shall not
see life.” John 3:36. Every man may
come into possession of this priceless
blessing if he will comply with the
conditions. All “who by patient
continuance in well-doing seek for
glory and honor and immortality,”
will receive “eternal life.” Romans 2:7.

The only one who promised Adam
life in disobedience was the great
deceiver. And the declaration of the
serpent to Eve in Eden--”Ye shall
not surely die”--was the first sermon
ever preached upon the immortality
of the soul. Yet this declaration,
resting solely upon the authority of
Satan, is echoed from the pulpits of
Christendom and is received by the
majority of mankind as readily as
it was received by our first parents.
The divine sentence, “The soul that
sinneth, it shall die” (Ezekiel 18:20), is
made to mean: The soul that sinneth,
it shall not die, but live eternally. We
cannot but wonder at the strange
infatuation which renders men so
credulous concerning the words of
Satan and so unbelieving in regard to
the words of God.
Had man after his fall been allowed
free access to the tree of life, he would
have lived forever, and thus sin
would have been immortalized. But
cherubim and a flaming sword kept
“the way of the tree of life” (Genesis
3:24), and not one of the family of
Adam has been permitted to pass
that barrier and partake of the lifegiving fruit. Therefore there is not an
immortal sinner.
But after the Fall, Satan bade
his angels make a special effort to
inculcate the belief in man’s natural
immortality; and having induced the
people to receive this error, they were
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to lead them on to conclude that the
sinner would live in eternal misery.
Now the prince of darkness, working
through his agents, represents God
as a revengeful tyrant, declaring that
He plunges into hell all those who
do not please Him, and causes them
ever to feel His wrath; and that while
they suffer unutterable anguish and
writhe in the eternal flames, their
Creator looks down upon them with
satisfaction.
Thus the archfiend clothes with
his own attributes the Creator and
Benefactor of mankind. Cruelty is
satanic. God is love; and all that He
created was pure, holy, and lovely,
until sin was brought in by the first
great rebel. Satan himself is the
enemy who tempts man to sin, and
then destroys him if he can; and when
he has made sure of his victim, then
he exults in the ruin he has wrought.
If permitted, he would sweep the
entire race into his net. Were it not
for the interposition of divine power,
not one son or daughter of Adam
would escape.
Satan is seeking to overcome
men today, as he overcame our first
parents, by shaking their confidence
in their Creator and leading them to
doubt the wisdom of His government
and the justice of His laws. Satan
and his emissaries represent God as
even worse than themselves, in order
to justify their own malignity and

rebellion. The great deceiver endeavors to shift
his own horrible cruelty of character upon our
heavenly Father, that he may cause himself to
appear as one greatly wronged by his expulsion
from heaven because he would not submit to so
unjust a governor. He presents before the world
the liberty which they may enjoy under his mild
sway, in contrast with the bondage imposed by
the stern decrees of Jehovah. Thus he succeeds in
luring souls away from their allegiance to God.

be learned and even honest men, but they are
deluded by the sophistry of Satan. He leads
them to misconstrue strong expressions of
Scripture, giving to the language the coloring
of bitterness and malignity which pertains to
himself, but not to our Creator. “As I live, saith
the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death
of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from
his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil
ways; for why will ye die?” Ezekiel 33:11.

How repugnant to every emotion of love and
mercy, and even to our sense of justice, is the
doctrine that the wicked dead are tormented
with fire and brimstone in an eternally burning
hell; that for the sins of a brief earthly life
they are to suffer torture as long as God shall
live. Yet this doctrine has been widely taught
and is still embodied in many of the creeds
of Christendom. Said a learned doctor of
divinity: “The sight of hell torments will exalt
the happiness of the saints forever. When they
see others who are of the same nature and born
under the same circumstances, plunged in
such misery, and they so distinguished, it will
make them sensible of how happy they are.”
Another used these words: “While the decree
of reprobation is eternally executing on the
vessels of wrath, the smoke of their torment will
be eternally ascending in view of the vessels of
mercy, who, instead of taking the part of these
miserable objects, will say, Amen, Alleluia!
praise ye the Lord!”

What would be gained to God should we
admit that He delights in witnessing unceasing
tortures; that He is regaled with the groans
and shrieks and imprecations of the suffering
creatures whom He holds in the flames of hell?
Can these horrid sounds be music in the ear of
Infinite Love? It is urged that the infliction of
endless misery upon the wicked would show
God’s hatred of sin as an evil which is ruinous
to the peace and order of the universe. Oh,
dreadful blasphemy! As if God’s hatred of sin is
the reason why it is perpetuated. For, according
to the teachings of these theologians, continued
torture without hope of mercy maddens its
wretched victims, and as they pour out their
rage in curses and blasphemy, they are forever
augmenting their load of guilt. God’s glory is
not enhanced by thus perpetuating continually
increasing sin through ceaseless ages.
It is beyond the power of the human mind to
estimate the evil which has been wrought by the
heresy of eternal torment. The religion of the
Bible, full of love and goodness, and abounding
in compassion, is darkened by superstition and
clothed with terror. When we consider in what
false colors Satan has painted the character of
God, can we wonder that our merciful Creator is
feared, dreaded, and even hated? The appalling
views of God which have spread over the world
from the teachings of the pulpit have made
thousands, yes, millions, of skeptics and infidels.

Where, in the pages of God’s word, is such
teaching to be found? Will the redeemed in
heaven be lost to all emotions of pity and
compassion, and even to feelings of common
humanity? Are these to be exchanged for the
indifference of the stoic or the cruelty of the
savage? No, no; such is not the teaching of the
Book of God. Those who present the views
expressed in the quotations given above may
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The theory of eternal torment is one of the false doctrines
that constitute the wine of the abomination of Babylon, of
which she makes all nations drink. Revelation 14:8; 17:2.
That ministers of Christ should have accepted this heresy
and proclaimed it from the sacred desk is indeed a mystery.
They received it from Rome, as they received the false
sabbath. True, it has been taught by great and good men; but
the light on this subject had not come to them as it has come
to us. They were responsible only for the light which shone
in their time; we are accountable for that which shines in
our day. If we turn from the testimony of God’s word, and
accept false doctrines because our fathers taught them, we
fall under the condemnation pronounced upon Babylon; we
are drinking of the wine of her abomination. ...

Giver; they hate God because they know that He abhors
their sins. The Lord bears long with their perversity; but the
decisive hour will come at last, when their destiny is to be
decided. Will He then chain these rebels to His side? Will
He force them to do His will?
Those who have chosen Satan as their leader and have
been controlled by his power are not prepared to enter the
presence of God. Pride, deception, licentiousness, cruelty,
have become fixed in their characters. Can they enter
heaven to dwell forever with those whom they despised
and hated on earth? Truth will never be agreeable to a liar;
meekness will not satisfy self-esteem and pride; purity is not
acceptable to the corrupt; disinterested love does not appear
attractive to the selfish. What source of enjoyment could
heaven offer to those who are wholly absorbed in earthly
and selfish interests?

God has given to men a declaration of His character and
of His method of dealing with sin. “The Lord God, merciful
and gracious, long-suffering and abundant in goodness
and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity
and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear
the guilty.” Exodus 34:6, 7. “All the wicked will He destroy.”
“The transgressors shall be destroyed together: the end of
the wicked shall be cut off.” Psalm 145:20; 37:38. The power
and authority of the divine government will be employed to
put down rebellion; yet all the manifestations of retributive
justice will be perfectly consistent with the character of God
as a merciful, long-suffering, benevolent being.

Could those whose lives have been spent in rebellion
against God be suddenly transported to heaven and witness
the high, the holy state of perfection that ever exists there,-every soul filled with love, every countenance beaming with
joy, enrapturing music in melodious strains rising in honor
of God and the Lamb, and ceaseless streams of light flowing
upon the redeemed from the face of Him who sitteth upon
the throne,--could those whose hearts are filled with hatred
of God, of truth and holiness, mingle with the heavenly
throng and join their songs of praise? Could they endure
the glory of God and the Lamb? No, no; years of probation
were granted them, that they might form characters for
heaven; but they have never trained the mind to love purity;
they have never learned the language of heaven, and now it
is too late. A life of rebellion against God has unfitted them
for heaven. Its purity, holiness, and peace would be torture
to them; the glory of God would be a consuming fire.
They would long to flee from that holy place. They would
welcome destruction, that they might be hidden from the
face of Him who died to redeem them. The destiny of the
wicked is fixed by their own choice. Their exclusion from
heaven is voluntary with themselves, and just and merciful
on the part of God.

God does not force the will or judgment of any. He takes
no pleasure in a slavish obedience. He desires that the
creatures of His hands shall love Him because He is worthy
of love. He would have them obey Him because they have
an intelligent appreciation of His wisdom, justice, and
benevolence. And all who have a just conception of these
qualities will love Him because they are drawn toward Him
in admiration of His attributes.
The principles of kindness, mercy, and love, taught and
exemplified by our Saviour, are a transcript of the will and
character of God. Christ declared that He taught nothing
except that which He had received from His Father.
The principles of the divine government are in perfect
harmony with the Saviour’s precept, “Love your enemies.”
God executes justice upon the wicked, for the good of the
universe, and even for the good of those upon whom His
judgments are visited. He would make them happy if He
could do so in accordance with the laws of His government
and the justice of His character. He surrounds them with
the tokens of His love, He grants them a knowledge of His
law, and follows them with the offers of His mercy; but they
despise His love, make void His law, and reject His mercy.
While constantly receiving His gifts, they dishonor the

Like the waters of the Flood the fires of the great day
declare God’s verdict that the wicked are incurable. They
have no disposition to submit to divine authority. Their will
has been exercised in revolt; and when life is ended, it is
too late to turn the current of their thoughts in the opposite
direction, too late to turn from transgression to obedience,
from hatred to love.
—Selected from the book,
The Great Controversy
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Words of Health

The Miraculous Renewing Power of Clay
by Dr. Kaye Olson, ND
Clay has the power to miraculously renew your health.
More than likely, you have never considered clay as
something that you would take to improve your health.
However, we believe that you will be completely convinced
by the end of this article that clay is the answer for your
health!

the average American’s grocery cart! The air we breathe,
the air your children are breathing, is filled with many
toxins including carbon monoxide, lead, ash, hydrocarbons,
nitrogen dioxide, sulfur oxides, insecticides, herbicides,
dust from fertilizers and pesticides, acid rain vapors, and
we won’t even address the chem trails that lace the skies!

We have thousands of satisfied clay users, including
everyone on the Hope for Health staff. Daily we receive
testimonies from people who are currently taking the clay.
A few of the adjectives we hear most often are: astonishing,
fabulous, glorious, amazing, marvelous, and miraculous.

So, even if you are planting your own organic garden, the
air is filled with toxins that you can’t control. During the
average 10-minute shower, the human body absorbs the
same amount of chlorine as if you drank 20 GALLONS of
tap water!

Clay can be taken by ANYONE: children of any age, adults
of any age, pregnant woman, and we have many people
who even give clay to their pets!

It is estimated that 50 million Americans have been
poisoned by radioactive radon or radium from their tap
water. EVERY day over 3 BILLION gallons of untreated
sewage, industrial waste, and toxic runoff water are
discharged into U.S. waters!

“Why should I take the clay?” You may be thinking,
“What are some of the benefits?”

It is evident from these disturbing facts that we need to
do all we can to help our body to detoxify and stay healthy.

The clay will remove the toxins that we all pick up from
the air we breathe, the food we eat, and the environment
surrounding us that is filled with pollution, and the
chemicals that seep into every aspect of our lives!

Here are some ways that clay may help you:
1. Clay has the ability to detoxify your body, and pull out
any heavy metals or radiation to which you may have been
exposed.

There are currently over one thousand different
pesticides used on American farmlands. Every day,
hundreds of MILLIONS of pounds of chemicals are dumped
on the soil that is being used to grow your food! The FDA
has warned (the FDA, not Hope for Health), that there are
over 50 different known poisons and toxic substances in

After the Chernobyl Accident in Russia, green clay was
given to people, pets, and livestock to minimize radiation
poisoning. The government put clay into chocolate bars and
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distributed them to the masses to cut down on the effects of
the radiation poisoning. Men who went in after the incident
to investigate had to wear radiation resistant suits. Before
they donned their suits, they were painted with a layer of
clay mud, so that if any radiation made it through the suit,
the clay would absorb it, and they would not be harmed.

of cardiovascular dysfunctions, sleep disorders, kidney
stones, limb numbness, muscle cramps/spasms/twitches,
nervousness, enlargement of bones with scar tissue, dental
issues, and all aspects of women’s health problems.

Symptoms of Magnesium Deficiency:
Anxiety, shortness of breath, weight loss disorders,
birth defects, confusion, mood disorders, women’s issues,
growth failures in babies, infant deaths, cardiovascular
imbalances, sleep disorders/restlessness, and nervousness.

2. Clay may clean out and regenerate your entire
gastrointestinal system. A cleansed colon allows your body
to be better able to receive nutrients from food or from
vitamin and mineral supplements.

Symptoms of Phosphorus Deficiency:

3. Clay restores alkalinity in your body. An acidic condition
in the body is an open invitation for any type of illness to
take root in your body. Upon consumption, clay begins to
restore the natural biological terrain of the entire digestive
and elimination system, including adjusting the pH level.

Weight loss disorders, anxiety, apprehension, bone pain,
difficulty breathing, fatigue, irritability, numbness and
weakness.

Symptoms of Silica Deficiency:
Dry brittle fingernails and hair, poor skin quality, and
poor calcium utilization.

4. When clay is taken internally it finds bacteria, pulls
the bacteria to it (like flies to a fly trap), then pulls it in
like a big round sponge so the bacteria can be excreted
from the body without harming anything on its way out.
Green clay particles are smaller than many bacteria. When
bacteria encounter an environment abundant in clay they
become surrounded by the clay, and embedded in it. The
immediate result is that the bacteria are unable to receive
nourishment and cannot survive. Clay has the power to
attract and either absorb or stimulate the evacuation of
toxic and non-useful elements. As a bacteria-destroying
agent, it can render contaminated water innocuous.

Symptoms of Potassium Deficiency:
Skin problems, cardiovascular issues, edema,
constipation, glucose intolerance, growth retardation,
muscular weakness, mood disorders, fatigue, sleep
disorders, nervousness, respiratory distress, water
retention, mental apathy, and cognitive impairment.

Symptoms of Copper Deficiency:
Hair loss, low red blood cell count, birth disorders,
sadness, skin conditions, diarrhea, fatigue, fragile bones,
cholesterol imbalances, thyroid issues, learning disabilities,
blood sugar imbalances, respiratory problems, white or
gray hair, criminal or violent behavior, rage/explosive
outbursts, sagging tissue (eye, skin, breasts, stomach, etc.),
liver disorders, and back problems.

5. Clay may eliminate parasites, as it is impossible for
the parasites to reproduce and thrive when clay is present.
Clay is an excellent vermifuge, (worm and parasite expeller)
attracting and binding internal parasites and packaging
them for disposal.

In conclusion, we can safely say that mineral deficiencies
may be the cause of ALL our health problems!

6. Other reported benefits of clay include: relief from
chronic constipation, diarrhea, and indigestion, a surge
in energy, clearer complexion, brighter eyes, enhanced
alertness, an emotional uplift, improved tissue and gum
repair, reduced allergy conditions, and a remarkable
improvement in the immune system!

This is a very brief look at clay. If you desire to know
more, Hope for Health would be thrilled to send you an
extensive article that covers every aspect of the Miraculous
Renewing Power of Clay, and we also have a FREE DVD
which gives all the details about using clay internally and
externally.
Call Hope for Health today to receive your copy!

The minerals present in the clay are absorbed (as
needed) into your body. Clay helps to create homeostasis,
in other words, ”If I need it, it supplies it.” If it isn’t needed,
it passes through with no possibility of an “overdose” on
anything that is in the clay. Isn’t that incredible?

Dr. Kaye Olson and the Hope for Health staff are
ready and willing to answer any product or health
questions you may have. We are also happy to consult
with you regarding any diet or lifestyle changes.
Please call 828-649-0278.
If you wish to order or would like a free copy of our
informative catalog, please call, visit our website or
fill out the order sheet at the back of this publication.

If you are suffering from any of the following mineral
deficiency symptoms, please consider the renewing power
of clay.

Symptoms of Calcium Deficiency:
Pain and inflammation, particularly back pain, bone
spurs, and brittle fingernails. Cognitive impairment,
delusions, mood disorders, skin problems, all manner
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“I Will in No Wise Fail Thee”
God is forever true!
His loving changes never,
Though oft and deep thy heart,
Beneath His hand may quiver.
He makes thee to endure,
That faith may be more pure,
And patience steadfast grow:
Thy God is ever true.
God is forever true!
Though grievously it pain thee,
The thorn His wisdom leaves,
His strength will still sustain thee.
His discipline is good,
And all His Fatherhood
Thou yet shalt fully know:
Thy God is ever true.
God is forever true!
The bondage of thy grieving
He will not overdo,
But haste to thy relieving.
He shakes the prison door,
And brings thee forth once more,
And bids thee still to show
That God is ever true.
God is forever true!
He comes to end thy mourning;
Behold the night of woe
His star of peace is burning,
The winds shall, at His word,
Cleanse every stormy cloud:
O, Soul, take comfort now,
Thy God is ever true.
—New York Evangelist
Originally published in The Advent Review, July 18, 1882
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Words of Wisdom

Our God is a Consuming Fire
by F. A. Barnes
The Lord’s presence at the second coming will
be a fiery demonstration such as has never been
witnessed. “Our God shall come, and shall not
keep silence: a fire shall devour before him, and it
shall be very tempestuous round about him.” “The
mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and
the earth is burned at his presence, yea, the world,
and all that dwell therein.” “And to you who are
troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know
not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” “But the day of the Lord will come as
a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall
pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works
that are therein shall be burned up.” Psalm 50:3;
Nahum 1:5; 2 Thessalonians 1:7, 8; 2 Peter 3:10.

“For the Lord thy God is a consuming fire,
even a jealous God.”
“For our God is a consuming fire.”
Deuteronomy 4:24, Hebrews 12:29.

Throughout the Bible we are presented with
descriptions of God, His throne, His presence and
His judgments—all in relation to fire. Fire is an
attribute of God, though we do not generally think
of Him that way.

Many of the prophets in the Bible were given
visions of God’s fiery attributes. For example,
Daniel the prophet was given a vision of heaven and
recorded: “I beheld till the thrones were cast down,
and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was
white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure
wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his
wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and
came forth from before him: thousand thousands
The Lord appeared to Moses in a burning bush,
ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten
but the bush was not consumed. Obviously the sea
thousand stood before him: the judgment was set,
of glass and the throne of God are not consumed by
and the books were opened.” Daniel 7:9, 10.
the fire either. Only that which is not contaminated
John the Revelator saw a very similar scene. with sin can survive the fire of God’s presence. Only
“And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and Moses was allowed to ascend the mountain when
thunderings and voices: and there were seven God appeared to the Hebrews in the wilderness.
lamps of fire burning before the throne, which
“And the sight of the glory of the LORD was like
are the seven Spirits of God.” “And I saw as it were
devouring fire on the top of the mount in the
a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that
eyes of the children of Israel.” Exodus 24:17. The
had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his
glory of the Lord rested so heavily upon Moses
image, and over his mark, and over the number
that he had to veil his face when he approached the
of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the
congregation.
harps of God.” Revelation 4:5; 15:2.
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The two sons of Aaron were destroyed for
misrepresenting God’s glory. “And Nadab and Abihu
died before the LORD, when they offered strange
fire before the LORD, in the wilderness of Sinai.”
Numbers 3:4.

The idea of the final destruction of the wicked in
the lake of fire may be new to some, but it is as old
as the Bible itself, for the Scriptures teach this truth
throughout its sacred pages. Let us examine a few texts
which will help to bring all into focus.

The glory of the Lord is so brilliant that “the moon
shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when
the LORD of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in
Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously.” “And
the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon,
to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and
the Lamb is the light thereof.” Isaiah 24:23, Revelation
21:23.

“For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an
oven; and all the proud, yea and all that do wickedly,
shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn
them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave
them neither root nor branch...And ye shall tread
down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the
soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this, saith
the LORD of hosts.” Malachi 4:1, 3.

Isaiah declares: “The sinners in Zion are afraid;
fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among
us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among
us shall dwell with everlasting burnings? He that
walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that
despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his
hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears
from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from
seeing evil…” Isaiah 33:14, 15. Only the righteous
can stand in the presence of eternal fire or everlasting
burnings, without being consumed; thus the redeemed
are seen by John standing on the sea of glass mingled
with fire (Revelation 15:2). By allowing Christ to abide
in their hearts, sin will have been consumed, enabling
them to stand in the presence of God. They will be
partakers of the Lord’s “glory which shall be revealed
in us” (Romans 8:18).

“For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not
be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and
it shall not be...But the wicked shall perish, and the
enemies of the LORD shall be as the fat of lambs: they
shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away.”
Psalm 37:10, 20.
“The LORD preserveth all them that love Him: but
all the wicked will He destroy.” Psalm 145:20.
“And they went up on the breadth of the earth,
and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the
beloved city: and fire came down from God out of
heaven, and devoured them. … And whosoever was
not found written in the book of life was cast into the
lake of fire.” Revelation 20:9, 15.
“Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn
them; they shall not deliver themselves from the power
of the flame: there shall not be a coal to warm at, nor
fire to sit before it.” Isaiah 47:14.

“And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the
burning fiery furnace.” Daniel 3:23. Even though the
furnace had been heated seven times hotter, the fire did
not harm the three worthies. On the other hand, “the
flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego” (verse 22). Here we see an
illustration of the final fate of the wicked as compared
to the righteous. The wicked will be consumed. “But
the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the LORD
shall be as the fat of lambs: they shall consume; into
smoke shall they consume away.” Psalm 37:20.

Those texts are a description of complete
consumption. Some may argue that these passages
refer not to the soul, but only the body. That argument
can quickly be laid to rest, however, by the straight
testimony of Jesus Himself: “And fear not them which
kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather
fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body
in hell.” Matthew 10:28.
What did Jesus mean when He said some could kill
the body, but not the soul. The soul, the whole makeup
of man (Gen. 2:7)—his personality, his beliefs, his
13

The word perish comes from the Greek word
apollumi, which means, according to Strong’s
Concordance, “to destroy fully.” Bullinger’s Lexicon &
Concordance defines perish as: “to be utterly and finally
ruined and destroyed.” Here we can better understand
the expression, eternal punishment. The second death
in the lake of fire will be the final destruction of the
wicked. They will be utterly destroyed forever with no
chance of life in the future. In other words, there are
only two options: everlasting life or total destruction.

character, as well as his physical being—are all stored
in God’s memory. We think nothing of a computer that
is able to retrieve large documents with pictures, text,
punctuation, color, etc., without missing a single detail.
How much greater is God than a computer? Even the
very hairs of our heads are numbered (Mat. 10:30).
While men may destroy the body of another person,
they cannot wipe out his existence entirely, for he is
stored in God’s memory (during the period of soul
sleep) to be recreated at the resurrection. Every soul
will eventually come forth from the grave, either at the
resurrection of life, or at the resurrection of damnation
(John 5:28, 29).

The doctrine of souls being punished throughout
eternity, as long as time shall last, is not only
unscriptural, but unfortunate as well, for the very
character of God has been distorted by this error.
Everlasting Life or Death?
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Many an infidel arrived at their infidelity because of
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should the doctrine of eternal torment. They question how
a loving God could act so cruel as to punish a soul
not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16.
with the unending torments of fire for billions upon
That is probably the most popular verse in the
billions of years, in exchange for a few short years of
Bible, yet few comprehend all it teaches. Everlasting
disobedience here in this life. Many honest Christians
life means life without end. This will be realized fully
ask the same.
when Jesus Christ returns and this “mortal” puts on
We must allow the Bible to be its own commentary.
“immortality” (1 Cor. 15:54). Immortality is defined
by Webster’s 1828 Dictionary as “The quality of never Only by pulling together all the various texts dealing
ceasing to live or exist; exemption from death and with the subject of hell can we come to a knowledge
annihilation.” Jesus would have all men choose this of the truth. However popular it may be to teach that
the wicked are presently burning in the heart of the
eternal life with Him rather than perish.
earth somewhere, does not make it truth. It is not the
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majority opinion we are after, but the truth of God’s
Word. That word tells us that the wicked will be
devoured by fire, not tormented throughout eternity.
After they are resurrected, Satan will marshal them
together to try to take the Holy City, but instead, they
will suffer the second death.

appears to ascend forever until it is out of sight. The
house, however, is reduced to ashes. The same shall be
with the wicked, as we have seen from a multitude of
scriptures. As for them having “no rest day nor night,”
the context shows that this applies to when they are
worshipping the beast, not when they are burning.

If the objection be raised that Revelation 14:11 says,
“the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and
ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship
the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the
mark of his name,” please note that it is the smoke that
ascends forever. Anyone who has watched a house
burn down can understand this language. The smoke

Our heavenly Father declared, “As I live, saith
the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the
wicked” (Eze. 33:11). If He finds no pleasure in their
death, surely He would find none in tormenting them
for eternity. Our God is a consuming fire! He is also a
God of justice, of love, and of mercy.

“As I live, saith the Lord God,
I have no pleasure in the
death of the wicked;
but that the wicked turn
from his way and live...”
—Ezekiel 33:11
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Words from God

The Fate of the Wicked
7. To what are the wicked in their punishment
compared?

1. What question does Peter ask regarding the wicked?
“For the time is come that judgment must begin at the
house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end
be of them that obey not the gospel of God?” 1 Peter 4:17.

“But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the Lord
shall be as the fat of lambs: they shall consume; into smoke
shall they consume away.” Ps. 37:20.

2. What does the Bible say is the wages of sin?
“For the wages of sin is death.” Rom. 6:23.
“The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” Eze. 18:4.

Consume: “To destroy; as by decomposition, dissipation, waste,
or fire.” —Webster.

Die: “To pass from physical life; to suffer a total and irreparable
loss of action of the vital functions; to become dead; to expire;
perish.” —Webster.

8. How does John the Baptist describe the destruction
of the wicked?
“He that cometh after me is mightier than I, . . . whose fan
is in His hand, and He will thoroughly purge His floor, and
gather His wheat into the garner; but He will burn up the
chaff with unquenchable fire.” Matt. 3:11, 12.

3. What will be the character of this death?
“Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from
the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power.”
2 Thess. 1:9.

9. For whom does Christ say the fire which will finally
Destroy: “To unbuild; to break up the structure and organic destroy the wicked was originally prepared?
existence of; to demolish; to spoil utterly; to bring to naught; to put
an end to; to annihilate.”—Webster.

“Then shall He say also unto them on the left hand, Depart
from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the
devil and his angels.” Matt. 25:41.

4. How complete will be the destruction of the wicked?

NOTE: This fire is called “everlasting” because of the character
of the work it does; just as it is called “unquenchable” because it
cannot be put out, and not because it will not go out when it has
done its work.

“Fear Him which is able to destroy both soul and body in
hell.” Matt. 10:28.

5. What does Christ say will befall those who do not
repent?

10. What will be the result of this punishment?

“Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” Luke 13:3.

“As the whirlwind passeth, so is the wicked no more: but
the righteous is an everlasting foundation.” Prov. 10:25.

Perish: “To be destroyed; to pass away: to become nothing; to be
lost; to waste away; to die.”—Webster.

11. Will any part of the wicked be left?
“For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven;
and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be
stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith
the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor
branch.” Mal. 4:1.

6. How does the apostle Peter say they shall perish?
“But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and
destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand
not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption.”
2 Peter 2:12.
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12. What will then be their condition?

19. When are the wicked dead to be raised to receive
their final punishment?

“For as ye have drunk upon My holy mountain, so shall all
the heathen drink continually, yea, they shall drink, and
they shall swallow down, and they shall be as though they
had not been.” Obadiah 16.

“But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand
years were finished.” Rev. 20:5.

20. Whence will come the fire that will destroy them?

13. Where will the place of the wicked then be?

“And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed
the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came
down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.” Rev. 20:9.

“For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea,
thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be.”
Ps. 37:10.
NOTE: It would be difficult to keep the wicked in eternal torment without any
place for them, even, in which to exist.

NOTE: This is called God’s “strange act” and His “strange work,”-—the
work of destruction. Isa. 28:21. But by this means God will once and forever
cleanse the universe of sin and all its sad results. Death itself will then be at
an end—cast into the lake of fire. Rev. 20:14.

14. Where are both the righteous and the wicked to
be recompensed?

21. To what will this fire reduce the wicked?
“And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes
under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this,
saith the Lord of hosts.” Mal. 4:3.

“Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth:
much more the wicked and the sinner.” Prov. 11:31.

NOTE: The wicked are to be utterly destroyed-—consumed away into
smoke, brought to ashes. Having inseparably allied themselves with sin,
they have forfeited the right to life and an immortal existence, and chosen
the way of death and destruction. By their choice they have proved
themselves worthless. For this reason they are compared to chaff, briers,
thorns, etc. Their destruction will consequently be no real loss. They will
themselves have lost their opportunity to obtain eternal life; by the way in
which they used their probationary time they proved themselves unworthy
of it. Their destruction will, in fact, be an act of love and mercy on the part
of God; for to perpetuate their lives would only be to perpetuate sin, sorrow,
suffering, and misery. Terrible, therefore, as this judgment will be, there will,
in consequence of it, be nothing of value lost—nothing lost worth saving.
The experiment of sin will be over, and God’s original plan of peopling the
earth with a race of holy, happy beings will be carried out. 2 Peter 3:13.

15. Do the wicked go directly to their punishment at
death, or wait till the day of judgment?
“The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of
temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of
judgment to be punished.” 2 Peter 2:9.

16. To what are the present heavens and earth reserved?
“But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same
word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of
judgment and perdition of ungodly men.” 2 Peter 3:7.
NOTE: Both the present heavens and earth and sinners await the
fires of the last day.

22. What is this final destruction of the wicked called?

17. What will be the result of the fires of the last day?

“This is the second death.” Rev. 20:14.

“Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of
God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved,
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat.”
“The earth also, and the works that are therein shall be
burned up.” 2 Peter 3:12, 10.

23. After the burning day, what will appear?

18. By what means does Christ say His kingdom is to
be cleansed from sin and sinners?

“Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the
kingdom of their Father.” Matt. 13:43.

“Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.”
2 Peter 3:13.

24. Where will the righteous then be found?

“The Son of man shall send forth His angels, and they shall
gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and them
which do iniquity; and shall cast them into a furnace of
fire.” Matt. 13:41, 42.

25. What promise of the Saviour will then be fulfilled?
“Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.”
Matt. 5:5. See also Ps. 37:11, 29; Isa. 65:17-25; Dan. 7:18.

26. What universal song of praise will then be sung?

NOTE: Satan and the wicked now have this world as their “place.”
In due time Christ will have it. He will cleanse it from sin and
sinners, and restore it, that He may give it to the saints of the
Most High for an everlasting possession. See Dan. 7:18, 22, 27.

“And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth,
and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that
are in them, heard I saying, ‘Blessing, and honor, and glory,
and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Lamb forever and ever.’” Rev. 5:13.
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Words for Life

Useful, Practical Translation of Code

by Dr. Carville Tolson

The following is the fourth in a series of articles prepared by Carville Tolson, M.D. on the subject of creation.
Living as we do in a world that irrationally promotes mindless evolution, it is beneficial that every Christian have some idea of the
wonders of creation and life itself. It is our prayer that the information in this series will bless our readers and help them to offer
valid reasons for belief in an all-wise and loving Creator.

information center to a manufacturing center within
the cell. When the mRNA reaches the manufacturing
place/zone, mRNA is attached to a specialized particle
within the cell called a “ribosome.” This particle provides
a type of a “jig” which will read the mRNA, matching
the mRNA codon units with a corresponding amino
acid. It also works to bring each of these amino acids in
close proximity to each other so they can be chemically
bonded together. Again, all this is done according to the
code indicated on the mRNA chain.

Most people recognize the need for practical Christianity.
This would be considered as a bit of “proof ” of a real
change within the Christian. And well it should. Unless
the gospel message has an effect on a person resulting in
their outward change of behavior, then it’s difficult to say
that there is any benefit to the gospel message.
Jesus said, “Except your righteousness shall exceed the
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no
case enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:20).
The scribes and Pharisees were among the most religious
people in their day, but they had little or no practical
application of their own religious teachings.

As these amino acids are bonded together, the growing
chain of amino acids is attached to and later transported
by another molecular tractor along another separate
polymerized actin fiber. This depends on the size and
function of the protein involved. This new chain of
amino acids, when it is completed, could be folded and
shaped there on the ribosome. Or it may be transported
to another specialized, semi-hollow molecular machine.

In previous articles, we have reviewed the transcription
of DNA to RNA. Amazing as this is, we have not yet seen
any practical results for the cell (or the rest of the body). So
what’s next after the transcribing process?
The next step is for this chain of RNA (called messenger
RNA or mRNA) to be transported away from the
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This latter machine is highly specific and is responsible
for specialized bending, folding, twisting, and sometimes
even tying the amino acid chain into a knot. The end
result is to thus shape the amino acid chain into a specific
3-dimensional structure to make it a biologically active
and usable protein.

the flow of the minerals/ions. And then there are pumps
which are unique proteins or protein groups/complexes.
These function to actively move minerals in or out as the
cell may require.
For each protein described or mentioned here, a
specific manufacturing process must be carried out
within the cell. None of these proteins will form by
chance. All are directed by the code contained within
the DNA. A single error usually renders the amino acid
chain useless. Some proteins are a hundred amino acids
long and some are thousands of amino acids in length.
As mentioned previously, there are protein complexes
which are individual proteins connected together. These
complexes work perfectly together to carry out precise
activities and have no functions separately. The ribosome
is one example of this.

When the newly manufactured protein is thus prepared,
then yet another molecular tractor (also a specialized
protein) attaches to it and transports the finished product
along another actin fiber to its final destination to be
used by the cell. The protein could be for construction of
a membrane within the cell, or perhaps a part of the cell
wall, possibly a receptor in the cell wall, or maybe it has a
hormonal function — such as insulin. In the case of the
latter, it is simply stored in a depot or a vacuole within the
cell. This can later be released into the bloodstream when
required or when a signal is sent to release it.

Each protein formed within the cell has a specific
function. It is a useful function, practical, and usually
vital to the function of the cell and the organism as a
whole. Some proteins have greater significance than
others, perhaps, and are recognized as such. Regardless
of our understanding the significance of each protein,
or even being aware of a small protein’s existence, each
protein was placed there by the Creator for a purpose.

Proteins are usually of two basic forms: 1) globular or
2) structural. The globular proteins are usually involved
in manufacturing, detoxification, hormonal effects, and
other metabolic activities. The hemoglobin molecule
is one example of a globular protein with the specific
metabolic function to carry oxygen throughout the
body. Structural proteins are involved in cell wall or
intracellular membrane formation, muscle activity, and
cohesive/adhesive functions which bond cells together.

As Christians, we can allow ourselves to be formed
according to the pattern provided by the Master. When
we do, we can trust the code/plan (contained in the Holy
Bible and directed by the Holy Spirit) He has given. Our
following this plan will result in our becoming useful and
practical Christians. Some Christians may receive greater
recognition than others. Some may barely be recognized
by the church body. And yet all are vital to the function
of the church body when and if the Master’s plan is
followed. Our role is to allow the Master to form us so
that we become useful in His service, and that we can
work together with our fellow believers.

Muscle cells have a higher concentration of proteins.
This is a well-known fact. Specialized proteins are
manufactured to provide strength for the muscle. There
are numerous responses to physical activity within the
cell. Skeletal muscle differs from cardiac muscle. Exercise
by the body usually results in internal strengthening of
the muscle. This, of course, means more proteins need to
be manufactured so as to allow for growth and maintain
adequate function.
Each cell has many ports, receptors, and specialized
gates on its surface. Each structure is made up of unique
proteins and, of course, each is coded by the DNA. There
are ports for allowing sodium, potassium or calcium (or
other mineral ions) to enter into the cell. There are ports
which allow minerals to exit from the cell. Each port is
very distinct. The influx port for each mineral is different
from the efflux port. Each port is specific for each ion and
has the equivalent of a rectifier to electronically control

“Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house,
an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices,
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” 1 Peter 2:5.
“Being confident of this very thing, that He which
hath begun a good work in you will perform it until
the day of Jesus Christ.” Philippians 1:6.
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Words for Parents

Encouragement for Mothers
With Mother’s Day right around the corner, we wanted to share a few quotes that will encourage
mothers as they pursue the most precious of all works—that of raising their children to know and love
Jesus Christ. May these thoughts, selected gems from the writings of E. G. White, be a blessing to you!

Require obedience,
not with a storm of words,
but in a kind,
loving manner.

Be so full of compassion that
your children will be drawn to you.
Her

Sympathy
& Approval

are Precious

Young children love companionship and can seldom enjoy themselves alone.
They yearn for sympathy and tenderness. That which they enjoy they think will
please mother also, and it is natural for them to go to her with their little joys and
sorrows. . . Her sympathy and approval are precious. An approving glance, a word of
encouragement or commendation, will be like sunshine in their hearts,
often making the whole day happy.
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Let every mother feel that
her moments are priceless...
There is a God above and His light
rests upon the faithful mother as she
tries to educate her children to resist
the influence of evil.

Words of Faith

“Ye Shall Know the Truth...”
by Beth Barnes

It was a warm June morning. I was
busy at work in our print shop—
designing jobs, keeping machines
running, and answering emails—
when the call came.
“I just don’t think I can go on. I
miss him so badly. I don’t want to live
any more,” a despairing voice said.
My friend had recently lost her
21-year-old son in a tragic car
accident. I had been with her at the
hospital as she first processed her
grief. I had walked with her daughter
into the morgue to say good-bye
to her brother. I had listened to a
funeral service that was conflicted
as to where the young man was, and
what his final destiny might be. I had
watched the vicious hand of grief
rob my friend of nights of sleep, and
times of joy or peace.
She asked me if I could come
over. Right then. She wasn’t sure she
wanted to keep going—not sure she
could face another day.
I was at her home in just a few
minutes. She was on the couch—
weeping inconsolably. My heart went
out to her for her grief, her pain, her
loss.
As we began to talk, she said, “What
if he’s not saved? What if he’s in hell?
What if he’s burning right now? I
don’t know if he was right with God.”
I could see from her face the absolute
torture she was going through as she
envisioned her son in abject pain and
suffering—in knowing that if he were

in hell, he would continue in pain
for the ceaseless ages of eternity. The
thought had almost driven her to the
point of ending her own life.
“I’m so glad that God is the Judge. I
don’t know what the final decision will
be for your son, but I am absolutely
confident that he is not in pain and
suffering right now,” I told her.
“How do you know? How can you
be sure?” she asked.
“God loves all of us, especially your
son. He would never cause needless
suffering. Can you imagine that
he would cause your boy to burn
through all eternity, when Satan, who
has masterminded so much pain and
anguish, is still alive and working?”
“Look at this text: ‘For the living
know that they shall die: but the dead
know not any thing...’ (Ecclesiastes 9:5).
“Look at the story of Lazarus, Jesus’
very good friend. Jesus told people
that Lazarus was sleeping, even
though he had been entombed in a
grave with a stone door. As a friend
of Jesus, Lazarus should be headed
to heaven. If he had gone to heaven
when he died, it would have been the
greatest cruelty for Jesus to call him
back from his new heavenly home
to inhabit his earthly body and live
in the sin and gloom of this planet.
No! Jesus likened the state in which
Lazarus was in to a sleep. He didn’t
know anything.
“The Bible talks about a day that
is coming when the world will be
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judged, when rewards will be given
out. It hasn’t happened yet.
“In Psalm 115:17, it says, ‘The
dead praise not the LORD, neither
any that go down into silence.’ We
can imagine that anyone who had
been transported to heaven upon
their death would be praising God
continually. Yet, the Bible says that
the dead don’t praise the Lord.
“You can be absolutely sure that
your son is not in any pain. He knows
nothing right now. He is in the grave,
awaiting the resurrection.”
As we talked, I could see the anxiety
leaving her features. A mother’s love,
and a mother’s anguish—tested to the
limit in the loss of her son, could not
survive the uncertainty of wondering
what her boy was experiencing at
that moment. Having assurance,
from the Bible, he could not possibly
be suffering gave her peace.
I was so very thankful to have
a Biblical understanding to share
with my friend. The love of God is
manifest even in the way He cares for
those who have made a final choice
against Him. He is “not willing that
any should perish,” but for those that
make the wrong choice, He still does
all in His power to be fair and just.
The Bible says, “Ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you
free” (John 8:32). His truth sets us free
from the bondage of fear and the
enslavement of sin. Praise God for
His love to each of us!

Words for the Young at Hear t

Only a Boy
More than half a century ago, a faithful minister
coming early to the church, met one of his deacons,
whose face wore a very resolute expression.

“Yes, yes,” said the deacon, “but ‘by their fruits ye
shall know them,’ and one new member, and he, too,
only a boy, seems to me rather a slight evidence of true
faith and zeal. I don’t want to be hard, but I have this
matter on my conscience, and I have done my duty in
speaking plainly.”

“I came early to meet you,” he said. “I have something
on my conscience to say to you. Pastor, there must be
something radically wrong in your preaching and
work; there has been only one person added to the
church in a whole year, and he is only a boy.”

“True,” said the old man; “but ‘charity suffereth long
and is kind; beareth all things, hopeth all things.’ Ay,
there you have it; ‘hopeth all things’! I have great hopes
of that one boy, Robert. Some seed that we sow bears
fruit late, but that fruit is generally the most precious
of all.”

The old minister listened. His eyes moistened, and
his thin hand trembled on his broad-headed cane.
“I feel it all,” he said; “I feel it, but God knows that I
have tried to do my duty, and I can trust Him for the
results.”
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There was a long pause. Tears filled the eyes of the
old minister. At length he said: “This heals the ache
in my heart, Robert. I see the divine hand now. May
God bless you, my boy. Yes, I think you will become
a preacher.”

The old minister went to the pulpit that day with a
grieved and heavy heart. He closed his discourse with
dim and tearful eyes. He wished that his work was
done forever, and that he was at rest among the graves
under the blossoming trees in the old churchyard.
He lingered in the dear old church after the rest were
gone. He wished to be alone. The place was sacred and
inexpressibly dear to him. It had been his spiritual
home from his youth. Before this altar he had prayed
over the dead forms of a bygone generation, and had
welcomed the children of a new generation; and here,
yes, here, he had been told at last that his work was no
longer owned and blessed!

Some few years ago there returned to London from
Africa an aged missionary. His name was spoken with
reverence. When he went into an assembly, the people
rose. When he spoke in public, there was a deep
silence. Nobles invited him to their homes.
He had added a province to the church of Christ
on earth; had brought under the gospel influence the
most savage of African chiefs; had given the translated
Bible to strange tribes; had enriched with valuable
knowledge the Royal Geographical Society; and had
honored the humble place of his birth, the Scottish
church, the United Kingdom, and the universal
missionary cause.

No one remained—no one?—“Only a boy.”
The boy was Robert Moffat. He watched the
trembling old man. His soul was filled with loving
sympathy. He went to him, and laid his hand on his
black gown.

It is hard to trust when no evidence of fruit appears.
But the harvests of right intentions are sure. The old
minister sleeps beneath the trees in the humble place
of his labors, but men remember his work because of
what he was to one boy, and what that one boy was to
the world.

“Well, Robert?” said the minister.
“Do you think if I were willing to work hard for an
education, I could ever become a preacher?”
“A preacher?”
“Perhaps a missionary.”

—Originally published in “Stories Worth Re-Reading” (1913)

“Do thou thy work: it shall succeed
In thine or in another’s day;
And if denied the victor’s meed,
Thou shalt not miss the toiler’s pay.”
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Moffat and the Africaner
by Arthur T. Pierson
Robert Moffat, the poor Scotch lad, who,
by living on beggar’s fare, managed to get an
education in theology and medicine, must
evermore stand as one of the great pioneers of
Central African exploration. When on the last
day of October, 1816, that memorable year in
missions, he set sail for the Cape of Good Hope,
he was only twenty years of age. But in all the
qualities that assure both maturity and heroism,
he was a full-grown man.
His whole life in Africa was a witness to
miracles of transformation. He found the most
degraded of men to be open to the impressions
of the gospel, and even the worst and
unimpressionable among them were compelled
to confess the power of that gospel to renew.
This godly, devoted missionary preached and
taught the warlike Bechuanas until they put away
their clubs and knives, and farming utensils took
the place of bows and arrows and spears. This
strange change in African savages came to be
talked over among the people. It was so wonderful that
the other tribes could account for it only as an instance
of supernatural magic. There was nothing they knew of
that would lead men like the Bechuanas to bring war to
an end, and no longer rob and kill.

He was a man of singular grace and tact. He quietly but
firmly planted his foot in Africaner’s realms, and began
his work. He opened a school, began stated services
of worship, and went about among the people, living
simply, self-denyingly, and prayerfully.
Africaner himself was his first convert. The wild
Namoqua warrior was turned into a gentle child. The
change in this chief was a moral miracle. His sole aim
and ambition had been to rob and to slay, to lead his
people on expeditions for plunder and violence, but he
now seemed absorbed by one passion—zeal for God
and His missionary. He set his subjects to building a
house for Mr. Moffat, made him a present of cows,
became a regular and devout worshiper, mourned
heartily over his past life, and habitually studied the
Word of God. He could not do enough for the man
who had led him to Jesus.

Mr. Moffat was especially warned against the
notorious Africaner, a chief whose name was the terror
of the whole country. Some prophesied that he would
be eaten by this monster; others were sure that he
would be killed, and his skull turned into a drinkingcup, and his skin into the head of a drum. Nevertheless,
the heroic young missionary went straight for the
village of the cruel marauder and murderer. He was
accompanied by Ebner, another missionary, who was
not in favor in Africaner’s court, and who soon had
to flee, leaving Mr. Moffat alone with a bloodthirsty
monarch and a people as treacherous as their chief.

When the missionary’s life hung in the balance
with African fever, he nursed him through the crisis
of delirium. When Moffat had to visit Cape Town,

But God had armed His servant with the spirit, not of
fear, “but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”
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Africaner went with
him, knowing that
a price had been set
upon his own head as
an outlaw and a public
enemy. No marvel
that when he made his
appearance in Cape
Colony, the people
were astonished at the
transformation! It was
even more wonderful
than when Saul, the
arch-persecutor, was
suddenly transformed
into Paul, the apostle.

Africaner’s
dying
confession would have
graced the lips of the
apostle of the Gentiles:
“I feel that I love God,
and that He has done
much for me, of which
I am totally unworthy.
My former life is
stained with blood: but
Jesus Christ has bought
my pardon, and I shall
wake to live with Him
throughout eternity.
Beware of falling back
into the same evils into
which I have so often
led you, but seek God,
and He will be found of
you, and direct you.”

Mr. Moffat once
said that during
his entire residence
among this people,
he remembered no
Having said this,
occasion on which he
Africaner
Africaner fell asleep,
had been grieved with
himself
having
Africaner or found
reason for complaint; and even his very faults leaned furnished one of the most unanswerable proofs that
to the side of virtue. On his way to Cape Town with the gospel is the power of God unto salvation.
Mr. Moffat, a distance of six hundred miles, the whole
road lay through a country which had been laid waste
—Originally published in “Stories Worth Re-Reading” (1913)
by this robber and his retainers. The Dutch farmers
could not believe that this converted man was actually
Africaner. And one of them, when he saw him, lifted
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
his hands and exclaimed, “This is the eighth wonder of
Robert Moffat (1795-1883)...
the world! Great God, what a miracle of Thy power and
grace!”
• Translated the Bible into the Tswana language
He who had long shed blood without cause would
• Upon a return trip to England, invited David
now with as little hesitation shed his own for Christ’s
Livingstone to come and work in Africa. David
sake. When he found his own death approaching, he
married Mary, Moffat’s daughter, and gave his life
gathered his people around him, and charged them,
to spreading the gospel in Africa.
as Moses and Joshua did Israel: “We are not now what
• Helped to improve life in Africa by teaching
we once were, savages, but men professing to be taught
better methods of farming and irrigation
according to the gospel. Let us, then, do accordingly.”
Then, with unspeakable tenderness and gentleness,
• Worked tirelessly to spread the good news of the
he counseled them to live peaceably with all men,
Gospel to all whom he met
to engage in no undertaking without the advice of
• Fearlessly traveled to unreached areas to spread
Christian guides, to remain together as one people,
the message of God’s love
and to receive and welcome all missionaries as sent
from God. Then he gave them his parting blessing.
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Words of the Pioneers

Are the Wicked Dead Now Burning?
J. N. Andrews
This is a question of awful solemnity, and should not be
treated as a matter of speculation and idle curiosity. By far
the larger part of mankind live in neglect of the great duties
of religion, if not in open contempt of its most solemn
commands. Such has ever been the fact with our fallen
race. This vast throng of sinful men, for long ages have been
pouring through the gates of death, and its dark portals
hide them from our further view. What is the condition of
this innumerable multitude of impenitent dead? Where are
they, and what now is their real state?

general must be deduced. These cases are the Sodomites,
“set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal
fire” [Jude 7]; and the rich man lifting up his eyes in torment
[Luke 16:22, 23]. These are the only cases that can be cited
from the Scriptures in proof that the wicked dead are now
undergoing the punishment of their sins.
The case of the Sodomites then claims our attention. The
text reads thus: “Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the
cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over
to fornication and going after strange flesh, are set forth
for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire,”
Jude 7. Does the apostle mean to say that the Sodomites
are now in the flames of eternal fire? The clause “suffering
the vengeance of eternal fire,” is modified by the words
“set forth for an example,” which immediately precede it.
In fact the real meaning of the apostle in what he says of
the sufferings of the Sodomites can only be determined
by giving this phrase, “set forth for an example,” its proper
bearing. To be “set forth for an example” to wicked men
“suffering the vengeance of eternal fire,” one of two things
must be true: 1. They must now be in a state of suffering in
plain view of the inhabitants of the earth; or 2. They must
be somewhere in the Scriptures set forth in the very act of
suffering the vengeance of fire from heaven. If the first of
these views be correct, then the Sodomites are indeed now
in torment. But that view is not correct; for the very place
where Sodom was burned is now covered by the Dead Sea.

To this question two answers are returned: 1. They are
now suffering the torments of the damned. This is the
answer of all the self-styled orthodox creeds. 2. They
are now sleeping in the dust of the earth, awaiting the
resurrection to damnation. This answer is believed by
Seventh-day Adventists to be the harmonious teaching of
the Scriptures on this subject. Which of these two answers
is the true and proper one?
There is no statement in the Bible relating to the wicked
dead in general, where they are in any way represented as in
a state or place of torment. Nor is there any instance in the
Bible where men are threatened that they shall, if wicked,
enter an abode of misery at death. Even the warning of Jesus
in Matthew 10:28, which is thought to contain the strongest
proof of the soul’s immortality that can be found in all the
Bible, says not one word concerning the suffering of the soul
in hades, the place of the dead, but relates wholly to what
shall be inflicted upon “both soul and body in gehenna,” the
place of punishment for the resurrected wicked.

That the second view is correct, is manifest from Genesis
19:24-28. “Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven;
and He overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all
the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the
ground. But his wife looked back from behind him, and she
became a pillar of salt. And Abraham gat up early in the
morning to the place where he stood before the Lord. And
he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all
the land of the plain, and beheld, and lo, the smoke of the
country went up as the smoke of a furnace.”

There being no general statement in the Bible representing
the wicked dead as now in torment, and no instance in
which the living wicked are threatened with consignment to
the furnace of fire till after the judgment, we now search out
the particular cases which may be thought to teach such a
fact. There are just two of these cases which may be cited as
proving that some of the wicked dead are now in torment,
and from these, if at all, the torment of the wicked dead in
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Here the Sodomites are set forth for an example in the
very act of suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. Are they
to this day in that fire? Peter bears testimony, and it is the
more valuable in this case, because the chapter containing
it is almost an exact parallel to the epistle of Jude. Thus he
says: “Turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah INTO
ASHES condemned them with an overthrow, making them
an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly”
2Peter 2:6. Peter thus shows that the fire did its proper office
upon the men of Sodom, and that they were not in his day
alive in its flames. Their case is an example of what God
will do to all the wicked after the resurrection to damnation,
when fire shall descend out of heaven upon them and the
whole earth become a lake of fire. Rev. 20; 2 Pet. 3; Mal. 4.

Three of the dead are here introduced, Abraham, Lazarus
and the rich man, and all represented as in hades. “In hell
(Greek, hades) he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and
seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.” Hades is
the place of all the dead, the righteous as well as the wicked.
Thus at the resurrection of the just, they shout victory over
death and hades from whose power they are then delivered.
“O death, where is thy sting? O grave (Greek, hades), where
is thy victory?” 1 Corinthians 15:55. The wicked dead are in
hades; for at the resurrection to damnation hades delivers
them up. Revelation 20:13. The resurrection of Christ did
not leave His soul in hades; i.e., He then came forth from
the place of the dead.
Hades therefore is the common receptacle of the dead.
Those who are in hades are not alive but dead. “DEATH and
HADES delivered up the DEAD which were in them.” Even
the language of Abraham implies that all the party were then
dead. To the rich man he says, “Thou in thy lifetime [now
passed] receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil
things, but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.”
Classing himself with dead Lazarus he adds: “Between us
and you there is a great gulf fixed.” The rich man then begs
that Lazarus may be sent to his brethren, declaring that if
one went unto them from the dead they will repent. And
Abraham denying his request said that they would not be
persuaded “though one rose from the dead.” This scene
transpires in hades, the place of the dead, and those who act
in it are three dead persons.

The testimony of Jeremiah which represents the
punishment of Sodom as comparatively brief, must
complete this evidence: “For the punishment of the iniquity
of the daughter of my people is greater than the punishment
of the sin of Sodom, that was overthrown as in a moment,
and no hands stayed on her.” Lamentations 4:6.
The language of Jude concerning the Sodomites has
therefore no relation to their condition in death, and cannot
be made to furnish evidence that the wicked dead are now
in a state of torment.
There remains therefore, the case of a single individual
— the rich man — out of which to deduce the doctrine that
the wicked dead are now in the lake of fire. This is certainly
a fact worthy of note.

Here is found a clue to the proper interpretation of this
parable. “They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear
them. … If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither
will they be persuaded though one rose from the dead.” This
language directs the living to Moses and the prophets for
instruction concerning man’s condition in hades. In their
testimony will be found adequate warning to the living
wicked, and facts of great importance bearing upon the
proper interpretation of this peculiar passage.

The account of the rich man stands at the conclusion of
a discourse made up of parables. Thus Luke 15 presents us
with the parable of the lost sheep, the ten pieces of silver and
the prodigal son. The sixteenth chapter is made up of two
parables, the unjust steward, and the rich man and Lazarus.
It is true that the account of the rich man and Lazarus is
not called a parable by the sacred penman; but the fact is
the same with respect to the two cases which precede this;
and the three are introduced in the same manner: “A certain
man had two sons;” “There was a certain rich man which
had a steward;” “There was a certain rich man which was
clothed in purple and fine linen.”

The Old Testament was written in Hebrew, and the New
Testament in Greek. Here an important fact is to be noticed.
The Old Testament uses the word sheol to designate that
place which in the New Testament is called hades. Thus the
sixteenth Psalm, written in Hebrew says, “Thou wilt not
leave my soul in sheol.” The New Testament quoting this
text and expressing the words in Greek says, “Thou wilt
not leave my soul in hades.” Acts. 2:27. The Hebrew term
sheol as used in the Old Testament is therefore the same in
meaning with the Greek word hades as used in the New. In
other words the hades of Christ and the apostles is the sheol
of Moses and the prophets.

It is generally admitted that a parable cannot be made the
foundation of any doctrine, or be used to disprove doctrines
established by plain and literal testimony. But the doctrine
of the present punishment of the wicked dead, rests upon a
single parable, and that parable the case of a single individual.
The proper interpretation of any portion of the Sacred
Record will show that it is in divine harmony with the
general tenor and plain facts of the whole book.
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It is well here to observe that the Hebrew word sheol is
used in the Old Testament sixty-five times. It is rendered
grave thirty-one times. Gen. 37:35; 42:38; 44:29,31; 1 Sam. 2:6;

and wait there till the resurrection. Job 14:13; 17:13. All the
wicked go into sheol. Ps. 9:17; 31:17; 49:14. All mankind go
there. Ps. 89:48; Eccl. 9:10. Sheol or hades receives the whole
man at death. Jacob expected to go down with his gray
hairs to sheol. Gen. 42:38. Korah, Dathan and Abiram went
into sheol bodily. Num. 16:30,33. The soul of the Saviour
left sheol at his resurrection. Ps. 16:10; Acts 2:27,31. The
Psalmist being restored from dangerous sickness testified
that his soul was saved from going into sheol. Thus he says,
“O Lord my God I cried unto thee, and thou hast healed me.
O Lord thou hast brought up my soul from the grave [Heb.
sheol], thou hast kept me alive that I should not go down to
the pit.” Ps. 30:2,3; See also Ps. 86:13; Prov. 23:14. He also
shows that all men must die, and that no one can deliver his
soul from sheol. Ps. 89:48.

1 Kings 2:6,9; Job 7:9; 14:13; 17:13; 21:13; 24:19; Ps. 6:5; 30:3; 31:17;
49:14,15; 88:3; 89:48; 141:7; Prov. 1:12; 30:16; Eccl. 9:10; Cant. 8:6;
Isa. 14:11; 38:10,18; Hosea 13:14; Eze. 31:15.

It is rendered pit three times as follows: Num. 16:30,33;

Job 17:16.

It is also rendered hell in thirty-one instances as follows:

Deut. 32:22; 2Sam. 22:6; Job 11:8; 26:6; Ps. 9:17; 16:10; 18:5; 55:15;
86:13; 116:3; 139:8; Prov. 5:5; 7:27; 9:18; 15:11,24; 23:14; 27:20;
Isa. 5:14; 14:9,15; 28:15,18; 57:9; Eze. 31:16,17; 32:21,27; Amos 9:2;
Jonah 2:2; Hab. 2:5.

Hades, the New Testament term for the sheol of the Old
Testament, is used eleven times, and in ten of these it is
rendered hell. Matt. 11:23; 16:18; Luke 10:15; 16:23; Acts 2:27,31;

The sorrows of hell, three times mentioned by the Psalmist,
are, as shown by the connection, the pangs which precede
or lead to death. 2 Sam. 22:5-7; Ps. 18:4-6; 116:1-9. They are
in each case experienced by the righteous. The cruelty of
sheol is the remorseless power with which it swallows up all
mankind. Cant. 8:6; Ps. 89:48.

Rev. 1:18; 6:8; 20:13,14.

It is once rendered grave. 1 Cor. 15:55.
Moses and the prophets were indeed divinely inspired
on every point concerning which they wrote; but on the
point respecting which we seek light, they have the special
endorsement of our Lord. We may therefore confide in their
teaching concerning hades or sheol, assured that the great
facts revealed through them by the Spirit of God, will be
found in divine harmony with the teaching of Christ and
the apostles.

Those who go down to sheol must remain there till their
resurrection. At the coming of Christ all the righteous are
delivered from sheol. All the living wicked are then “turned
into sheol,” and for one thousand years sheol holds all wicked
men in its dread embrace. Then death and sheol or hades
deliver up the wicked dead, and the judgment is executed
upon them in the lake of fire. Compare Job 7:9,10; 14:12-14; 17:13;

The texts quoted above, relating to hades or sheol, reveal to
us many important facts. We learn that sheol is the common
receptacle of the dead whether they are righteous or wicked.
Thus Jacob expressed his faith in what should be his state
in death when he said, “I will go down into sheol unto my
son mourning.” Gen. 37:35; 42:38; 44:29,31. Korah and his
company went down into sheol. Num. 16:30,33. Joab went
down into sheol. 1 Kings 2:6,9. Job was to be hid in sheol

19:25-27; Rev. 20:4-6; 1 Cor. 15:51-55; Ps. 9:17; Rev. 20:11-15. …

The parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus, does not
therefore teach the present punishment of the wicked dead.
And as there is nothing else on which to rest the doctrine, it
must be given up as having no foundation in the Bible. The
testimony shows that the wicked dead are asleep in sheol
where they await the resurrection to damnation.
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SIN
ON
TORMENT
SOUL
VERDICT
TRANSGRESSION
STRANGE
SUFFERING VERDICT
SUPERSTITION
TEMPESTUOUS
TORMENT
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