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Greetings, Friends!
We pray this finds you in health—physically, mentally, and spiritually. As our nation continues to struggle with an unseen 

foe, we pray that you find strength and courage in Jesus Christ. While there are many winds of strife brewing, the task that 
should absorb our attention is our preparation for eternity. In the light of eternity, our life here is but a moment. God has plans 
for us which “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared 
for them that love Him” 1 Corinthians 2:9. We are so thankful that God rules over all, and that He cares for each of us.

Recently, my husband was talking to a friend about all the events that have been unfolding. “It’s going to get a lot worse 
before it’s over,” the friend said. “I’m just glad I won’t be here for all of it!”

“That’s not how I read my Bible,” my husband answered.

“Oh, no! You think we’ll be here during the last events on earth?” 

“I believe that’s what the Bible teaches.”

So many people have a false sense of security—either believing that they will be raptured away before the events of the last 
days, or that they will have time to repent after the righteous have been raptured away. “I don’t have to be ready; I know the last 
days will be tough, but I can repent then, and God will still save me,” is a popular opinion that will have eternal consequences.

In this issue of  Hope for you, we examine the prevailing ideas about the rapture and the second coming of Christ. In His 
great love, God is not willing that any should perish. He wants all to know the truth, and to chose to be on the winning side of 
the great battle between good and evil. May we chose to follow Him each day, and to be prepared for His coming. May we be 
able to say, with the faithful of all ages, “Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us: this is the LORD; we 
have waited for Him, we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation” Isaiah 25:9.

Blessings,   

The Hope International Team

Hope for you is a monthly publication of Hope International. We are a non-profit ministry, seeking to share the love of 
God through active ministry in our community and beyond. 

We believe that God has a plan and purpose for His people in these tumultuous times, and we seek to spread an 
encouraging word to uplift Christ and His truth. We have an extensive health ministry, and believe that God’s will is for all 
His children to “Prosper and be in health,” (3 John 2) even as our souls prosper in following His will and guidance.

We joyfully accept tax-deductible donations to advance the cause of Christ. 
Hope for you is free of charge for all who donate or order products. 
We would be delighted to send your friends or family a complimentary three-issue trial subscription. Just email or send 

us their names and addresses.

office@hopeint.org • www.hopeforhealthusa.com
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Let all who can read and discern the 
signs of the times, know that Christ 
is nigh, even at the door. Let love 
for God and Christ grow daily, and 

let love for your brethren be without 
dissimulation. Let faith be in constant 
use. Believe God because He is God.

—E. G. White



Words of Inspiration

by E. G. White
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Christ has given signs of His 
coming. He declares that we may 
know when He is near, even at the 
doors. He says of those who see these 
signs, “This generation shall not pass, 
till all these things be fulfilled.” These 
signs have appeared. Now we know 
of a surety that the Lord’s coming is 
at hand. “Heaven and earth shall pass 
away,” He says, “but My words shall 
not pass away.”  

Christ is coming with clouds and 
with great glory. A multitude of 
shining angels will attend Him. He 
will come to raise the dead, and to 
change the living saints from glory 
to glory. He will come to honor 
those who have loved Him, and 
kept His commandments, and to 
take them to Himself. He has not 
forgotten them nor His promise. 
There will be a relinking of the 
family chain. When we look upon 
our dead, we may think of the 
morning when the trump of God 
shall sound, when “the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed.” 1 Corinthians 15:52. A 
little longer, and we shall see the King 
in His beauty. A little longer, and He 
will wipe all tears from our eyes. A 
little longer, and He will present us 
“faultless before the presence of His 
glory with exceeding joy.” Jude 24. 
Wherefore, when He gave the signs 
of His coming He said, “When these 
things begin to come to pass, then 

look up, and lift up your heads; for 
your redemption draweth nigh.”  

But the day and the hour of His 
coming Christ has not revealed. 
He stated plainly to His disciples 
that He Himself could not make 
known the day or the hour of His 
second appearing. Had He been at 
liberty to reveal this, why need He 
have exhorted them to maintain an 
attitude of constant expectancy? 
There are those who claim to know 
the very day and hour of our Lord’s 
appearing. Very earnest are they in 
mapping out the future. But the Lord 
has warned them off the ground they 
occupy. The exact time of the second 
coming of the Son of man is God’s 
mystery.  

Christ continues, pointing out 
the condition of the world at His 
coming: “As the days of Noah were, 
so shall also the coming of the Son 
of man be. For as in the days that 
were before the Flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day 
that Noah entered into the ark, and 
knew not until the Flood came, and 
took them all away; so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be.” 
Christ does not here bring to view 
a temporal millennium, a thousand 
years in which all are to prepare for 
eternity. He tells us that as it was in 
Noah’s day, so will it be when the Son 
of man comes again.  

How was it in Noah’s day? “God 
saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually.” 
Genesis 6:5. The inhabitants of the 
antediluvian world turned from 
Jehovah, refusing to do His holy 
will. They followed their own unholy 
imagination and perverted ideas. 
It was because of their wickedness 
that they were destroyed; and today 
the world is following the same way. 
It presents no flattering signs of 
millennial glory. The transgressors 
of God’s law are filling the earth 
with wickedness. Their betting, their 
horse racing, their gambling, their 
dissipation, their lustful practices, 
their untamable passions, are fast 
filling the world with violence.  

In the prophecy of Jerusalem’s 
destruction Christ said, “Because 
iniquity shall abound, the love of 
many shall wax cold. But he that 
shall endure unto the end, the same 
shall be saved. And this gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in all the 
world for a witness unto all nations; 
and then shall the end come.” This 
prophecy will again be fulfilled. The 
abounding iniquity of that day finds 
its counterpart in this generation. So 
with the prediction in regard to the 
preaching of the gospel. Before the 
fall of Jerusalem, Paul, writing by the 
Holy Spirit, declared that the gospel 
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was preached to “every creature which is under heaven.” 
Colossians 1:23. So now, before the coming of the Son of 
man, the everlasting gospel is to be preached “to every 
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.” Revelation 
14:6, 14. God “hath appointed a day, in the which He will 
judge the world.” Acts 17:31. Christ tells us when that day 
shall be ushered in. He does not say that all the world will 
be converted, but that “this gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; 
and then shall the end come.” By giving the gospel to the 
world it is in our power to hasten our Lord’s return. We are 
not only to look for but to hasten the coming of the day of 
God. 2 Peter 3:12, margin. Had the church of Christ done 
her appointed work as the Lord ordained, the whole world 
would before this have been warned, and the Lord Jesus 
would have come to our earth in power and great glory.  

After He had given the signs of His coming, Christ said, 
“When ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the 
kingdom of God is nigh at hand.” “Take ye heed, watch 
and pray.” God has always given men warning of coming 
judgments. Those who had faith in His message for their 
time, and who acted out their faith, in obedience to His 
commandments, escaped the judgments that fell upon the 
disobedient and unbelieving. The word came to Noah, 
“Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have 
I seen righteous before Me.” Noah obeyed and was saved. 
The message came to Lot, “Up, get you out of this place; 
for the Lord will destroy this city.” Genesis 7:1; 19:14. Lot 
placed himself under the guardianship of the heavenly 
messengers, and was saved. So Christ’s disciples were 
given warning of the destruction of Jerusalem. Those who 
watched for the sign of the coming ruin, and fled from the 
city, escaped the destruction. So now we are given warning 

of Christ’s second coming and of the destruction to fall upon 
the world. Those who heed the warning will be saved.  

Because we know not the exact time of His coming, we are 
commanded to watch. “Blessed are those servants, whom 
the Lord when He cometh shall find watching.” Luke 12:37. 
Those who watch for the Lord’s coming are not waiting 
in idle expectancy. The expectation of Christ’s coming is 
to make men fear the Lord, and fear His judgments upon 
transgression. It is to awaken them to the great sin of rejecting 
His offers of mercy. Those who are watching for the Lord are 
purifying their souls by obedience to the truth. With vigilant 
watching they combine earnest working. Because they know 
that the Lord is at the door, their zeal is quickened to co-
operate with the divine intelligences in working for the 
salvation of souls. These are the faithful and wise servants 
who give to the Lord’s household “their portion of meat in 
due season.” Luke 12:42. They are declaring the truth that 
is now specially applicable. As Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and 
Moses each declared the truth for his time, so will Christ’s 
servants now give the special warning for their generation.  

But Christ brings to view another class: “If that evil servant 
shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; and shall 
begin to smite his fellow servants, and to eat and drink with 
the drunken; the lord of that servant shall come in a day 
when he looketh not for him.”  

The evil servant says in his heart, “My lord delayeth his 
coming.” He does not say that Christ will not come. He does 
not scoff at the idea of His second coming. But in his heart 
and by his actions and words he declares that the Lord’s 
coming is delayed. He banishes from the minds of others 
the conviction that the Lord is coming quickly. His influence 
leads men to presumptuous, careless delay. They are 



confirmed in their worldliness and stupor. Earthly passions, 
corrupt thoughts, take possession of the mind. The evil 
servant eats and drinks with the drunken, unites with the 
world in pleasure seeking. He smites his fellow servants, 
accusing and condemning those who are faithful to their 
Master. He mingles with the world. Like grows with like in 
transgression. It is a fearful assimilation. With the world he 
is taken in the snare. “The lord of that servant shall come . . . 
in an hour that he is not aware of, and shall cut him asunder, 
and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites.”  

“If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a 
thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon 
thee.” Revelation 3:3. The advent of Christ will surprise the 
false teachers. They are saying, “Peace and safety.” Like the 
priests and teachers before the fall of Jerusalem, they look 
for the church to enjoy earthly prosperity and glory. The 
signs of the times they interpret as foreshadowing this. But 
what saith the word of Inspiration? “Sudden destruction 
cometh upon them.” 1 Thessalonians 5:3. Upon all who 
dwell on the face of the whole earth, upon all who make this 
world their home, the day of God will come as a snare. It 
comes to them as a prowling thief.  

The world, full of rioting, full of godless pleasure, is asleep, 
asleep in carnal security. Men are putting afar off the coming 
of the Lord. They laugh at warnings. The proud boast is 
made, “All things continue as they were from the beginning.” 
“Tomorrow shall be as this day, and much more abundant.” 2 
Peter 3:4; Isaiah 56:12. We will go deeper into pleasure loving. 
But Christ says, “Behold, I come as a thief.” Revelation 16:15. 
At the very time when the world is asking in scorn, “Where is 
the promise of His coming?” the signs are fulfilling. While they 
cry, “Peace and safety,” sudden destruction is coming. When 
the scorner, the rejecter of truth, has become presumptuous; 
when the routine of work in the various money-making lines 
is carried on without regard to principle; when the student is 
eagerly seeking knowledge of everything but his Bible, Christ 
comes as a thief.  

Everything in the world is in agitation. The signs of the 
times are ominous. Coming events cast their shadows 
before. The Spirit of God is withdrawing from the earth, 
and calamity follows calamity by sea and by land. There 
are tempests, earthquakes, fires, floods, murders of every 
grade. Who can read the future? Where is security? There is 
assurance in nothing that is human or earthly. Rapidly are 
men ranging themselves under the banner they have chosen. 
Restlessly are they waiting and watching the movements of 
their leaders. There are those who are waiting and watching 
and working for our Lord’s appearing. Another class are 

falling into line under the generalship of the first great 
apostate. Few believe with heart and soul that we have a hell 
to shun and a heaven to win.  

The crisis is stealing gradually upon us. The sun shines in 
the heavens, passing over its usual round, and the heavens 
still declare the glory of God. Men are still eating and 
drinking, planting and building, marrying, and giving in 
marriage. Merchants are still buying and selling. Men are 
jostling one against another, contending for the highest 
place. Pleasure lovers are still crowding to theaters, horse 
races, gambling hells. The highest excitement prevails, yet 
probation’s hour is fast closing, and every case is about to 
be eternally decided. Satan sees that his time is short. He 
has set all his agencies at work that men may be deceived, 
deluded, occupied and entranced, until the day of probation 
shall be ended, and the door of mercy be forever shut.  

Solemnly there come to us down through the centuries 
the warning words of our Lord from the Mount of Olives: 
“Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be 
overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of 
this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.” “Watch 
ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted 
worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, 
and to stand before the Son of man.”

—Selected from the book, The Desire of Ages
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Free for the 
Asking!

The author of this article 
wrote a timeless book, 
Steps to Christ. In it, the 
way to Christ is carefully 
shared. 
We recently sent a copy to everyone on 
our mailing list. We would be delighted 
to send you a complimentary copy.

Simply email or call us with your 
address, and we’ll mail you one right 
away!

office@hopeint.org • 828-649-0278

Steps to Christ

by Ellen G. WhiteH
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Are you trying to lose 
weight but just can’t seem 

to do it? Have you tried 
every diet out there but end 

up falling off the wagon? 
Give your body the extra 
push it needs with Super 

Acai Slim!! Super Acai Slim 
helps nourish the body, 
cleanse it of impurities 
that are causing you to 

feel fatigued, boost your 
metabolism and energy, 

and give you the help you 
need to finally get the 
weight off for good!

Suggested Adult Usage: 
Take 1-2 capsules, 30-45 
minutes before each meal.

Super Acai Slim

Ingredients:
Garcinia Cambogia
• Helps to burn fat and promote a stable blood sugar level.
• The hydroxycitric acid found in garcinia cambogia has several 

different effects on the body. The most notable of these effects 
is its ability to inhibit the uptake of carbohydrates that are 
stored in the body as fat. By prohibiting the fat storage, the 
carbs are burned as energy, thereby increasing energy levels 
and decreasing fat levels. HCA also works to prevent cravings 
for sugar-laden and carbohydrate-heavy foods, promote 
healthy blood sugar levels, and increase the sertonin levels 
in the brain which signal to us that we are full faster. Some 
studies have shown two to three times the weight loss when 
using garcinia cambogia as compared to a placebo!

Suma Root
• Also known as Brazilian Ginseng, suma root is used to 

increase energy, stamina, endurance, and immunity.
• Helps fight mood swings, combat stress, and boost mood. 
Chromium Picolinate
• Chromium is a trace mineral that your body has to have 

to regulate blood-sugar levels properly - helping keep you 
energized all day long. 

• According to the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, 
chromium picolinate appears to promote weight loss by 
helping build lean muscle tissue and burning fat! 

• Chromium picolinate also promotes weight loss by reducing 
sugar and carbohydrate cravings, suppressing the appetite 
naturally, and promoting a feeling of fullness - all helping you 
to eat less and lose more weight!

Camu-Camu
• Camu-camu fruit is rich in limonene, a phytochemical which 

has shown the ability to reduce the appetite and aid in weight 
loss.

• It has the highest recorded amount of natural vitamin C known 
on the planet. In comparison to oranges, camu-camu provides 
thirty times more vitamin C, ten times more iron, three 
times more niacin, twice as much riboflavin, and 50% more 
phosphorus! Studies show that when the body is satisfied 
nutritionally, cravings are diminished! 

Acai Berry Extract
• Contains vitamins A, D, E, K, and fatty acids like Omega-3 

and Omega-6 that help increase the metabolism and burn 
calories faster. It is also a rich source of ‘phytosterols’ which 
help the body absorb and use the nutrients.

• It contains antioxidants, such as “anthocyanins” that 
help destroy free radicals and help maintain healthy 
cholesterol levels, and helping improve general heart health. 
Anthocyanins are the antioxidants found in red wine, which is 
why red wine is recommended to help with heart problems. 
But why drink wine? The Acai berry has over 20 TIMES 
more anthocyanins than any type of red wine! 

How Does It Help With Weight Loss?
Acai (pronounced ah-sigh-ee) is a berry found in the Amazon 
river basin in Brazil, and is generally regarded as a “super food” 
which helps boost energy and aid in weight loss� Acai berry is 
packed with vitamins and minerals that can aid in: weight loss, 
muscle building, and can help boost energy levels! It is rich in 
antioxidants, fatty acids, fiber, and other plant compounds that 
can improve overall health� 
There are several key ways that the Acai berry contributes 
to healthy weight loss� The omega fatty acids in Acai berries 
kick-start your metabolism, allowing you to digest food quicker 
and more efficiently. The large amount of fiber found in the Acai 
berry helps suppress your appetite so you can easily eat less 
and feel full faster� Another way the Acai berry helps with weight 
loss is by boosting energy and stamina� One way it is able to 
do this is through antioxidants� The antioxidants rid your body 
of toxins that can weigh you down, which makes you feel more 
awake and energized, giving you the extra boost you need to 
head to the yard, garden, or gym and work off those unwanted 
pounds�
When your body is healthy and well-balanced, it will be easier 
to reach your perfect weight� Something unique about Acai: 
It’s one of the few fruits, besides avocados, that contain 
monounsaturated fats (MUFAS)� MUFAS work to help keep you 
feeling satisfied so you’re less likely to overeat.

90 $16.99
CAPSULES PRICE
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Words of Health

From My Heart...
by Dr. Kaye Olson, ND

Dear Readers,

My heart is heavy as I ponder the passage I have quoted on the opposite page (page 9). I felt I must give it to you. 
I pray you will read it with fresh eyes, with a heart opened by the Spirit, and that you will fully digest the urgency 
of this message. 

Some of you may think, “Oh, yawn, the health message again!” To this I answer, “Wouldn’t it be lovely if we were 
all cherishing this light given to us? Wouldn’t it be lovely if we all would make our bodies holy and our spirits pure? 
Wouldn’t it be lovely if we need not be reminded, because we have been transformed!”

Almost all of our health issues could be significantly improved, if not totally eradicated, if we were not ignoring 
God’s plan. At Hope for Health, we sell supplements to help you make the transformation from poor health to 
better health. However, I dream that some day we will go out of business because y’all are standing untainted 
amid the corruptions teeming around us in these last days and require no supplements!

Blessings! 
Kaye
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Beloved, I wish above all things that 
thou mayest prosper and be in health, 

even as thy soul prospereth.
—3 John 2
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This inspired passage comes to us from the book Maranatha, by E.G. White: 

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” –Romans 12:1
It is impossible for a man to present his body a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, while 
continuing to indulge habits that are depriving him of physical, mental, and moral vigor. Again 
the apostle says, “Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” –Romans 12:2
We are in a world that is opposed to righteousness or purity of character, and especially to 
growth in grace. Wherever we look, we see defilement and corruption, deformity and sin. How 
opposed is all this to the work that must be accomplished in us just previous to receiving the 
gift of immortality! God’s elect must stand untainted amid the corruptions teeming around 
them in these last days. Their bodies must be made holy, their spirits pure. If this work is to be 
accomplished, it must be undertaken at once, earnestly and understandingly. The Spirit of God 
should have perfect control, influencing every action.
The health reform is one branch of the great work which is to fit a people for the coming of the 
Lord.... Men and women cannot violate natural law by indulging depraved appetites and lustful 
passions, without violating the law of God. Therefore, He has permitted the light of health 
reform to shine upon us, that we may realize the sinfulness of breaking the laws which He has 
established in our very being....
To make natural law plain, and to urge obedience to it, is a work that accompanies the third 
angel’s message.... He [God] designs that the subject shall be agitated, and the public mind 
deeply stirred to investigate it; for it is impossible for men and women, while under the power 
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Lo! He Comes
Lo! He comes with clouds descending.

Once for favored sinners slain;
Countless angels, Him attending,

Swell the triumph of His train:
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Jesus comes, and comes to reign.

When the solemn trump has sounded,
Heaven and earth shall flee away;

All who hate Him, must, confounded,
Hear the summons of that day—

“Come to judgment! Come to judgment!
Come to judgment! Come away!”

Yes, amen! Let all adore Thee,
High on Thy eternal throne!

Savior, take the power and glory,
Make Thy righteous sentence known;

O come quickly, O come quickly,
Claim the kingdom for Thine own!

—Charles Wesley, 1758



“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 
God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house are 
many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye 
may be also.” John 14:1-3.

The Second Coming of Christ is the “blessed 
hope” of the Church—the long expected return of 
our Savior to take us home. The facts surrounding 
His return, however, have been misunderstood by 
many, bringing confusion and discord among the 
saints. Let us study carefully what the Bible tells us 
about this most glorious event, for confusion on 
this doctrine has resulted in confusion on other 
doctrines as well. Jesus warned, “Take heed that 
no man deceive you.” Matthew 24:4. When such a 
warning is given, know assuredly that deceptions 
will come.

He Will Come In the Clouds

“And when he had spoken these things, while 
they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received 
him out of their sight. And while they looked 
stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two 
men stood by them in white apparel; which also 
said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as 
ye have seen him go into heaven.” Acts 1:9-11.

“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye 
shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and 
all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. 
Even so, Amen.” Revelation 1:7.

“Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord.” 1 Thessalonians 4:17.

These Clouds Include Angels

These are not just literal clouds in the heavens, 
but clouds of angels. “Both the Greeks and Latins 
frequently use the term cloud, to express a great 
number of persons or things.” (Adam Clarke’s 
Commentary). Here is one definition for cloud, 
found in Webster’s 1828 Dictionary: “A great 
multitude; a vast collection.” Psalm 104:3 says that 
God “maketh the clouds His chariot,” and in Psalm 
68:17 we learn: “The chariots of God are twenty 
thousand, even thousands of angels.”

“And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, 
prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord 
cometh with ten thousands of his saints.” Jude 
14. (The Greek word for saints is hagios, meaning 
“holy ones.” In this case it refers to the angels, as the 
following verses show.)

“For the Son of man shall come in the glory of 
his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward 
every man according to his works.” Matthew 16:27.

“And he shall send his angels with a great sound 
of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his 
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven 
to the other.” Matthew 24:31.

“When the Son of man shall come in his glory, 
and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit 
upon the throne of his glory.” Matthew 25:31.

Words of Wisdom

As Lightning from the East
by F. A. Barnes
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“Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and 
of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; 
of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when 
he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels.” Mark 8:38.

“And to you who are troubled rest with us, when 
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels.” 2 Thessalonians 1:7.

His Coming Will Be Bright

“For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and 
shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming 
of the Son of man be.” Matthew 24:27.

“Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence: 
a fire shall devour before him, and it shall be very 
tempestuous round about him.” Psalm 50:3.

“And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom 
the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, 
and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming.” 
2 Thessalonians 2:8.

His Coming Will Be Loud

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first.” 1 Thessalonians 4:16.

“In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed.” 1 Corinthians 15:52.

“And he shall send his angels with a great sound 
of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his 
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven 
to the other.” Matthew 24:31.

“The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to 
pieces; out of heaven shall he thunder upon them: 
the LORD shall judge the ends of the earth; and he 
shall give strength unto his king, and exalt the horn 
of his anointed.” 1 Samuel 2:10.

“Thou shalt be visited of the LORD of hosts with 
thunder, and with earthquake, and great noise, 
with storm and tempest, and the flame of devouring 
fire.” Isaiah 29:6.

It Will Be No Secret

Undoubtedly, you have heard of the so-called 
“secret rapture” of the Church, leaving the 
unbelieving world wondering what happened to 
the Christians who have mysteriously vanished. As 
we have clearly seen from the Scriptures, the Lord’s 
return will not be in secret. When Christ rends the 
eastern skies, it will be bright, loud, and visible to 
every eye. This being the case, the question naturally 
arises about the origin of the “secret rapture“ theory. 
Why do so many believe in it today? We will briefly 
discuss the history of these issues. 

During the Sixteenth Century, at the height 
of the Reformation, nearly all the reformers 
were identifying the office of the pope as the 
Antichrist. Among these were Martin Luther, 
Philip Melancthon, Ulric Zwingle, John Calvin, 
John Knox, Menno Simons, William Tyndale, etc. 
As a result, the Roman Catholic Church was losing 
members by the tens of thousands. All of Europe 
was being enlightened by the study of the Scriptures 
and the gross errors of Catholicism were being 
exposed. The Dark Ages were giving way to the light 
of the gospel.

Faced with this dilemma, the pope called for a 
general council, known as the Council of Trent, to 
strategize ways to counteract the Reformation. The 
Jesuits were assigned the task of getting the pope off 
the hook by finding a different interpretation from 
the Bible about the Antichrist. 

Francisco Ribera (1537-1591) met the challenge 
by tearing the seventieth week of Daniel’s prophecy 
(Daniel 9:24-27) from the first sixty-nine and 
thrusting it off into the distant future, claiming 
the pope could not be the Antichrist, because that 
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week had not yet begun. He then applied the 1260 year 
prophecies of both Daniel and Revelation, which nearly 
all Protestants applied to the reign of the papacy (from 
538 A.D. to 1798 when it received its deadly wound at 
the hands of the armies of Napoleon) to literal days, or 
3 1/2 years, at the latter half of the seventieth week.

 “None of the Wicked Shall 
Understand”

The irony of the Protestant world accepting this 
futurist interpretation is that Daniel 12:9-10 warns:  
“...Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and 
sealed till the time of the end. Many shall be purified, 
and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do 
wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; 
but the wise shall understand.” And yet, this Jesuit 
interpretation of Daniel came only eight short years 
after one of the most diabolical massacres in history. 

“The Massacre of Saint Bartholomew, instigated by 
the Jesuits, took place in 1572, and Ribera published 
his theory in or about 1580, so that the blood-stains 
had scarcely disappeared from the streets of Paris, and 
in the sight of God the hands of the Jesuits were still 
deep-dyed with the innocent blood of the Protestants 
of France, when they gave their theory to the world.”  
(McDougall, Rapture of the Saints, p. 4.)

If God tells us that “none of the wicked” would 
understand the prophecies of Daniel, how is it that 
such a large proportion of the Protestant world has 
accepted this interpretation of the Jesuits? Have we lost 
the true history of the Dark Ages and the Reformation?

It should be noted that Ribera’s theory made little 
headway among Protestants until around the turn of the 

20th century. To briefly sum up that history, futurism 
was accepted by John Darby of the Plymouth Brethren, 
who added his dispensational ideas, which eventually 
found their way into such centers of learning as the 
Moody Bible Institute (after the death of Moody), 
the Dallas Theological Seminary and many Christian 
schools throughout Christendom. Cyrus Scofield 
incorporated these theories into the Scofield Reference 
Bible; Hal Lindsey used them in his best-selling book, 
The Late Great Planet Earth; and the popular Left 
Behind series by Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins is built 
upon the same. The latter is a fictional series that has 
been made into movies as well. Perhaps we should say 
that the theology is as fictional as the characters and 
the story. We do not wish to condemn the writers, for 
they were probably very sincere in their efforts, but the 
errors thus promoted could be devastating to many.

The Dangers of Futurism

The concept of a secret rapture before the appearance 
of Antichrist tends to lull the Christian world into an 
uncaring attitude about that “man of sin” and “the 
mark of the beast.” Rather than realizing the need to be 
on guard, those subjects are merely seen as interesting 
reading and pertaining only to the unbelievers who are 
“left behind.” Often the sentiment is expressed: “I need 
not worry about the mark of the beast, for I will be 
raptured out before then.”

The Lord has supplied ample information and 
warning about what is coming on the world—events 
that will test the faith of every Christian. Daniel, Paul, 
John and Jesus Himself, warned of the coming of the 
beast power that would persecute the saints and lead 
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up to the last great battle of Armageddon, the great 
worldwide, spiritual battle between the forces of good 
and evil, Jesus and Satan. All these warnings are made 
null and void through the acceptance of the Jesuit 
theory of a yet future Antichrist.

Another danger is the false hope of a “second chance” 
to find salvation after the rapture. How many will 
postpone surrendering to Christ, vainly believing they 
will have another opportunity during the so-called 
“seven years of tribulation”?

Jesus, as our High Priest, is now ministering in the 
“true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man” 
(Hebrews 8:2). Just as in the Old Testament sanctuary 
services there was a close of probation at the end of 
each year (the Day of Atonement), wherein any of the 
congregation with unconfessed sins were cut off, so 
Jesus will declare at the close of human probation: “He 
that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is 
filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let 
him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be 
holy still. And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is 
with me, to give every man according as his work shall 
be” (Revelation 22:11, 12). Every character will be fixed 
and every fate sealed. There will be no second chance.

Thief in the Night

The secret rapture is often connected to the biblical 
references to “a thief in the night.” We will quote these 
two verses in their context and let the reader decide for 
himself if this is speaking of a secret rapture.

“For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the 
Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when they 
shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction 
cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with 
child; and they shall not escape.” 1 Thessalonians 5:2, 3.

“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with 
a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall 
be burned up.” 2 Peter 3:10. 

In Summary

We have seen that the Lord’s return will be bright, 
loud, and visible. What a glorious event that will be! 
We have seen that the futurist theory, along with the 
secret rapture before the Antichrist appears, is just a 
face-saving device of the Jesuits in an attempt to free 
the office of the pope from the notorious stigma of 
Antichrist. We have seen that “none of the wicked shall 
understand” the prophecies of Daniel. Fortunately, 
the prophecy states that “the wise shall understand” 
(Daniel 12:10). The wise will apply themselves to the 
study of Scripture and will discern the prophecies of 
Daniel, Revelation, and all other prophets who spoke 
of Christ’s return—“the day of the Lord.”

 —Adapted from the booklet, As Lightning from the East
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1. Is Christ coming again?
“I will come again.” John 14:3.

2. How does Paul speak of this coming?
“Unto them that look for Him shall He appear the 
second time without sin unto salvation.” Hebrews 9:28.

3. Did the early disciples think that death would 
be the second coming of Christ?
“Peter seeing him [John] says to Jesus, Lord, and what 
shall this man do? Jesus says unto him, If I will that he 
tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou Me. 
Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, 
that that disciple should not die: yet Jesus said not 
unto him, He shall not die; but, If I will that he tarry 
till I come, what is that to thee?” John 21:21-23.
NOTE.-From this it is evident that the early disciples regarded 
death and the coming of Christ as two separate events. 
“ ‘Therefore be you also ready: for in such an hour as you think 
not the Son of man cometh.’ Some people say that means death; 

but the Word of God does not say it means death. Death is our 
enemy, but our Lord hath the keys of death; He has conquered 
death, hell, and the grave. . . . Christ is the Prince of life; there 
is no death where He is; death flees at His coming; dead bodies 
sprang to life when He touched them or spoke to them. His 
coming is not death. He is the resurrection and the life. When 
He sets up His kingdom, there is to be no death, but life for 
evermore.”  —”The Second Coming of Christ,” by D. L. Moody, 
pages 10, 11.

4. At His ascension, how did the angels say Christ 
would come again?
“And when He had spoken these things, while they 
beheld, He was taken up; and a cloud received Him 
out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly 
toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood 
by them in white apparel; which also said, Ye men 
of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this 
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as you have seen Him go 
into heaven.” Acts 1:9-11.



5. How did Christ Himself say He would come?
“For the Son of man shall come in the glory of His 
Father with His angels.” Matthew 16:27. “Then shall all 
the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the 
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory.” Matthew 24:30. “For whosoever shall 
be ashamed of Me and of My words, of him shall the 
Son of man be ashamed, when He shall come in His 
own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels.” 
Luke 9:26.

6. How many will see Him when He comes?
“Behold, He comes with clouds; and every eye shall see 
Him, and they also which pierced Him.”   
Revelation 1:7.
NOTE.-Christ’s second coming will be as real as was His first, 
and as visible as His ascension, and far more glorious. To 
spiritualize our Lord’s return is to pervert the obvious meaning 
of His promise, “I will come again,” and nullify the whole plan of 
redemption; for the reward of the faithful of all ages is to be given 
at this most glorious of all events.

7. What wonderful demonstration will 
accompany the Lord’s coming?
“The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first.”  
1 Thessalonians 4:16.

8. What warning has Christ given concerning 
false views of the manner of His coming?
“Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, 
or there; believe it not. For there shall arise false 
Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs 
and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they 
shall deceive the very elect. Behold, I have told you 
before. Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, 
He is in the desert; go not forth: behold, He is in the 
secret chambers; believe it not.” Matthew 24:23-26.

9. How visible is His coming to be?
“For as the lightning comes out of the east, and shines 
even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the 
Son of man be.” Matthew 24:27.

I am waiting for the coming
Of earth’s long-expected Lord;
For the signs are now fulfilling
That He gave us in His Word.
I am watching, I am waiting,
For that promised happy day;
Yet I do not cease my working;

I must work as well as pray.
—W. S. Cruzan
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Words for Life

Complex City Replication

You may recall from a previous article (January 2020 
issue), how each cell is like a large complex city. There are 
many functions within each cell, as many as might be found 
in a modern city. Specific organelles within each cell carry 
out these functions. On a molecular basis, there are many 
different machines with the purpose of manufacturing, 
transporting, storing, maintaining, producing energy, 
communicating, and disposing of waste. But the body is 
not made up of only one cell. Nor is it made up of only one 
type of cell. There are 10 trillion cells with thousands upon 
thousands of different types of cells, each specialized for a 
unique role and function.

Put in a simplistic way, when a cell divides it must provide 
all the necessary parts and pieces to carry out all cellular 
operations in each cell after its division. That is, all functions 

must be available for each cell. Considering the complexity 
of each cell, the logistics of this are mind-boggling. And yet 
this takes place every day within the body.

It is not the intent here to describe each and every step 
of cell replication. There are many college courses which 
require several years of study in order for one to describe 
and understand the processes of cell replication. Even then, 
such understanding is elemental. No, the goal here will be to 
draw attention to only one or two of the processes involved.

As the cell prepares to divide, there is a duplication of the 
basic organelles. This is followed by a migration of similar 
organelles to each side of the cell and equal distribution. 
During this process, a protein fiber is manufactured and 
extended along the inside of the cell wall until it becomes 
circumferential. It goes around the entire diameter of the 

by Dr. Carville Tolson
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The following is the sixth in a series of articles prepared by Carville Tolson, M.D. on the subject of creation.  
Living as we do in a world that irrationally promotes mindless evolution, it is beneficial that every Christian have some idea of the 
wonders of creation and life itself. It is our prayer that the information in this series will bless our readers and help them to offer 

valid reasons for belief in an all-wise and loving Creator.
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cell. This fiber, actin, will gradually contract around the cell 
much like a belt around a person’s waist. As migration of 
the organelles proceeds, and duplication of the DNA also 
finishes, the circumferential fiber slowly constricts and 
divides the cell. The end result is that there are two cells 
instead of one.

Within each of the two cells can be found all the organelles 
required for cellular function. Each cell is, of course, smaller 
in volume. But each cell has what is needed to carry on full 
metabolic function, including growth to increase its size and 
then replicate again. All of the DNA information is present, 
a complete duplicate set of instructions can be found 
within each cell. All of the machinery required for further 
duplication is present.

Copying the DNA is a truly remarkable process in itself. 
Because all this happens within the space of 10-24 hours, it 
is truly phenomenal that so much information can be copied 
so quickly! There are 3.3 billion pairs of DNA. All 3.3 billion 
pairs must be replicated with great accuracy. But how is that 
done?

There is not yet a complete understanding of the processes 
involved. Each new discovery of mechanisms brings with it 
more questions, and a new search for answers. 

Here are a few things that we do know:

In order to copy the DNA, molecular machines are needed 
which are able to temporarily “unpack” the tightly packed 
DNA, and then divide segments of the double-stranded 
DNA into single-strands of DNA. There are at least two 
machines involved. The latter is called a “helicase” enzyme. 
Then another molecular machine (“polymerase” – there are 
several types of this enzyme) reads the single-strand of DNA, 
inserts corresponding DNA molecules, and leaves behind an 
identical strand of DNA.

Both strands of DNA must be read. This doesn’t happen 
in the way that you and I might ordinarily think. It 
requires reading one strand of DNA forward and the other 
complementary strand of DNA backwards – all at the same 
time! This is because there is a “polarization” of each strand 
of DNA. Another way of saying it is that the DNA molecule 
is “directional” with each strand being exactly the opposite 
to the other strand of DNA. This means that there are at least 
two machines which are copying DNA simultaneously, each 
leaving behind a new string of DNA. Furthermore, it would 
appear to complicate the entire operation because those two 
new DNA strands need to be linked together precisely.

To describe how the polymerase works, picture it as going 
around the strand of DNA to be read. As it circles around 
each DNA molecule, it assembles a corresponding DNA 

molecule to match AND chemically bonds it to the one 
behind. The question can be raised: How many times does 
the polymerase need to revolve around a DNA molecule in 
order to select the correct DNA molecule to attach to the 
one behind? Would it be the first time? Would it be on the 
second revolution that it gets the correct DNA molecule? 
Or does it require 4 revolutions because there are 4 different 
DNA molecules from which to choose?

I don’t have the answer for that, and have not come across 
an answer. However, in the replication of DNA in some 
bacteria, the replication process along one DNA strand 
is as fast as 10,000 DNA units/second! One molecular 
biologist described it as “spinning faster than a jet engine!” 
For human cells, though, the speed is significantly slower – 
only 50-100 DNA units/second. Presumably, this is because 
DNA replication accuracy must be much greater in the more 
complex organisms. DNA replication is achieved in a short 
space of time because of numerous replicating mechanisms 
working simultaneously and starting at different locations 
on the DNA strands. Remember, the human body has 23 
pairs of chromosomes. Each chromosome has 4 “arms” or 
segments. This would divide the DNA genome into 184 
segments, and there are other starting points. 

That brings us to another point. The accuracy rate is 
99.9999%! This is because of the mechanisms which check 
for and correct any errors. After the new DNA strand has 
been created, then a machine will read the DNA, find errors, 
correct those errors, and add a protective “cap” (called a 
“telomere”) on the end of each strand. 

A spiritual application for us is simple. We, as Christians, 
are called to witness of our faith and, by God’s power and 
direction, to lead others to walk with Jesus. Jesus instructed 
us,  “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world (Matthew 28:19, 20).

When it comes to “replicating” Christians, each element 
necessary for a successful life in Christ needs to be imparted. 
It’s important to convey faith in God, trust in God, knowledge 
of God, hope in His promises, and love for Christ. This goes 
along with prayer, obedience, and study of the Bible. The 
more we have of these elemental principles, the more we are 
able to impart the same to someone else. Thankfully, new 
believers are usually impacted by many Christian examples. 
It behooves us to nurture all the elemental principles which 
we know are vital to our own salvation.

And remember, the whole process is a Divine miracle.



Words for Parents

Whatever They See...

She’s my little observer…

 Most kids are. They are like little sponges soaking 
up whatever they see. 

Lately,I’vebeenreflectingonwhatIgivethem
to soak up. What am I modeling for them? How 
are we, as parents, setting the tone for their little 
day? How am I teaching them to communicate
with others? What do I want them to do more of? 
Say please? Thank you? 

 These past few weeks, we’ve been drilling into 
their little minds to lose the phrase “I want”. 

Instead, we are working on, “may I please have?” 
“Can I have?” “Iwould like”… basically anything
other than that whiny, entitled “I WANT!” 

After a few days, my drilling stopped me in my 
trackswhenIthought,“HowoftendoIsay‘Iwant’?”
Maybe I need to start paying more attention to 
what I do. After all, modeling is one of the most 
powerfulwaystoteach.Stayingconscientiousisa
difficulttask.Especiallyinthehustleandbustleof
thedaybutremember,theyarewatching…what
do you want them to soak up? 
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by Krystin Henley



Krystin  lives with her husband and their three sweet girls in central Washington.  She is a licensed marriage 
and family therapist. While she enjoys her work as a therapist, she esteems her role as full-time mom as of 

utmost importance. 

A little over a year ago, she began an Online ministry, Nurturing Characters. The goal of this ministry is to 
provide education and resources to equip parents to guide and train their children to have noble characters fit 

for the heavenly kingdom.

You can access more information and resources (videos, game ideas, practical tips) online: www.nurturingcharacters.com

Thisinspiredgemgivesmecausetoconsiderhow 
myexamplewillimpactthenextgeneration:

“Fathers and mothers, you are teachers; 
your children are the pupils. Your tones 

of voice, your deportment, your spirit, are 
copied by your little ones. Children imitate 
their parents; hence great care should be 

taken to give them correct models. Parents 
who are kind and polite at home, while at 
the same time they are firm and decided, 
will see the same traits manifested in their 
children. If they are upright, honest, and 

honorable, their children will be quite likely 
to resemble them in these particulars. If they 
reverence and worship God, their children, 
trained in the same way, will not forget to 

serve Him also.”
~ChildGuidancep.215
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Editor’s Note: This story, published in the book Stories 
Worth Re-Reading (1913), is as pertinent today as when it 
was published. The popular question, “What Would Jesus 
Do?” could be re-phrased, “What would Jesus have me to 
do?” As we consider our time on earth in the light of eternity, 
may we choose to make the most of the moments we have!

As the guests came together in the brilliantly 
lighted parlors at the home of Mabel Ashton 
that crisp winter evening, there was nothing 
unusual in the appearance of the rooms to 
indicate that the party to which they had been 
invited was to be in any respect different from 
the round of gaiety to which they had been 
devoting themselves for the greater part of 
the winter. Some of the guests, as they greeted 
their young hostess, noticed an unusual 
degree of nervousness in her manner, but, 
attributing it to the excitement of preparation 
and anticipation, thought no more of it, and 
all were soon engaged in conversation.

The musicians were in their places, and the 
young people were beginning to wonder why 
the signal was not given for the orchestra to 
strike up, when Mabel Ashton, her sweet face 
flushed and pale by turns, took her stand 
near the musicians. After closing her eyes for 
a moment, during which the room became 

perfectly still, in a voice at first trembling, but 
clear and steady, she said:

“Friends, I know you will think me very 
strange; but before we do anything else, I must 
tell you a little story.

“I had a dream last night, which has made 
such an impression on my mind and heart that 
I must tell it to you. I dreamed that tonight 
had arrived, and you had all assembled in 
these rooms, when there came to the door, 
and was ushered in, a guest who seemed 
strangely familiar, and yet whom I could not 
recognize. He had a rare face, peaceful, yet a 
little sad in its expression, and His eyes were 
more penetrating than any that I had ever 
before seen. He was dressed in neat yet very 
plain clothing, but there was something in his 
appearance which marked Him as no ordinary 
man.

“While I was trying to think where I had seen 
Him, He advanced to me, took my hand, and 
said, gently, ‘You do not recognize Me, Mabel?’ 
Surprised at such a form of salutation from a 
stranger, I could only say, ‘Your face, Sir, seems 
familiar, yet I cannot recall Your name.’

“ ‘Yet I am one whom you have invited here 
this evening, or, I should rather say, one to 

Mabel Ashton’s Dream

Words for the Young at Heart
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whom both you and your parents have extended 
many invitations to be present here whenever I 
am able to come. You have even invited me to 
make My home here; and I have come tonight to 
join your little company.’

“ ‘I beg a thousand pardons,’ I replied, ‘but You 
mystify me all the more, and I beg You will relieve 
me by telling me whom I have the pleasure of 
greeting.’

“Then He offered to my view the palms of His 
hands, in which were scars as of nail wounds, 
and looked me through and through with those 
piercing yet tender eyes; and I did not need that 
He should say to me, ‘I am Jesus Christ, your 
Lord.’

“To say that I was startled would be to express 
only a very small part of my feelings. For a 
moment I stood still, not knowing what to do or 
say. Why could I not fall at His feet and say with 
all my heart, ‘I am filled with joy at seeing You 
here, Lord Jesus’?

“With those eyes looking into mine, I could not 
say it; for it was not true. For some reason, on the 
instant only half comprehended by myself, I was 
sorry He had come. It was an awful thought, to be 
glad to have all the rest of you here, yet sorry to 
see my Savior! Could it be that I was ashamed of 
Him, or was I ashamed of something in myself?

“At length I recovered myself in a degree, and 
said, ‘You wish to speak to my parents, I am sure.’

“ ‘Yes, Mabel,’ as He accompanied me to where 
my mother and father sat gazing in surprise at 
my evident confusion in greeting an unexpected 
guest. ‘But I came this evening chiefly to be with 
you and your young friends; for I have often 
heard you speak enthusiastically in your young 

people’s meetings about how delightful it would 
be if you could have Me visibly present with you.’

“Again the blush came to my cheeks as the 
thought flashed through my mind, ‘Tomorrow 
night is prayer meeting night; I should have been 
delighted to see Him then. But why not tonight, 
on this pleasant occasion?’ I led Him to my 
parents, and, in a somewhat shamefaced fashion, 
introduced Him.

“They both gave a start of amazed surprise, 
but, convinced by His appearance that there 
was no mistake, my father recovered a degree of 
self-possession, and bade Him welcome, as he 
offered Him a seat, remarking that this was an 
unexpected pleasure. After a somewhat lengthy 
pause, he explained to Jesus that his daughter 
Mabel, being very closely occupied with her 
studies, and having little variety in life, had been 
allowed to invite a few friends in for a social 
evening, with a little quiet dancing by way of 
healthful exercise. Her friends were all of the 
very choicest, and he felt that this was a harmless 
amusement, which the church had come to look 
upon in a somewhat different light from that in 
which it was viewed forty years ago. Removing 
the objectionable feature of bad company had 
made this pleasant pastime a safe indulgence.

“As my father stammered out, in the presence 
of Jesus, these words of apology, which had 
fallen from my own lips, I felt myself flush 
crimson with shame both for my dear father and 
for myself. Why should he apologize at all for 
what he considered unquestionably right? How 
hollow it all sounded there in the presence of the 
Lord! Did not Jesus know that my studies were 
not so pressing but that I could keep late hours, 
sometimes several nights in the week, at parties?
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“Then Father, anxious to relieve my evident 
embarrassment, said, ‘I am sure we can leave these 
young people safely to themselves, and nothing would 
please me so well as to take You, my Lord Jesus, off into 
my study for a talk.’

“ ‘No,’ said Jesus, ‘Mabel has often invited Me, and 
I came tonight especially to be with her. Will you 
introduce Me to your friends, Mabel? Some of them I 
know, but some I do not know.’

“Of course, all this time you, friends, were 
looking much in our direction, wondering at our 
embarrassment, and perhaps guessing that we had been 
made uncomfortable by the arrival of a not altogether 
welcome guest. I led Him first to some of the church 
members among you, and there was not one of you who 
looked so comfortable after the introduction as before.

“As it became known who the guest was, faces 
changed color, and some of you looked very much as 
if you would like to leave the room. It really seemed as 

if the church members were quite as unwilling to meet 
Jesus as those who were not Christians.

“One of you came up quietly and whispered to me, 
‘Shall I tell the musicians not to play the dance music, 
but to look up some sacred pieces?’ Jesus caught the 
question, and, looking us both squarely in the face, 
He simply asked, ‘Why should you?’ and we could not 
answer. Someone else suggested that we could have 
a very pleasant and profitable evening if we should 
change our original plans, and invite Jesus to talk to 
us. And he also was met with that searching question, 
‘Why should My presence change your plans?’

“After I had introduced the Lord Jesus to you all, and 
no one knew what to do next, Jesus turned to me and 
said: ‘You were planning for dancing, were you not? It 
is high time you began, or you cannot complete your 
program before daylight. Will you not give the word to 
the musicians, Mabel?’



“I was much embarrassed. If my original plan was 
all right, His presence ought only to add joy to the 
occasion; yet here were all my guests, as well as myself, 
made wretchedly uncomfortable by the presence 
of Him whom most of us called our best Friend. 
Determined to throw off this feeling and be myself, at 
His word I ordered the musicians to play for the first 
dance.

“The young man with whom I was engaged for that 
dance did not come to claim me, and no one went upon 
the floor. This was still worse embarrassment. The 
orchestra played once more, and two or three couples, 
more to relieve me than for any other reason, began to 
dance in a rather formal fashion. I was almost beside 
myself with shame and confusion, when the Lord Jesus 
turned to me and said: ‘Mabel, your guests do not seem 
at ease. Why do you not, as their hostess, relieve their 
embarrassment by dancing, yourself? Would it help 
you any if I should offer to dance with you?’

“My confusion gave way to an expression almost of 
horror, as I looked into those tenderly sad eyes and 
cried, ‘You dance! You cannot mean it!’

“ ‘Why not, Mabel? If My disciples may dance, may 
not I? Did you think all this winter, when you and 
others of My disciples have gathered for the dance, 
or the card party, or at the theater, that you left Me at 
home or in the church? You prayed for My presence 
in the prayer meeting; you did not quite want it 
here; but why not, My dear child? Why have you not 

welcomed Me tonight, Mabel? Why has My presence 
spoiled your pleasure? Though I am “a man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief,” yet I delight to share and 
increase all the pure joys of My disciples. Is it possible 
that you leave Me out of any of your pleasures, Mabel? 
If so, is it not because you feel that they do not help 
you to become like Me and to glorify Me; that they 
take your time and strength and thought to such an 
extent that you have less delight in My Word and in 
communion with Me? You have been asking, “What’s 
the harm?” Have you asked, “What is the gain?” Have 
you done these things for the glory of God?’

“It was plain to me now. Overcome with self-reproach 
and profound sorrow, I threw myself on the floor at His 
feet, and sobbed out my repentance.

“With a, ‘Daughter, go in peace; thy sins be forgiven 
thee,’ He was gone. I awoke and found that it was all a 
dream. And now I want to ask you, my friends, shall 
we go on with the program tonight, or shall we take 
these lists which we have prepared, and discuss for a 
time with our partners the question, ‘What can young 
people do to make the world better for their having 
lived in it’?”

As the vote was unanimous in favor of the latter plan, 
which was followed by other wholesome recreations, 
and as the social evening was declared the most 
delightful of the winter, it is safe to say that the Lord 
Jesus had sent that dream for others besides Mabel 
Ashton.
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Are you ready for Jesus to come?
Are you faithful in all that you do?

Have you fought a good fight;

Have you stood for the right:

Have others seen Jesus in you?
—Roy Pendleton



Words of the Pioneers

The Transfiguration:
E. J. Waggoner
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“And it came to pass about eight days after these 
sayings, He took with Him Peter and John and James, 
and went up into the mountain to pray. And as He was 
praying, the fashion of His countenance was altered, 
and His raiment became white and dazzling, and 
behold there talked with Him two men, which were 
Moses and Elijah; who appeared in glory, and spoke 
of His decease which He was about to accomplish at 
Jerusalem. Now Peter and they that were with him 
were heavy with sleep; but when they were fully awake, 
they saw His glory, and the two men that stood with 
Him. And it came to pass, as they were parting from 
Him, Peter said unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us 
to be here, and let us make three tabernacles; one 
for Thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah; not 
knowing what he said. And while he said these things, 
there came a cloud, and overshadowed them; and they 
feared as they entered into the cloud. And a voice came 
out of the cloud, saying, This is My Son, My Chosen: 
hear ye Him, and when the voice was past Jesus was 
found alone. And they held their peace, and told no 
man in those days any of the things which they had 
seen.” Luke 9:28-36.

It will readily be seen that in order to understand this 
lesson, we must read that which immediately precedes 
it, since reference is made to certain sayings of Jesus. 
We need to know what “these sayings” are. If we read 
from the eighteenth verse, we see that they include 
His question as to whom the people and the disciples 
said that He was, and the information concerning His 
betrayal, crucifixion, and resurrection. Then He spoke 

about taking up the cross and following Him, and said 
that whoever would save his life should lose it, while 
he who would lose his life for Christ’s sake should 
save it, closing with these words: “Whosoever shall be 
ashamed of Me and of My words, of him shall the Son 
of man be ashamed when He shall come in His own 
glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels. But I 
tell you of a truth, there be some standing here which 
shall not taste of death, till they see the kingdom of 
God.” In Matthew it is given, “There be some standing 
here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the 
Son of man coming in His kingdom” (Matthew 16:28), 
and Mark has it: “There be some of them that stand 
here, which shall not taste of death, till they have seen 
the kingdom of God come with power.” Mark 9:1. Then 
follows the story of the transfiguration. 

From these verses alone we are warranted in 
concluding that the transfiguration revealed the power 
and glory of Christ’s coming in His kingdom, and 
was a likeness of that event. But we are not obliged to 
draw conclusion, for we have the fact stated in plain 
language. One of those who were with Jesus when He 
was transfigured writes thus: “We have not followed 
cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto 
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For He received 
from God the Father honor and glory, when there came 
such a voice to Him from the excellent glory, This is My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. And the voice 
which came from heaven we heard, when we were with 
Him in the holy mount.” 2 Peter 1:16-18.  

the Power and Glory of Christ’s Coming
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Those three men, Peter, James, and John, were the 
ones who stood by when Jesus was speaking, who saw 
the kingdom of God come with power. They saw the 
Son of man come in His kingdom. So by studying the 
transfiguration we may know the nature of Christ’s 
second coming, and some of the results of the power 
of it. In the first place, we see that the coming of 
Christ will be visible and personal. There will be no 
“secret rapture,” no coming secretly and snatching 
the saints away while others are entirely unconscious 
of it. Such an idea is a fabrication of a disordered 
human imagination, with not the slightest foundation 
in Scripture. He will come like a thief in the night, 
it is true, in that He will come when people are not 
expecting Him; but “He cometh with clouds; and every 
eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him,” 
Revelation 1:7. He ascended to heaven in full view of 
the disciples, until a cloud received Him out of their 
sight; and as they stood gazing up at the place where 
they had last seen Him, two angels appeared to them, 
and said, “This same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen Him go into heaven.” Acts 1:11. 

When Christ comes He will come in all the glory of 
heaven, so it is said to us, “Ye are dead, and your life 
is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our 
life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in 
glory” Colossians 3:3, 4. At the representation of His 
coming, in the mount, two saints appeared with Him 
in glory, as representatives of the millions of glorified 
saints at the last day. At that time there will be two 
classes—those who have been asleep in the graves, and 
those “which are alive and remain unto the coming of 
the Lord.” “We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trump; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” 
1 Corinthians 15:51, 52. “For the Lord Himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the Archangel, and with the trump of God; and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first; then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we 
ever be with the Lord.” 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17. 

Of those who are alive and remain until the coming 
of the Lord, so that they are taken to heaven without 
ever having died, Elijah was the representative on the 
mount of transfiguration. In the second chapter of 
Second Kings we have the account of the translation of 
Elijah. He never died, but was taken to heaven just as the 
righteous will be who are alive at the coming of Christ. 
On the other hand, Moses died, and the Lord buried 
him in the land of Moab. Deuteronomy 34:1-7. Yet he 
was present in glory on the mount of transfiguration. 
How did he get there? Evidently by a resurrection, for 
there is no other way by which a person once dead can 
come to life, and go to heaven. “So shall we ever be 
with the Lord,” wrote the apostle after saying that the 
dead should be raised first at the coming of the Lord, 
and then the living should be changed. The only way 
to be with the Lord is by the translation of the living 
or by the resurrection of the dead. But let no one get 
the idea that death is translation. It is not in any sense 
of the word. Those who die are never translated, but if 
they are righteous they will be translated at the coming 
of the Lord. Moses, however, like Elijah, was taken to 
heaven before the mass of the saints. 

But some one will say that we have no evidence of 
the resurrection of Moses, and that we have nothing 
but assumption to show for it. That is a mistake. The 
fact that Moses died, and that he was nevertheless in 
the mount with Elijah, talking with Christ, is sufficient 
evidence that he had been raised from the dead. We 
need no further evidence. But there is incidental 
reference to the resurrection of Moses. The Apostle 
Jude exhorts us not to speak evil of any person, and 
says that even Michael the archangel, when contending 
with the devil He disputed about the body of Moses, 
durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but 
said, “The Lord rebuke thee.” Jude 9. Satan is the one 
“that had the power of death” Hebrews 2:14. He claims 
all the dead as his lawful prey. But Christ came to spoil 
him of his goods, and has the keys of the grave. But for 
the one mistake of Moses, when he “spake unadvisedly 
with his lips,” he would undoubtedly have been 
translated as Enoch was; but after having tasted death, 
God would raise him from the dead. Satan, however, 
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disputed the right of Christ to take away one whom 
he claimed as his prey, but his opposition amounted 
to nothing, and so Moses appeared with the Lord in 
glory. Thus we have the assurance that the power of the 
coming of the Lord is the power of the resurrection. It 
is the power that transforms people from corruptible 
to incorruptible; therefore everybody who believes 
in and works for the coming of Christ ought to be a 
transformed person, living in the Spirit. 

What were these two glorified saints doing on the 
mountain with Jesus?—They were talking with Him of 
His decease which He should accomplish at Jerusalem. 
What were the three disciples doing?—They were 
asleep [see Luke’s account]. Did Jesus take them up 
there with Him to go to sleep? Most certainly not. He 
took them with Him in order that they might have the 
conversation, and see the glory that should follow His 
crucifixion. They did indeed see and hear something, 
for they were awakened by what was going on; but if 
they had been awake all the time—and they certainly 
could have kept awake if Jesus did—they would not 
have been taken by surprise when Jesus was taken 
and crucified, and they would not have shamefully 
forsaken Him. “Let us not sleep as do others, but let us 

watch and be sober.” “Watch ye therefore; for ye know 
not when the Master of the house cometh, at even, or 
at midnight, or at the cock crowing, or in the morning; 
lest coming suddenly, He find you sleeping” Mark 
13:35, 36. 

“They feared to enter the cloud.” Yet it was in the 
cloud that Jesus received the messengers from heaven; 
the voice that spoke to Jesus, proclaiming Him the Son 
of God, came from the cloud, and that voice “came 
from heaven.” Clouds and darkness are round about the 
throne of God in heaven (Psalm 97:2), therefore they 
are not to be feared. The clouds only cover the glory 
of the Lord, and the darkness is to Him as the light. 
Therefore let no one mourn when darkness comes, 
but rather always and in all things give thanks to the 
Father who “hath made us meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light; who hath delivered 
us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us 
into the kingdom of His dear Son, in whom we have 
redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of 
sins.” Colossians 1:12-14. 

—This article appeared in The Present Truth, July 19, 1900.
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