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Greetings, Friends!

2020 is almost in the “history books”! Parts of the year have seemed so amazingly long, yet it still amazes us to see it 
is nearly complete. We thank each of you for your words of encouragement, prayers of support, and financial gifts. Your 
steadfast kindness has blessed and inspired us.

Many of the events of this year have made us long for heaven in an even greater way than before. We think of the patriarch, 
Abraham, who left his family, his home, and his possessions to follow God’s command. “He looked for a city which hath 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God” (Hebrews 11:10). He chose to have faith in God’s leadership even when he 
didn’t understand all of what God had planned for him.

Hebrews 11 goes on to share all about many Biblical heroes who chose to have faith and follow God’s leading in the face 
of unexplainable odds. “These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off,” shares the 
writer of Hebrews. He goes on to say that these faithful ones “confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth” 
(Hebrews 11:13). 

Do you feel like a stranger? A pilgrim? Be encouraged! Like the Biblical believers, you can “desire a better country, that is, 
an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for He hath prepared for them a city” (Hebrews 11:16).

In this issue of Hope for you, we are excited to spend some time contemplating the wonderful things God has 
prepared for those who love Him. Someday soon, He will come to rescue us from the pain and tumult of this wicked 
world. Someday soon, He will remake our world and we will have the opportunity to experience life without sin, without 
pain, without sorrow. Truly “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love Him” (1 Corinthians 2:9). Let us be ready to welcome Jesus when He comes!

Blessings,   The Hope International Team

Hope for you is a monthly publication of Hope International. We are a non-profit ministry, seeking to share the love of 
God through active ministry in our community and beyond. 

We believe that God has a plan and purpose for His people in these tumultuous times, and we seek to spread an 
encouraging word to uplift Christ and His truth. We have an extensive health ministry, and believe that God’s will is for all 
His children to “Prosper and be in health,” (3 John 2) even as our souls prosper in following His will and guidance.

We joyfully accept tax-deductible donations to advance the cause of Christ. 
Hope for you is free of charge for all who donate or order products. 
We would be delighted to send your friends or family a complimentary three-issue trial subscription. Just email or send 

us their names and addresses.
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“The great controversy is ended.  
Sin and sinners are no more. The entire universe 

is clean. One pulse of harmony and gladness beats 
through the vast creation. From Him who created 
all, flow life and light and gladness, throughout 

the realms of illimitable space. From the minutest 
atom to the greatest world, all things, animate 

and inanimate, in their unshadowed beauty and 
perfect joy, declare that God is love.” 

—E. G. White



by Ellen White

Words of Inspiration

Before the universe has been 
clearly presented the great sacrifice 
made by the Father and the Son 
in man’s behalf. The hour has 
come when Christ occupies His 
rightful position and is glorified 
above principalities and powers 
and every name that is named. It 
was for the joy that was set before 
Him--that He might bring many 
sons unto glory--that He endured 
the cross and despised the shame. 
And inconceivably great as was the 
sorrow and the shame, yet greater 
is the joy and the glory. He looks 
upon the redeemed, renewed 
in His own image, every heart 
bearing the perfect impress of the 
divine, every face reflecting the 
likeness of their King. He beholds 
in them the result of the travail of 
His soul, and He is satisfied. … 

The wicked are filled with the 
same hatred of God that inspires 
Satan; but they see that their 
case is hopeless, that they cannot 
prevail against Jehovah. Their 
rage is kindled against Satan and 
those who have been his agents 
in deception, and with the fury of 
demons they turn upon them.  

Saith the Lord: “Because thou 
hast set thine heart as the heart of 
God; behold, therefore I will bring 
strangers upon thee, the terrible of 
the nations: and they shall draw 
their swords against the beauty 

of thy wisdom, and they shall 
defile thy brightness. They shall 
bring thee down to the pit.” “I will 
destroy thee, O covering cherub, 
from the midst of the stones of fire. 
. . . I will cast thee to the ground, I 
will lay thee before kings, that they 
may behold thee. . . . I will bring 
thee to ashes upon the earth in the 
sight of all them that behold thee. . 
. . Thou shalt be a terror, and never 
shalt thou be any more.” Ezekiel 
28:6-8, 16-19.  

… Fire comes down from God 
out of heaven. The earth is broken 
up. The weapons concealed in its 
depths are drawn forth. Devouring 
flames burst from every yawning 
chasm. The very rocks are on fire. 
The day has come that shall burn 
as an oven. The elements melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also, and the 
works that are therein are burned 
up. Malachi 4:1; 2 Peter 3:10. The 
earth’s surface seems one molten 
mass—a vast, seething lake of fire. 
It is the time of the judgment and 
perdition of ungodly men--”the 
day of the Lord’s vengeance, and 
the year of recompenses for the 
controversy of Zion.” Isaiah 34:8.  

The wicked receive their 
recompense in the earth. Proverbs 
11:31. They “shall be stubble: and 
the day that cometh shall burn 
them up, saith the Lord of hosts.” 

Malachi 4:1. Some are destroyed 
as in a moment, while others 
suffer many days. All are punished 
“according to their deeds.” The 
sins of the righteous having been 
transferred to Satan, he is made 
to suffer not only for his own 
rebellion, but for all the sins which 
he has caused God’s people to 
commit. His punishment is to 
be far greater than that of those 
whom he has deceived. After 
all have perished who fell by his 
deceptions, he is still to live and 
suffer on. In the cleansing flames 
the wicked are at last destroyed, 
root and branch--Satan the root, 
his followers the branches. The 
full penalty of the law has been 
visited; the demands of justice 
have been met; and heaven and 
earth, beholding, declare the 
righteousness of Jehovah.  

… Now God’s creatures are 
forever delivered from his presence 
and temptations. “The whole 
earth is at rest, and is quiet: they 
[the righteous] break forth into 
singing.” Isaiah 14:7. And a shout 
of praise and triumph ascends 
from the whole loyal universe. 
“The voice of a great multitude,” 
“as the voice of many waters, and as 
the voice of mighty thunderings,” 
is heard, saying: “Alleluia: for the 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” 
Revelation 19:6.  
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While the earth was wrapped in the fire of 
destruction, the righteous abode safely in the Holy 
City. Upon those that had part in the first resurrection, 
the second death has no power. While God is to the 
wicked a consuming fire, He is to His people both a sun 
and a shield. Revelation 20:6; Psalm 84:11. 

“I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first 
heaven and the first earth were passed away.” Revelation 
21:1. The fire that consumes the wicked purifies 
the earth. Every trace of the curse is swept away. No 
eternally burning hell will keep before the ransomed 
the fearful consequences of sin.  

One reminder alone remains: Our Redeemer will 
ever bear the marks of His crucifixion. Upon His 
wounded head, upon His side, His hands and feet, are 
the only traces of the cruel work that sin has wrought. 
Says the prophet, beholding Christ in His glory: “He 
had bright beams coming out of His side: and there was 
the hiding of His power.” Habakkuk 3:4, margin. That 
pierced side whence flowed the crimson stream that 
reconciled man to God--there is the Saviour’s glory, 
… through the eternal ages the wounds of Calvary will 
show forth His praise and declare His power.  

“O Tower of the flock, the stronghold of the daughter 
of Zion, unto Thee shall it come, even the first 
dominion.” Micah 4:8. The time has come to which 
holy men have looked with longing since the flaming 
sword barred the first pair from Eden, the time for “the 
redemption of the purchased possession.” Ephesians 
1:14. The earth originally given to man as his kingdom, 
betrayed by him into the hands of Satan, and so long 
held by the mighty foe, has been brought back by the 
great plan of redemption. All that was lost by sin has 
been restored. “Thus saith the Lord . . . that formed the 
earth and made it; He hath established it, He created it 
not in vain, He formed it to be inhabited.” Isaiah 45:18. 
God’s original purpose in the creation of the earth is 
fulfilled as it is made the eternal abode of the redeemed. 
“The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein 
forever.” Psalm 37:29.  

A fear of making the future inheritance seem too 
material has led many to spiritualize away the very 
truths which lead us to look upon it as our home. Christ 
assured His disciples that He went to prepare mansions 
for them in the Father’s house. Those who accept the 
teachings of God’s word will not be wholly ignorant 

concerning the heavenly abode. And yet, “eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart 
of man, the things which God hath prepared for them 
that love Him.” 1 Corinthians 2:9. Human language is 
inadequate to describe the reward of the righteous. …

In the Bible the inheritance of the saved is called 
“a country.” Hebrews 11:14-16. There the heavenly 
Shepherd leads His flock to fountains of living waters. 
The tree of life yields its fruit every month, and the 
leaves of the tree are for the service of the nations. 
There are ever-flowing streams, clear as crystal, and 
beside them waving trees cast their shadows upon the 
paths prepared for the ransomed of the Lord. There the 
wide-spreading plains swell into hills of beauty, and the 
mountains of God rear their lofty summits. On those 
peaceful plains, beside those living streams, God’s 
people, so long pilgrims and wanderers, shall find a 
home.  

“My people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, 
and in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting places.” 
“Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting 
nor destruction within thy borders; but thou shalt call 
thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise.” “They shall 
build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant 
vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. They shall not 
build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and 
another eat: . . . Mine elect shall long enjoy the work of 
their hands.” Isaiah 32:18; 60:18; Isaiah 65:21, 22.  

There, “the wilderness and the solitary place shall be 
glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom 
as the rose.” “Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir 
tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle 
tree.” “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid; . . . and a little child 
shall lead them.” “They shall not hurt nor destroy in all 
My holy mountain,” saith the Lord. Isaiah 35:1; 55:13; 
Isaiah 11:6, 9.  

Pain cannot exist in the atmosphere of heaven. There 
will be no more tears, no funeral trains, no badges 
of mourning. “There shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying: . . . for the former things are 
passed away.” “The inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: 
the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their 
iniquity.” Revelation 21:4; Isaiah 33:24.  

There is the New Jerusalem, the metropolis of the 
glorified new earth, “a crown of glory in the hand of 
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the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God.” 
“Her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a 
jasper stone, clear as crystal.” “The nations of them which 
are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the 
earth do bring their glory and honor into it.” Saith the 
Lord: “I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in My people.” 
“The tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with 
them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall 
be with them, and be their God.” Isaiah 62:3; Revelation 
21:11, 24; Isaiah 65:19; Revelation 21:3.  

In the City of God “there shall be no night.” None will 
need or desire repose. There will be no weariness in doing 
the will of God and offering praise to His name. We shall 
ever feel the freshness of the morning and shall ever be far 
from its close. “And they need no candle, neither light of 
the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light.” Revelation 
22:5. The light of the sun will be superseded by a radiance 
which is not painfully dazzling, yet which immeasurably 
surpasses the brightness of our noontide. The glory of God 
and the Lamb floods the Holy City with unfading light. The 
redeemed walk in the sunless glory of perpetual day.  

“I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and 
the Lamb are the temple of it.” Revelation 21:22. The people 
of God are privileged to hold open communion with the 
Father and the Son. “Now we see through a glass, darkly.” 1 
Corinthians 13:12. We behold the image of God reflected, 
as in a mirror, in the works of nature and in His dealings 
with men; but then we shall see Him face to face, without a 
dimming veil between. We shall stand in His presence and 
behold the glory of His countenance.  

There the redeemed shall know, even as also they are 
known. The loves and sympathies which God Himself 
has planted in the soul shall there find truest and sweetest 
exercise. The pure communion with holy beings, the 
harmonious social life with the blessed angels and with the 
faithful ones of all ages who have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb, the sacred ties 
that bind together “the whole family in heaven and earth” 
(Ephesians 3:15)—these help to constitute the happiness of 
the redeemed.  

There, immortal minds will contemplate with never-
failing delight the wonders of creative power, the mysteries 
of redeeming love. There will be no cruel, deceiving foe 
to tempt to forgetfulness of God. Every faculty will be 
developed, every capacity increased. The acquirement of 

knowledge will not weary the mind or exhaust the energies. 
There the grandest enterprises may be carried forward, 
the loftiest aspirations reached, the highest ambitions 
realized; and still there will arise new heights to surmount, 
new wonders to admire, new truths to comprehend, fresh 
objects to call forth the powers of mind and soul and body.  

All the treasures of the universe will be open to the study 
of God’s redeemed. Unfettered by mortality, they wing 
their tireless flight to worlds afar--worlds that thrilled 
with sorrow at the spectacle of human woe and rang with 
songs of gladness at the tidings of a ransomed soul. With 
unutterable delight the children of earth enter into the 
joy and the wisdom of unfallen beings. They share the 
treasures of knowledge and understanding gained through 
ages upon ages in contemplation of God’s handiwork. With 
undimmed vision they gaze upon the glory of creation-
-suns and stars and systems, all in their appointed order 
circling the throne of Deity. Upon all things, from the least 
to the greatest, the Creator’s name is written, and in all are 
the riches of His power displayed.  

And the years of eternity, as they roll, will bring richer 
and still more glorious revelations of God and of Christ. 
As knowledge is progressive, so will love, reverence, and 
happiness increase. The more men learn of God, the greater 
will be their admiration of His character. As Jesus opens 
before them the riches of redemption and the amazing 
achievements in the great controversy with Satan, the hearts 
of the ransomed thrill with more fervent devotion, and with 
more rapturous joy they sweep the harps of gold; and ten 
thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands 
of voices unite to swell the mighty chorus of praise.  

“And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, 
and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that 
are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory, 
and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever.” Revelation 5:13.  

The great controversy is ended. Sin and sinners are no 
more. The entire universe is clean. One pulse of harmony 
and gladness beats through the vast creation. From Him 
who created all, flow life and light and gladness, throughout 
the realms of illimitable space. From the minutest atom to 
the greatest world, all things, animate and inanimate, in 
their unshadowed beauty and perfect joy, declare that God 
is love.  

—Taken from The Great Controversy, pp. 671-678
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Are you suffering from: A lack of 
energy, poor skin tone, blem-

ishes, cellulite, constipation, or 
weight that just won’t seem to 
come off?  If so, you may need 
to clean out your colon! If you 
are suffering from these prob-

lems you may be toxic, meaning 
you are storing waste in your 

colon that cannot get out. When 
waste overstays its welcome, 

building up through your colon 
and intestines, it becomes a 

breeding ground for dangerous 
bacteria that can attack your 

health and quality of life!

Suggested Adult Usage:
To cleanse the colon & improve 
digestive health: Take 1-2 
capsules, 1-2 times a day on an 
empty stomach.
For stronger cleansing or to 
relieve constipation: Increase to 
4 capsules, 3 times a day on an 
empty stomach.

Did You Know?
“Most people who eat the Standard 
American diet have about 5-10 pounds of 
matter stored in the colon. It’s said that, 
according to the autopsy, John Wayne had 
40 pounds of impacted fecal matter in his 
body at death. Elvis, reportedly had 60 
pounds!”

Colon Clear

Colon Clear Is The 
100% Natural Way 
To Help:
• Fight colorectal problems
• Improve gastrointestinal 

health
• End constipation and 

improve natural waste 
flow, reducing irritation and 
discomfort

• Reduce excess gas, and 
the gas-producing bacteria 
that thrive in the lower 
bowel

• Form softer, more natural 
stools

• Cleanse the body of 
toxins and improve skin 
complexion

Ingredients: 
Bentonite Clay Powder - A natural detoxifier, it is especially beneficial for intestinal 
cleansing programs� It adsorbs toxins and waste, removing it from the body gently and 
effectively�
Concentrated Aloe Vera Powder - One of the most popular herbs for cleansing and 
soothing the digestive tract� This herb helps repair damaged tissue in the gut and 
stimulates all of the digestive glands to function properly, including the stomach, 
kidneys, gallbladder, and liver� Aloe also helps improve daily regularity�
Psyllium Seed Powder - A great source of water-soluble fiber, Psyllium swells when 
mixed with water during the digestive process� The result is mucilage, a gooey and 
almost gelatinous substance that bulks up your stool while simultaneously softening 
it� Psyllium’s colon cleanse power derives from the mucilage’s ability to move bowel 
contents along� Through lubrication and gentle brushing of your intestines, fecal matter 
gets unstuck and is expelled� Think of psyllium husk like a soft, wet, scrubby sponge for 
your intestinal walls!
Celery Powder - A natural antioxidant, diuretic, & laxative�
Prune Concentrate - Helps enhance regularity�
Mint - Eases stomach pain and gas associated with stomach and bowel conditions� 
Flaxseed Powder - Coats and lubricates the bowel which helps keep the colon walls 
clean�
Anise - Helps prevent constipation and bloating�
Vitamin C - Contains powerful antioxidants that help prevent bowel problems� Necessary 
for proper wound repair, vitamin C helps a variety of bowel issues, even ulcers and 
other painful conditions�
Magnesium - Helps to prevent constipation by relaxing your colon walls when you are 
under stress�
Papain (from tropical papaya fruit) - Helps prevent constipation and intestinal parasite 
infections�
Bromelain Enzymes (from pineapple) - Helps destroy intestinal parasites and fights 
inflammation.

90 $13.99
CAPSULES PRICE
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by Kaye Olson, ND

Words of Health

The first impression conveyed by the word “temperance” is 
the idea of voluntary restraint, or, not indulging in all things that 
might be available to us. Just because we can eat it, does not mean 
we should. The dictionary meaning of temperance is “to abstain”, 
to stay away from, and to use our self-control over our desire for 
certain things.

True temperance means we should dispense entirely with 
everything that is harmful and we should use wisely the things that 
are healthful. There are many things that are in themselves good 
for us, but if not taken or used wisely and in moderation, will end 
up causing us harm. In this article, we are going to deal with one 
important aspect of temperance in our diets, fasting.

Everyone is familiar with things that are not good for our health, 
but not everyone is aware that one of the best ways to apply healthful 
and needed temperance to our bodies is to fast regularly from all 
food and drink intake excepting water for a short period.

Some people might think it’s odd that anyone would go without 
food for any length of time due to the fact that eating is one of the 
body’s most basic needs. But the fact is, fasting for short periods, 
with adequate water intake, can be of great benefit to the human 
body, and assist it to maintain good health.

Firstly, fasting gives the digestive tract time to completely rest 
and strengthen its mucosal lining, which exists to prevent leakage 
of incompletely digested proteins into our bloodstream. A healthy 
digestive tract also helps to protect the blood and inner organs 

against a variety of environmental and metabolic toxins. In addition, 
much stress is caused to our stomach and other digestive organs 
because of the constant activity we force upon them. People who eat 
between meals deprive the stomach in particular of essential rest, as 
it is forced into increased activity to process the additional food. We 
need 4-5 hours in between meals, to give our digestive systems the 
rest they need.

Our bodies are also put under stress just by living every day. 
Our cells are damaged by stress hormones produced by the body, as 
well as our poor food choices, environmental radiation, ingestion of 
toxins even from the air we breathe, and other life events. When our 
bodies are under severe stress or illness this cell damage increases. A 
24-hour fast every 1-2 weeks allows our body organs to adequately 
rest, (particularly the stomach) and for energy normally used in the 
process of digestion to be instead utilized to cleanse it of toxins.

“Detoxification is a normal body process of eliminating or 
neutralizing toxins through the colon, liver, kidneys, lungs, lymph 
glands, and skin.” (Web-MD- Detox Diets: Cleansing the Body). 
Fasting precipitates detoxification because when food is no longer 
entering the body, the body then turns to fat reserves for energy. 
Our fat reserves are created from excess glucose and carbohydrates 
that have not been used for energy or growth and not been excreted, 
and these then convert into fat.

When our fat reserves are used for energy during a fast, 
chemicals are released from the fatty acids into the system which 
are then eliminated through the above-mentioned body organs. It is 
important to note that chemicals absorbed from one’s environment, 
such as DDT, are also stored in fat reserves and can be released during 
a fast. People who have fasted have tested their urine, perspiration, 
and feces and found traces of DDT and other chemicals in each.

The second major benefit of fasting is found in the healing 
process that fasting initiates, for when fasting is commenced energy 
is diverted away from the digestive organs due to them not being 
used, and towards our metabolism and immune system. This 
healing is started by the body needing to search for energy sources. 
“Production of protein for replacement of damaged cells (protein 
synthesis) occurs more efficiently because fewer “mistakes” are 
made by the DNA/RNA genetic controls which govern the process”. 
(Fasting, Goodmorningdoctor.com). A more efficient protein 
synthesis results in healthier cells, tissues, and organs.
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Fasting also produces a reduction in core body temperature due 
to the slowing of our metabolic rate and general bodily functions. 
This drop in core body temperature has also, interestingly, been 
linked by researchers to a slowing in the aging process. This long-
term benefit is caused partly by the slowing of our metabolic rate, an 
improved immune system, the more efficient protein production, 
increased hormone production, and the fact that an anti-aging 
hormone in our bodies is more efficiently produced under fasting 
conditions.

It has been said that “The only reliable way to extend the lifespan 
of a mammal is under-nutrition without malnutrition.” (Fasting, 
Goodmorningdoctor.com).

In the 1930’s, there was a study performed on earthworms 
which demonstrated the effect of fasting on aging. It was done by 
isolating one worm and putting it on a cycle of fasting and feeding. 
The isolated worm outlasted the other worms in the study by 19 
generations, while still maintaining its youthful physiological traits, 
and it was able to survive on its own tissue for months. Once the size 
of the worm began to decrease, the scientists would resume feeding 
it, at which point it showed great vigor and energy. One scientist 
observed “the lifespan extension of these worms was the equivalent 
of keeping a man alive for 600 to 700 years!” (“The Health Benefits 
of Fasting”, sumeria.net)

People have reported other benefits from fasting:
• Having more energy

• Healthier skin, teeth, and gums

• Better quality of sleep

• A decrease in anxiety and tension

• Dramatic reduction or complete elimination of aches and 
pains in muscles and joints

• Decrease or elimination of headaches

• Improvement with a wide variety of chronic degenerative 
health conditions, including autoimmune disorders

• Stabilization of blood pressure and bowel movements

• Stronger and more efficient digestion 

• Loss of excess weight 

Will Fasting Harm Me?
A 24-hour water fast (meaning you eat nothing and drink only 

water) is very beneficial and will not harm you in any way. As 
described above, when the body is fasting it goes through a process 
of, firstly, running on its existing blood sugar; secondly, it converts 
its stored fat into sugar for energy, and only when those sources are 
exhausted, it finally turns to our protein stores for energy—a state 
we do not want to reach when fasting. 

Getting to that stage take weeks, even months to occur. Therefore, 
fasting for 24 hours should present no ill effects. However, it is 
recommended that you obtain your treating practitioner’s approval 
before commencing to fast 

Some 24-hour Fasting Tips
• Don’t over-eat the day before to try to compensate for your 

24-hour fast! This will actually make you hungrier.

• Don’t under-eat the day before as this will make the fast day 
much harder, and some uncomfortable detox symptoms 
may result-e.g. tiredness or flu-like symptoms. 

• Eat normal-sized meals, but make sure it’s all healthy, 
nutritious food! Consuming carbohydrates (i.e. potatoes, 
pasta) will be very effective as they bond with water that 
your body will make use of during the fast. 

• Be sure not to eat food too quickly at the first post-fast 
meal. Begin with a drink of juice or some fruit slices. This 
puts sugar into the bloodstream and occupies space in the 
stomach, discouraging you from eating too rapidly. Your 
body needs proper nutrition and no empty calories, so lock 
up that tempting candy or chocolate bar!

• Begin the break-fast with a light meal of simple food, such 
as a piece of honey cake or crackers.

• Four quarts of drinking water for the fast day should be 
more than enough. Sipping this periodically is the best way 
to ensure total adequate intake.

• If you have the feeling of an empty or gnawing stomach in 
the fast day, this is not true hunger! Resist temptations to 
give in!

Fasting can also reset our nervous system’s sensitivity, providing 
an effective way of overcoming dependencies on caffeine, nicotine, 
alcohol, recreational drugs, salt, sugar, etc.

After many people have tried fasting, they marvel at how sweet 
the taste of romaine lettuce becomes, how refreshing apples now 
seem, or how wonderfully delicious bake potatoes taste, without 
sour cream or butter! Many of us have been eating rich, salty, and 
sweetened foods for so long that we cannot even remember how 
good foods taste in their natural, unprocessed states. 

As you can see, there are many benefits to be obtained from even 
intermittent fasting. The body rids itself of toxins that have built up 
in our fat stores, often over years, heals itself, repairs all damaged 
organs, with additional evidence demonstrating that regulated 
fasting also contributes to a longer life span. By fasting regularly 
and sensibly you will feel happier, more energetic, ache less, and 
sleep better. So try fasting! You’ll be glad you did! 

Dr. Kaye Olson and the Hope for Health staff are 
ready and willing to answer any product or health 

questions you may have. We are also happy to consult 
with you regarding any diet or lifestyle changes.  

Please call 828-649-0278. 
If you wish to order or would like a free copy of our 
informative catalog, please call, visit our website or 

fill out the order sheet at the back of this publication.
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various systems of the 
body: muscles, bones, 

nerves, blood, and 
more, wouldn’t receive 
the precious nutrition 
they need in order to 

function. Therefore, it is 
an absolute necessity to 
keep your liver healthy! 
If your habits have been 
unhealthy, there is hope! 

The liver is quick to 
forgive, so start being 

kind to it today and enjoy 
overall better health!
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years, most commonly for liver and gallbladder problems� 
Research suggests that milk thistle extracts both prevent and 
repair damage to the liver from toxic chemicals and medications�
Dandelion - A powerful yet gentle liver-cleansing herb that 
supports the kidneys too. Dandelion contains two flavonoid 
glycosides, Apigenin and Luteolin, which have demonstrated 
diuretic, anti-spasmodic, anti-oxidant, and liver-protecting 
properties�
Aloe Vera - Purifies the body and aids liver function. Helps repair 
damaged tissue in the gut and stimulates all of the digestive 
glands to function properly, including the stomach, kidneys, 
gallbladder, and liver� 
Bromelain - Bromelain is a natural enzyme found in the stem and 
fruit of the pineapple that promotes healthy liver function, works 
as a natural anti-inflammatory to protect the liver from damage, 
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from damage�
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bile, and improves overall liver function�
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and is known to protect and even restore the integrity of liver cells�
Uva Ursi - Soothes and strengthens irritated and inflamed 
tissues, particularly the liver� 
Schizandra Berry - Detoxifies the liver from harmful environmental 
toxins and pollutants while stimulating overall liver function�
Dong Quai Root - Assists the liver in eliminating toxins from the 
body and helps it utilize more oxygen - making it more efficient.

What Does The Liver Do?
• Processes all food & (most) drugs we ingest
• Stores energy by stockpiling sugar until needed
• Manufactures new proteins
• Produces clotting factors for the blood
• Makes bile to aid in the digestion of food
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• Detoxifies the body of poisonous chemicals, including 

alcohol and drugs
• Removes poisons from the body that are accumulated 

from exhaust, smoke, and chemicals in the air we 
breathe

NOTE: Some medications are changed and broken down by the 
liver. Some of the ingredients in Liver Support might decrease 
how quickly the liver breaks them down. Taking these herbs 
along with the medications that are broken down by the liver 
can increase the effects and side effects of the drug. Before 

taking Liver Support, talk to your health care provider if you 
take any medications that are changed by the liver.
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The Overcomer
He that shall overcome,

Whom Christ indeed makes free,
In Paradise shall have a home,

And eat of life’s fair tree.

He that in Christ has faith
To life’s last trying hour,—

On such an one the second death
Shall have no shade of power.

He shall receive at last
From Him that overcame,

Of hidden manna sweet repast,
White stone with precious name.

To him shall power be given
O’er fiends to darkness hurled;

With Christ, the Lord of earth and heaven,
The saints shall judge the world.

They shall be clothed in white,
And walk the streets of gold,

The joy of Christ their chief delight,
Whose glory they behold.

Fixed pillars in God’s fane,
Blest monuments of grace,

Bearing their Saviour’s dear new name,
Seeing the Father’s face.

So blest the just shall be
When this brief life is flown,

Christlike, exultant, holy, free,
Crowned kings on Jesus’ throne.

Such hope the heart will cheer,
God’s boundless love extol;

In Christ we are God’s children here,
With Christ joint heirs of all.

—N. W. Vincent 
Originally Published in The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald,  June 9, 1885
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Millions of people are anticipating, although for 
different reasons, a time when they can leave this 
planet and migrate to another happier, less cluttered 
world in space. Many believe that time is running out 
for this overcrowded, polluted planet which has been 
so misused for 6,000 years. For survival purposes only, 
they hope to move into an orbiting satellite, made 
scientifically secure by fail-proof technology. There, 
in an artificially sustained, friendly environment, they 
hope to become pioneers of a new space world for 
restless earthlings. 

Millions of others look heavenward and lay their 
exciting plans for more distant space travel, far beyond 
the edges of our solar system. Their expectations are 
not grounded in the scientific production of laboratory 
landscapes and recycled chemicals. They look for a 
space home totally independent of human error and 
influence; a home free of corrupting pride, selfishness, 
and sin; a home called heaven, which they believe is 
now in preparation for them. They expect to travel 
there long before the white-smocked scientist develops 
his satellite colony. 

It is easy to empathize with those who are fed up with 
the distressing problems of planet earth and who want 
to immigrate to some more pleasing environment. But 
will the artificial conditions in a self-contained space 
colony be greatly superior to our worn-out earth? 
True, the chemically-created atmosphere could be 
more easily regulated and maintained, but what about 
the basic, ultimate problems of survival? 

Death and disease can be no more avoided in space 
than they can right here. Crime and injustices would 
follow human beings wherever they might travel in 
the universe. Disappointments and heart-wrenching 
sorrow would continue to mark the brief course 
of human existence, simply because man’s greatest 
problem is man himself. He cannot elude his own 
selfish nature by fleeing to another location—even 
to another planet. Neither can he escape from his 
mortality by changing environments. 

What man really needs is a perfectly integrated, 
sinless nature which would not be subject to sickness 
or death, plus a perfect environment in which to live 
for eternity. Such an ideal arrangement is the only one 

Words of Wisdom

by Joe Crews

Heaven: Is It for Real?
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which will solve all the problems and fulfill all the 
dreams of all the people in the world today. Perfect 
health, a beautiful home, an ideal climate, and 
eternal life—what else could anyone really wish for? 

Could all these incredible conditions ever 
become a reality? The scientists say, No. They can 
promise better health and a longer life span, but 
never immortality. They hope for cleaner air and 
improved working conditions, but no germ-free 
environment. That is the best they can do. But listen, 
there is a place now in preparation that will exceed 
all the extravagant words I have used in describing 
it. Most scientists deny its existence, because they 
don’t believe there is a God who lives in a place 
called heaven. 

Back to the Original Plan
I want you to see that this future home now being 

prepared for us will actually fulfill God’s original 
plan for man’s perfect happiness. It will match the 
exquisite beauty and glory that God incorporated 
into the Garden of Eden. Isaiah described it this 
way: “For since the beginning of the world men 
have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither 
hath the eye seen, O God, beside thee, what he hath 
prepared for him that waiteth for him” (Isaiah 64:4). 

The prophet here declares that “since the 
beginning of the world” men have neither heard 
nor seen the fullness of God’s plan. The intimation 
is clear—men once did see, hear, and know of the 
wonderful things God has prepared for His people. 
In fact, that plan was revealed to Adam and Eve in 
all its glory. God wanted the earth to be like Eden, 
the Garden of the Lord. He gave four tremendous 
gifts to our first parents—life, a righteous character, 
a beautiful home, and dominion over the earth. 
They could have possessed those gifts forever by 
simply choosing to obey God in the matter of the 
one forbidden tree. Through obedience to His will, 
God intended to make the human family ideally 
and eternally happy. 

Angels must have wept when they saw sin come 
into the human family for the first time. Immediately, 
all of those original provisions began to be 
withdrawn. Adam and Eve began to die according to 

the pronouncement of God; their dominion passed 
for the time into the hands of Satan; the image of 
righteousness was marred within them; and they 
were driven out of the garden home. The first three 
chapters of the Bible present the picture of this great 
loss. The entrance of sin and the story of the fall of 
man is graphically told in Genesis 1, 2, and 3. But 
the last three chapters of the Bible picture the exact 
opposite by telling of the restoration of all things. 
The exit of sin and Satan, and the removal of the 
curse are depicted in Revelation 20-22. 

Now let me assure you that the home of the 
righteous is going to be right here on this earth. 
Jesus tells us this in Matthew 5:5. In giving His 
Beatitudes He said: “Blessed are the meek: for 
they shall inherit the earth.” Mark it down well. 
God’s people will finally dwell in this beautiful  
world, not as it is today, but as it shall be prepared 
for the saints. 

This is really most natural when you think of it. 
God planned for His children to live here when He 
created the world. He placed our first parents in a 
paradise without spot or blemish. Now it is true 
that the devil came into the picture and interrupted 
God’s plan, but he did not change that plan. God will 
finally carry out His great original purpose as it was 
revealed in the Garden of Eden. He will restore this 
earth to its first dominion. He will make it sinless 
and perfect again, and His people will live here in 
the beauty of Eden restored. The wicked today have 
more of the earth than the righteous, and I suppose 
the finance companies have more than both groups 
together. But some day, God says, the saints will 
inherit the earth. 

Surely no one would want the earth in its present 
condition, because it’s quite a mess now. We can 
thank the Lord that when He gives it back to us it 
will be altogether different from what we see around 
us today. In Isaiah 65:17 we read these beautiful 
words: “For, behold, I create new heavens and a new 
earth.” That is the Old Testament account, but turn 
to the New Testament and you will read the same 
thing in Revelation 21:1. “And I saw a new heaven 
and a new earth.” 

This old blood-soaked world of ours will be 
replaced completely, and all trace of sin will be 



removed forever. Peter describes it in these words: 
“Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look 
for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness” (2 Peter 3:l3). That is the kind of 
world I want—a world in which righteousness 
dwells! God is going to have a pure, clean planet 
again. Listen, if a man should neglect to take the 
opportunity to live there, he will commit the most 
colossal blunder of his life! That is the most tragic 
mistake anyone could ever make. May God help us 
to make that home a glorious assurance without fail. 

It is shocking how many weak and twisted 
concepts of heaven people have accepted. Most 
folks think of it as some far off ethereal place—
and that is about all the average man knows about 
heaven. He believes it is “up there” somewhere. Yes, 
it is “up there,” and we can agree with him that far, 
for when Jesus went away, He went up (Acts 1:9). 
And He said: “I go to prepare a place for you. And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there 
ye may be also” (John 14:2,3). 

Please notice that Jesus called heaven a place. 
New York is a place, and heaven is going to be just 
as real as New York. Jesus declared that He is going 
to get a place ready and then come back to take us 
with Him to that place. This is not some ghostly, 
unreal idea. The righteous will not sit on clouds out 
there in space, playing harps and singing hallelujah 
choruses all during eternity. This is a very false and 
unbiblical picture of heaven.

The only reason a few people do not want to go 
to heaven is that they don’t know what it will be like. 
You may find a person now and then who will tell 
you plainly that he doesn’t care to go to heaven, but 
that is only because he has a misconception about 
it. Popular myths have made heaven seem dull and 
uninteresting. 

The truth about heaven makes it one of the most 
exciting places imaginable. The capital city of that 
future glory land is called the New Jerusalem, and 
it is currently under construction according to the 
testimony of Jesus and Paul. It will cover an area 
greater than Virginia, the District of Columbia, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Rhode Island 

combined. If you find that unbelievable, don’t take 
my word for it. Here it is in the Bible: “But now 
they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: 
wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their 
God: for he hath prepared for them a city” (Hebrews 
11:16). Here we are told that God is getting a city 
ready for His people. He is preparing one now. 

This raises some questions. What kind of city 
is God building for His faithful ones? Where is it 
being made ready? Revelation 21:2 answers: “And I 
John saw the holy city coming down from God out 
of heaven.” In paradise at this moment, far above 
the stars and planets, God is preparing mansions 
for you and me. Someday that gleaming white city 
will descend right down to the earth and settle here 
as the eternal home of the righteous. How big will 
it be on completion? Revelation 21:16 tells us: “And 
the city lieth foursquare, ... and he measured the 
city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs.” 

You will notice that the city is perfectly 
square and the circumference is 12,000 furlongs, 
or 1,500 miles. Since a furlong is one-eighth 
of a mile, this means the city is 375 miles  
on each side. Believe it or not, 450 New York 
Cities could be placed inside its gigantic walls.  
The streets are pure gold, and the gates of it are 
solid pearl—not merely composed of pearls,  
but actually made of one solid pearl. Imagine, 
if you can, a city of these dimensions being right  
here on this earth! 

Bodies of Flesh and Bone
I want to present in human language, if possible, 

some of the beauty, glory, and reality of heaven. 
Mark it down that heaven is very, very real. This 
reality is its most wonderful quality. We are going 
to have real bodies and take up real activities. In 
fact, in Isaiah 65 we are told that the redeemed will 
plant vineyards and eat the fruit of them; we are 
going to build houses, and live in them. “And they 
shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall 
plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. They 
shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not 
plant, and another eat: for as the days of a tree are 
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the days of my people, and mine elect shall long 
enjoy the work of their hands” (Verses 21, 22). 

Now it may surprise you to learn this, but we are 
going to have bodies of flesh and bone in heaven. 
That is what the Bible teaches. Two texts will prove 
this point beyond question. In Philippians 3:21 we 
read: “Who shall change our vile body, that it may 
be fashioned like unto his glorious body.” How 
exciting it is to know that our present physical 
natures will be changed. We will have bodies just 
like Jesus had after He was resurrected! There is 
no mystery here because Jesus explained to His 
disciples all about that body. He said, “Behold my 
hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, 
and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye 
see me have” (Luke 24:39). 

First, He appeared to them and said He had 
flesh and bone. Then He ate with them, and finally, 
He ascended bodily right out of their midst. This 
sequence of events in the life of our Lord answers 
many questions concerning our own nature in the 
hereafter. We will have a body made like the very 
same body Jesus possessed after His resurrection.

 
We Will Know Each Other

This raises another interesting question which 
has perplexed millions of people: Will we know 
each other there? Will we be able to recognize one 
another in the hereafter? 

Many people have the misconception that 
heaven will be very impersonal. The Bible reveals 
exactly the opposite. Although the former troubles 
and sorrows will be erased from the mind, we 
certainly will not forget our friends and family. No 
one will be known only as an animated number! 
The truth is that we will know each other better 
in heaven than we know one another now. Paul 
wrote, “For now we see through a glass, darkly; 
but then face to face: now I know in part; but 
then shall I know even as also I am known” (1 
Corinthians 13:12). If I understand the English 
language at all, this means that we will know one 
another better when we get up there than we 
do here. We see things very dimly here, and we 

misunderstand each other often. This will never 
happen in the new earth. We will know each other 
clearly and plainly. 

Jesus said that “many shall come from the 
east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven” 
(Matthew 8:11). Surely this indicates that we 
will recognize those great stalwarts of the Old 
Testament. Not only will we be forever united 
with those we loved on earth, but we can make the 
acquaintance of those mighty spiritual giants who 
inspired us from the pages of the Bible. 

Most people love reunions and home-comings. 
What a delight it is to meet old friends after 
many years and to renew nostalgic ties of the 
past. Heaven would not be enjoyable if no one 
recognized anybody else. I have had the joy of 
leading thousands of people to Christ, and I 
anticipate meeting them around the throne of 
God. It is unthinkable that I would never have the 
assurance that even one of those souls actually 
held faithful to the end and received the crown of 
life. We will undoubtedly meet people there who 
were won to Christ by those we won, and we will 
be able to see the endless cycle of influence as it 
vibrated from heart to heart and life to life. 

Can’t you imagine the thrill of hearing someone 
say to you in that day, “It was you who influenced 
me to follow Jesus all the way. Thank you! Oh, 
thank you for making it possible for me to be 
here”? Surely that will be a great part of the reward 
for soul winners. 

Paul wrote to the Philippians, “And I entreat 
thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which 
labored with me in the gospel, with Clement also, 
and with other my fellow laborers, whose names 
are in the book of life” (Philippians 4:3). Here 
is very interesting evidence that earthly names 
are recorded in the books of heaven. There is no 
reason to believe that those faithful workers with 
Paul received some kind of new, angelic names 
after they were converted. The very same names 
were written in the book of life that had been given 
by their Judean mothers. The same is true today. 

(Turn to Page 28 for conclusion of article)
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1. What will finally be the privilege of God’s 
children?

“And they shall see His face.” Rev. 22:4.

2. How perfect will be their knowledge of 
God?

“For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face 
to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know 
even as also I am known.” 1 Cor. 13:12.

3. Whom will they be like?

“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not 
yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when 
He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see 
Him as He is.” 1 John 3:2.

4. From what ills will the saints be forever 
delivered?

“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; 
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the 
former things are passed away.” Rev. 21:4.

5. How completely will the pains and 
sorrows of the former world pass away?

“For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: 
and the former shall not be remembered, nor come 
into mind.” Isa. 65:17. Margin, “Come upon the heart;” 
i. e., to be desired.

6. Who will dwell with the redeemed?

“He will dwell with them, and they shall be His 
people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be 
their God.” Rev. 21:3.

7. What will it mean to dwell in God’s 
presence?

“In Thy presence is fullness of joy; at Thy right hand 
there are pleasures forevermore.” Ps. 16:11.

8. What peaceful condition will prevail in 
the earth made new?

“They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy 
mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” Isa. 11:9.



9. How will the ransomed of the Lord return 
to Zion?

“And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come 
to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their 
heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow 
and sighing shall flee away.” Isa. 35:10.

10. How enduring will be their pleasures?

“For as the days of a tree are the days of My people, 
and Mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their 
hands.” Isa. 65:22.

11. How long will they possess the future 
kingdom?

“But the saints of the Most High shall take the 
kingdom, and possess the kingdom forever, even 
forever and ever.” Dan. 7:18.

12. How long will they reign?

“And they shall reign forever and ever.” Rev. 22:5.
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I am longing for the homeland,
And its rest from sin and strife;
I am yearning for the welcome

With its warmth of light and life;
And the days seem long and weary,

Mid earth scenes so dark and dreary,
While I wait for my Redeemer

To come in clouds for me.

O the homeland, blessed homeland,
With its bliss beyond compare!

How our ardent souls are yearning
For the joys that wait us there!

And we haste to barge our treasure
On the river of Thy pleasure,

In the home where life eternal
Awaits the ransomed throng.

—Worthie H. Holden



Words of Testimony

The Innkeeper’s Wife 
Editor’s Note: As we near the Holidays, this story asks you to 
consider what it might have been like to be an obscure participant 
in the most amazing birth in history. While we don’t know the 
exact details of this story, Rachael shares a perspective that can 
cause us each to ask the question:  “What would I have done?”

The prophecy had been made. A Savior would come, 
to release God’s people from their captivity – to break the 
chains that enslaved them, to free them from the bondage 
of sin. 

Even so, no one expected Him upon His arrival. Few 
were prepared for His coming. They were far too absorbed 
in their own lives – their own plans, their own dreams, their 
own desires. 

They weren’t ready for Him. In fact, they weren’t even 
looking for Him. 

The Scriptures clearly foretold His coming. The signs 
were there, confirming the ancient prophecies penned by 
Spirit-filled prophets of old. If only they had paid attention, 
they might not have missed it. 

And yet, they did... 

In the dusky late-afternoon hours preceding sunset, 
Bethlehem’s dusty roads were swollen with travelers loathe 
to register for the emperor’s census. Oxen and donkeys 
brayed in angry protest. Irritable children whined in 
frustration. Babies wailed. Weary mothers hushed their 
children, pleading for a moment of peace. Anxious new 
fathers and solemn patriarchs alike led their families down 
beaten paths. 

Roman soldiers lined the streets like wary wolves, their 
armor glistening in the waning light of the setting sun, their 
cautious expressions sharper than the points of their deadly 
spears. Moments like these often bred uprisings, revolts, 
and disputes. They were ready should the slightest hint of 
trouble arise. 

Even so, those wishing to register for the census paid 
the trained soldiers no mind. After all, the sooner they 
registered for Augustus’ inconvenient census, the sooner 
they could return to their own homes and their own lives. 
They had no desire to remain in Bethlehem a moment 
longer than necessary. What could a decrepit little town like 

By Rachael C. Duncan
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this possibly have to offer those accustomed to the 
excitement and entertainment the Roman world 
had trained them to crave? 

Miriam was a round little woman with sharp 
eyes and an even sharper tongue. Lounging 
comfortably upon a settee in her own private 
quarters situated above her husband’s inn, she 
relished the extravagant feast the servants had 
spread upon the table before her. 

Her dark eyes swept over the contents of the table, 
then narrowed in suspicion. Hadn’t she requested 
honeyed apples with cinnamon and raisins? And 
yet, they were nowhere to be seen, despite the lavish 
feast placed before her. Incompetent servants!

“My lady!” 

Miriam wheeled her head around, annoyed by 
the unwanted intrusion. 

“Your husband is looking for you downstairs.” 
Sarah was a young handmaiden with soft features 
and a gentle spirit. 

She made Miriam feel uncomfortable. 

“Shall I take you to see him?” 

Miriam waved a dismissive hand. “What could 
he possibly want?” 

“A young couple has arrived seeking lodging –”

Another dismissive wave. “The inn is overflowing 
with occupants. We haven’t room for anyone else – 
and I suppose we have Augustus’ ridiculous demands 
to thank for that. Not that I’m complaining – we will 
be rolling in gold by the time this is all over.” 

“But – ”

“But what?” Miriam snapped, eager to be rid of 
the servant’s irritating presence. 

“Apparently, this couple has traveled many 
miles. They are very weary, and – ”

“Not half as weary as I am after bearing endless 
complaints.” 

“She and her husband have no place to stay. The 
inns are full, and they have been turned away many 
times.” 

“Well, then,” Miriam quipped, popping a grape 
into her mouth. “Perhaps they should have thought 
of that and arrived a bit sooner.”

“Your husband thought you might wish to… 
well… you might possibly…” 

“For heaven’s sake, girl, speak!” 

“Your husband thought you might wish to offer 
the couple your own private quarters – just for 
tonight.” 

Miriam’s eyes bulged. “My own private quarters? 
That’s absurd!” 

“Perhaps you should see this woman’s condition 
before you decide,” Sarah offered bravely, flinching. 

“They’re peasants! Everyone knows peasants 
and commoners are good for nothing. What could 
they possibly offer society? For all we know, they 
will disappear into the night with all my personal 
belongings in tow! I would be mad to offer them my 
room. And my husband is mad for suggesting it! You 
tell him that my answer is a firm, resounding no.” 

Sadly, Sarah nodded once before disappearing 
down the stairwell. 

Miriam returned to her supper with zeal. 

When Sarah emerged from the staircase a second 
time and began gathering linens and blankets from 
the room, Miriam’s eyes narrowed suspiciously. 
“What do you think you are doing?” 

“Your husband asked me to gather a few 
necessities for a customer.” 

“Don’t tell me he displaced paying customers to 
make room for that slovenly couple!” 

“The woman is expecting, my lady – at any 
moment, it would seem.” Sarah gazed at her 
mistress with pleading eyes. “Your husband has 
found a place for them.” 

“Does he intend to crowd the customers paying 
gold coin in order to make room for two and a half 
beggarly people?” 

Sarah’s brows lifted in question. “Two and a 
half?”

19



20

“Well, the unborn Child hardly counts as a full-sized 
person, though He still takes up a considerable amount of 
space!” 

“No one has been crowded, my lady.” 

“Then where is he putting them?” 

“In the stable.” 

“The stable? They must be desperate!” 

Sarah met Miriam’s gaze. “Wouldn’t you be?” she asked 
softly. 

Shamed, Miriam watched as Sarah silently gathered a 
few more belongings and left the room. 

~~~~~~~~~~

“My lady! You must come quickly! A Child has been 
born in the stable, and He is the Messiah – the One we have 
been waiting for!” 

Miriam whipped the covers over her face, furious at 
Sarah’s unwelcome intrusion. “It’s the middle of the night!” 

“You must come quickly! Don’t you wish to see Him?” 

“Perhaps at a reasonable hour!”

“It’s the Messiah!” 

“Don’t be ridiculous.” Miriam slammed her goose-down 
pillow over her head to squelch the servant’s excited chatter. 
“After all, everyone knows the Messiah is supposed to be 
born in – ”

Sarah stood over the bed and grinned knowingly. “In 
Bethlehem?”

Miriam sat up slowly, the covers slipping into her lap. 
“But the Scriptures also say He must come from the line of 
David – ”

“Your husband spoke with Joseph – the Boy’s father – at 
length last night. He is a direct descendant of King David. 
Which is why he has returned to Bethlehem to register in 
the town of David.”

“But in a lowly stable?” 

“Does not the Lord choose the foolish things of this 
world to put to shame the wise?” 

“What are you implying?” 

“Please, my lady, humble yourself. You must come see 
Him while there is still time.” 

“For heaven’s sake, just leave me be!” Miriam rolled onto 
her side and burrowed comfortably beneath the sheets. “I 
will check on them in the morning.” 

Miriam stepped into the dark confines of the stable, 
resentful of the warm bread and fresh linens her husband 
had sent for the new parents. They were certainly receiving 
fine accommodations for customers who weren’t even 
paying full price! 

The smell was overpowering! Wrinkling her nose at 
the stench of dirt, old straw, and warm animals, Miriam’s 
conscience bristled slightly. The poor woman had been 
forced to give birth in the dirt and straw, surrounded by 
curious, smelly beasts. 

A small manger stuffed with hay caught her attention. 
Swaddling cloths draped gracefully over one side, and there 
was a very small indention in the midst of the hay, as if a tiny 
figure had spent the night there. From the lone window in 
the rugged stable, a beam of unearthly light slanted across 
the lonely manger as if it meant to illuminate the small form 
once placed in the rugged feedbox. 

Does not the Lord choose the foolish things of this world to 
put to shame the wise?

Miriam’s heart constricted, for in that moment, she 
knew. The pleadings of a humble servant girl rang in her 
ears as she remembered their conversation the night before: 
You must come see Him while there is still time! 

Instinctively, she knew. 

She had run out of time. 

~~~~~~~~~~

Though the prophecy had been loudly proclaimed, 
Miriam was not the only one unprepared for the Savior’s 
arrival. There were some, like Sarah, who greeted Him with 
open arms and open hearts, entrusting their lives to the 
God who loved them enough to send His Son into a broken 
world to save broken souls. 

Sadly, there were many more who weren’t even looking 
for Him. They had busy lives to lead, entertainments to 
enjoy, pleasures to seek, responsibilities to attend… 

Rather like us today. 
But Jesus Christ will come again. 
The Scriptures clearly foretell His coming. The signs are 

here, confirming the ancient prophecies penned by Spirit-
filled prophets of old. If we will but pay attention... 

Will we be ready? 
We serve a gracious God, and His call goes out to each 

of us. There is hope for you and hope for me because Jesus 
came that night, led a sinless life, paid the penalty for our 
sins when He suffered and died, rose from the dead, and 
determined to come again! 

Don’t make the same mistake as the innkeeper’s wife. 
Surrender your life to the Lord today, and rejoice in the 
peace that follows! 



Words for Parents

God’s Sons and Daughters

I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, 
and ye shall be my sons and daughters,  

saith the Lord Almighty.  
—2 Corinthians 6:17, 18. 

The Creator of the universe addresses you as an 
affectionate Father.... Your heavenly Father proposes to 
make you a member of the royal family, that through 
His exceeding great and precious promises you may be 
a partaker of the divine nature.... The more you partake 
of the character of the pure, sinless angels, and of 
Christ your Redeemer, the more vividly will you bear 
the impress of the divine, and the more faint will be the 
resemblance to the world.

“I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, 
and ye shall be my sons and daughters....” What a 
promise is here made upon condition of obedience! 
... He promises to be a Father unto you. Oh, what a 
relationship is this! higher and holier than any earthly 

tie. If you make the sacrifice, if you have to forsake 
father, mother, sisters, brothers, wife, and children for 
Christ’s sake, you will not be friendless. God adopts 
you into His family; you become members of the royal 
household, sons and daughters of the King who rules 
in the heaven of heavens. 

If you call God your Father, you acknowledge 
yourselves His children, to be guided by His wisdom, 
and to be obedient in all things, knowing that His love 
is changeless. You will accept His plan for your life. As 
children of God, you will hold His honor, His character, 
His family, His work, as the objects of your highest 
interest. It will be your joy to recognize and honor your 
relation to your Father, and to every member of His 
family.

God is our Father, a tender parent, solicitous for His 
spiritual children. He is pledged to be the protector, 
counsellor, guide, and friend, of all who are obedient 
to Him.

by Ellen G. White

Editor’s Note: One of the deepest human ties is the love between a parent and child. Yet, God’s love for His children is deeper than our love for our 
children. We can rejoice that God promises to be the ultimate Father to our families. As we introduce our children to such love, such sacrifice, we pray 

that they, too, will choose to surrender their life to the One who sacrificed His all for their salvation. May these words bring you courage!
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Oren’s Christmas Present

Words for the Young at Heart

by Idona Hill
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Editor’s Note: This story was written in the early 1900’s. While $12.00 does not seem like much today, it was 
nearly a “fortune” to this young boy. Truly, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).

With a catalog hanging over one knee and a writing pad on the other, Oren 
Hillstead, aged twelve, made out his first order. The mail the day before had brought 
him twelve dollars as Christmas money from his liberal Uncle Jim, to be spent at 
his own choosing. It was the first money of so large an amount that Oren had ever 
possessed all by himself. He had been a Christmas present to his parents twelve years 
before, and now Uncle Jim had sent him a dollar for each year. It was a fortune to 
him, and he felt joyful that he could have the things he had wanted so long. 

The order read:
6K2101 Stevens’ Little Scout Rifle, 22 Caliber  $5.20 

6K5211 New Victor Giant Trap No. 1, 1 dozen  $2.63 

6K5085 Best Grade Hockey Skates   $2.55 

   Total    $10.38 

He finished writing just as mother took the warm plates from the oven and 
announced, “Breakfast is ready.” 

“Say, father,” he asked, “may I walk over to Boxelder today and send this order off? 
I want it to go right away, and it’ll go quicker from there than it will from Mason.” 

“What’s the rush, son? The snow is deep. You know it’s pretty snappy outside, 
and we’ll be going down to Mason tomorrow. Besides, I have to use the team this 
morning, and if you go to Boxelder you will have to walk.” 

“I don’t care about the walk. I want to get these things as soon as I can, and you 
know Mason hasn’t any railroad, and the order won’t get on the train before Thursday 
if I mail it at Mason.” 

“Well, climb the snow banks if you want to. I suppose it will be good exercise,” his 
father consented. 
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With fur-lined cap, heavy mackinaw, 
and overshoes, Oren ventured out upon 
the eight miles of unbroken road to 
Boxelder. The snow in the road proved 
deep and hard to climb through, and 
after two or three miles of hard wading, 
he decided to try a crosscut through the 
fields. 

This worked better for a time, and 
he trudged along, dreaming of the fun 
he would have with his long-desired 
possessions. Suddenly coming over the 
top of a hill, he found himself entering 
a barnyard with a house a few rods 
beyond. The place appeared neglected, 
and the neighing of horses and the 
bellowing of a cow caused Oren to look 
into the barn. He found mangers empty 
of feed, and the animals gaunt from 
hunger and thirst. 

“I’ll just stop at the house and ask the 
way to Boxelder, and maybe I can find 
out what’s the matter,” Oren decided. 

A little child answered his knock and 
invited him to come in. 

“I want to see your papa,” Oren said. 
“Papa and mamma are sick,” the child 

answered, crying. “I guess they’ve got 
the ‘flu,’ and we haven’t any money nor 
anything to eat, and we’re all hungry.” 

Two other little children soon 
appeared, begging him to come in and 
see their papa and mamma. 

“It is a great blessing that someone 
has come,” the father spoke. “If you 
can’t help us much, perhaps you can call 
someone.” 

“I’ll do the best I can. What shall I do 
first?” 

“If you can find any fuel, please 
build a fire for the children, and feed 
and water the animals in the barn,” the 
father requested. 

A few sticks of wood were found and 
a fire was built. The famished animals 
were cared for, and Oren tried to get 
some milk from the cow for the little 
ones. When this was done, he returned 
to the house with only enough milk for 
the baby. The other children cried for 
food, and Oren asked what he could do 
for them. 

“We haven’t a thing in the house to 
eat, and we can’t get a cent’s credit at the 
store until we pay what we owe. I don’t 
know what we can do. If we could only 
borrow enough money to get through 
this trouble, I would pay it back as soon 
as I can get to work. It’s hard to hear the 
children cry for something to eat.” 

For an instant the gun, the traps, and 
the skates loomed big before the boy’s 
eyes, and then the cry of the smallest 
child, “Daddy, hungry!” resolved the 
boy to make the biggest sacrifice he had 
ever made. 

“Well, I’ll see what I can do for you,” 
Oren answered, and went out to the barn. 
Hitching the strongest-looking horse 
to a wagon, he drove to Boxelder. “If I 
only knew what I ought to buy. I’ll ask 
somebody in the store,” he decided. The 
purchase was made as soon as possible. 
With five dollars he bought one bushel 
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of potatoes, one package of oatmeal, one peck of beans, 
two pounds of butter, three loaves of bread, one dozen 
eggs, three quarts of milk, and one pound of sugar. He 
also bought a few supplies for the sick, at the advice 
of the druggist. With the seven dollars remaining he 
bought coal. 

“Suppose I should have got some flour,” he thought. 
“But they’re too hungry to wait for bread to be baked, 
and there is no one there to bake it, anyway. Tomorrow 
mother can come over, maybe, and bring a little flour 
and bake some bread. I guess I have done about all I 
can.” 

Then he drove back to the farmhouse. Unloading 
the things, Oren began to realize that it would be his 
job to get supper for the family. It was a new task to 
him, but he went at it like a veteran, and felt himself the 
happiest boy in the world when the hungry little ones 
gathered around the table. 

After supplying the needs of the father and mother 
as best he could, he set out on the long walk home, 
stopping at the first house to ask someone to stay with 
the family that night. 

“Well, son,” his father said as he threw off his cap 
and mackinaw, “so you got that important order off 
today, did you?” 

“What order?” Oren really had forgotten. 
“Why, your gun, of course. I didn’t think you would 

forget that for a minute.” 

“Oh, I guess I was thinking about something else,” 
Oren answered. 

“Fact is,” he explained, “I found a starving family.” 
“Starving!” repeated mother, as she looked up from 

her mending. 
Oren abhorred explanations, so with as few words 

as possible he told of the plight of the family that lived 
on the way to Boxelder. Mother was immediately full 
of plans. Mother always seemed to have good ones 
stored away for just such times of need. 

She and Oren undertook to see the little family 
through their siege of illness, and what they undertook 
was usually done. At any rate, comfort, warmth, and 
care reigned in the place of cold and hunger for the 
invalids just over the hill. 

Three weeks later his father again said, “Son, it 
seems queer your things don’t come. It’s three weeks 
now since you sent the order, and you haven’t even 
heard from it. It would have come just as quick from 
Mason, and you wouldn’t have had that long walk. Are 
you sure you wrote ‘Chicago’ on the envelope?” 

“Father, that order didn’t go to Chicago. I sent it to 
another place.” 

“It would have had time to come from Capetown 
before this,” his father teased. 

Oren looked seriously into his father’s face, “Father,” 
he said, “I sent it to the New Jerusalem.”
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Have I no room set apart
For the Saviour, in my heart?
Will I, on this Christmas Eve,
Ask God’s only Son to leave;

Tell Him I’ve no room to spare,
No room, no room, anywhere?

Will I let Him find His way
Out to where the oxen lay;

Show Him such a place to rest,
When He came to be my Guest;
Tell Him I’ve no room to spare,
No room, no room, anywhere?

Is my heart so full of sin,
I’ve no room to let Him in?
Will I leave it thus, and see
Jesus turned away from me;

Tell Him I’ve no room to spare,
No room, no room, anywhere?

Or will I this Christmas Eve,
Bid Him enter, ne’er to leave;

Throw my heart door open wide,
Cast sin out, have Him abide;

Tell Him I have room to spare,
Room for Jesus anywhere?

Open, heart of mine, today;
If you turn your Lord away,

Sometime at His palace door,
You may stand, knock, and implore;

Then He’ll say, “No room to spare,
No room, no room, anywhere.”

Open, heart of mine, today;
Do not turn your Lord away;

Then in turn, when you have knocked
At His door, ‘twill be unlocked,

And He will say, “There’s room to spare,
Room in My home, anywhere.”

                                     —Emory H. McCreaky

Room for the Christmas Guest



Words of the Pioneers

With Christ in Paradise
By E. J. Waggoner
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When Jesus hung on the cross, “He was despised and 
rejected of men.” “They that passed by reviled Him, 
wagging their heads, and saying, Thou that destroyest 
the temple, and buildest it in three days, save Thyself. 
If Thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross. 
Likewise also the chief priests mocking Him, with the 
scribes and elders, said, He saved others; Himself He 
cannot save. If He be the King of Israel, led Him now 
come down from the cross, and we will believe Him. 
He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now, if He 
will have Him; for He said, I am the Son of God. The 
thieves also, which were crucified with Him, cast the 
same in His teeth.” Matt. 27:39-44. 

It was the darkest hour in the life of Jesus. He had 
made some very strong, positive statements as to who 
He was and what He would do; but now it seemed as 
though they had been but the irresponsible utterances 
of a dreamer, a fanatic, or a hypocrite. His own loved 
disciples had turned their backs on Him, and fled. One 
who had been foremost in confessing that He was the 
Christ, the Son of God, had denied Him with fierce 
oaths. No wonder the thoughtless multitude “did 
esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted,” 
when even He Himself was so overwhelmed as to cry 
out in bitter anguish, “My God, My God, why hast 
Thou forsaken Me?” Surely that was not a time when 
one would expect to hear a message of comfort and 
salvation from His lips. 

But into the thick darkness a ray of light shines 
and pierces the mind of one of the thieves, so that 
he ceased reviling; and when “one of the malefactors 
which were hanged railed on Him, saying, If Thou 

be Christ, save Thyself and us,” he rebuked him, 
saying, “Dost thou not fear God, seeing thou art in 
the same condemnation? And we indeed justly; for 
we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man 
has done nothing amiss. And he said unto Jesus, Lord, 
remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom.” 
Luke 23:39-42. 

What marvellous faith! A new disciple is gained by 
that which made all the old disciples doubt! “Being 
justified by faith we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ;” and Jesus, who made peace 
through the blood of His cross, because His death was 
His victory, spoke the message of peace to this poor 
believer, saying, “Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt 
thou be with Me in Paradise.” Luke 23:43.

Leaving this verse for a moment, let us note a few 
details which will help us to an understanding of it. 
The first item is as to Christ’s entry into Paradise. 
On the morning of the third day, when He showed 
Himself to Mary at the tomb in the garden, and she 
would have embraced at least His feet for joy, Jesus 
said to her, “Touch Me not; for I am not yet ascended 
to My Father; but go to My brethren, and say unto 
them, I ascend unto My Father, and your Father; 
and to My God, and your God.” John 20:17. Later on 
He allowed them all to touch Him, and even asked 
Thomas to thrust his hand into the wound in His side; 
therefore we know that after He saw Mary, and before 
He met with the rest of the disciples, He ascended to 
the Father to receive from His own lips the assurance 
that His sacrifice was accepted. But the point is, that 
He did not ascend to the Father on the day of the 
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crucifixion; for “in the midst of the Paradise of God” 
is the tree of Life (Rev. 2:7); and the tree of life is by the 
side of the river of life, which flows from the throne 
of God. Rev. 22:1. God’s throne is in Paradise; and as 
Jesus had not ascended to the Father on the morning 
of the third day after the crucifixion, it is evident that 
He did not go to Paradise that day, and therefore could 
not have met the thief there that day. The reason why 
He did not go, was that He died, and went to the grave. 

The next point to be noticed is the thief ’s request: 
“Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy 
kingdom.” Did Jesus receive His kingdom that day? He 
Himself had, but a few days before, spoken a parable 
to the disciples, “because He was nigh to Jerusalem, 
and because they thought that the kingdom of God 
should immediately appear,” in which He showed 
them that the case with Him and His kingdom was 
likened to “a certain nobleman” who “went into a 
far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to 
return.” Luke 19:11, 12. Christ has not gone to that far 
country; when He comes again He will have received 
the kingdom, and will set upon the throne of His 
glory, and all nations will be gathered before Him. 
Matt. 25:31, 32. It is when the nations are angry, and 
His wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they 
should be judged, that Christ takes to Himself His 
great power, and reigns. Rev. 11:17, 18. So the time for 
the fulfilment of the repentant thief ’s request has not 
yet come. 

What then? Was the thief disappointed?—Not by 
any means, for He died, and has lain in the grave for 
hundreds of years, unconscious of the lapse of time. 
When he opens his eyes at the call of the Lord, and 
sees Him in His kingdom, it will be as though there 
had been but the blink of an eye since he saw Him on 
the cross, and he will be satisfied. 

But did Jesus tell an untruth? Nay, verily, that is 
an impossibility. What is the inevitable conclusion, 
then?—Just this, that Jesus did not tell the thief that 
they would meet in Paradise that day, and the thief 
had no such thought in his mind. 

But does not the text say that Jesus promised the thief 
that he should be with Him in Paradise that day?—No; 
what He declared was that He said to him that day, 
even then, as He hung on the cross, seemingly at the 
end of all His hopes, that he should have his desire, 
and should yet be with Him in Paradise.  

You ask, Does not the punctuation and the 
construction of the sentence contradict this view?—
Certainly not. In the first place, you must remember 
that punctuation is a comparatively modern thing. 
When the Bible was written, all the characters were 
run together without break or mark of the division 
in the sentences. Moreover, in the Greek, as in many 
other languages, the personal pronoun as the subject 
of a sentence is often unexpressed, being indicated by 
the verb; and so it is here; therefore the verb may be 
translated “thou shalt,” as well as, “shalt thou.” So we 
read the text, in harmony with all the testimony of 
Scripture, “Verily I say unto thee to-day, thou shall be 
with Me in Paradise.” When will he be with Him?—
When He descends from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the Archangel, and with the trump of God, 
and the dead in Christ shall arise, and “so shall we ever 
be with the Lord.” 1 Thess. 4:16-18. 

For a parallel to this style of expression, read Zech. 
9:11, 12: “As for Thee also, by the blood of Thy covenant 
I have sent forth Thy prisoners out of the pit wherein 
is no water. Turn you to the stronghold, ye prisoners 
of hope; even to-day do I declare that I will render 
double unto thee.” It is only when we read Luke 23:43 
as we have given it, remembering the circumstances 
under which the words were uttered, that we can see 
the force and beauty of it. Then the sublime faith of 
both the thief and Christ shines forth, and we know 
that nothing is too hard for the Lord, and that no 
matter how everything may seem to be against us and 
Him, He is abundantly able to save. Thus we derive 
the comfort from the scripture that it was designed to 
give. 

—This article appeared in The Present Truth (UK), May 1, 1902.
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John, Bob, Tim, Betty, and Dana are faithfully recorded 
as being worthy of eternal life through faith in Jesus. 

We get another insight into this subject in the book of 
Revelation. In one of his visions, John was shown the glory 
of the New Jerusalem. It was so dazzling that the prophet 
was almost overwhelmed by the glory of it. As he drew 
nearer to the shining walls in his vision, John saw that the 
foundation of the city was composed of 12 precious stones, 
all of different colors. Then he saw that a name was inscribed 
in each of the glittering foundation stones. Imagine his 
feelings at the moment he recognized his own name on one 
of those stones! All the apostles will be honored throughout 
eternity by having their simple Galilean names etched into 
the massive support stones of the New Jerusalem. What a 
thrill that must have been for John! 

After the New Jerusalem descends to this earth at the 
end of the thousand years, the earth will be re-created in its 
original, perfect form. God’s dwelling place will be among 
men, and the saints will dwell in both the city and the new 
earth. We will have a city home as well as a country estate. 
The mansion in the New Jerusalem is being prepared right 
now by Jesus (John 14:1-3). We will build our own house in 
the country to our own specifications (Isaiah 65:21,22). 

No Sickness and No Death! 
One of the greatest promises in the Bible is found in 

Revelation 21:3, 4. “And I heard a great voice out of heaven 
saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he 
will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God 
himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain: for the former things are passed away.” Isn’t 
that wonderful? I tell you, if heaven were no more than these 
two verses describe, I’d want to be there! Wouldn’t you? No 
more cause for sorrow—no pain, no death, no separation.

The Bible says children will be there, and they are going 
to play in the streets and never get hurt. “And the streets of 
the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets 
thereof ” (Zechariah 8:5). Won’t that be wonderful? Parents, 
have you ever heard squealing automobile brakes which made 
you freeze in your tracks? Then you ran to the window with 
your heart in your mouth to see whether your child was in 
the street? You have done that more than once, haven’t you? 
But there will be no fear that your children are not safe in the 
new earth. And even when they play alongside the river of 
life, you are not going to be worried about them at all. They 
will not fall in and drown. “They shall not hurt nor destroy in 
all my holy mountain, saith the Lord” (Isaiah 65:25).

Children are going to grow up there. The Bible says 
they will grow up as calves in the stall, and I think we 
adults are going to grow up, too. We will grow up 
spiritually and intellectually.

Is Your Passport Ready?
Now the question I want to leave with you is this: When 

that day dawns and the saints of God march into that city, 
will you be among them? Abraham will be there; Isaac, 
Jacob, Joseph, Peter, and Paul will march inside the gates. 
When they are inside, will you be inside, too? We can make 
a reservation now if we so desire.

During World War II a lot of Americans were caught 
in Singapore, and even though the American government 
provided a means of helping them, they had difficulty 
getting out because of the vicissitudes of war. One day a very 
fine, well-dressed man walked into the American Embassy 
and said, “Book me out of here; I want to get out as quickly 
as possible.” The ambassador said, “All right, where is your 
passport?” The man said “I don’t have a passport.” The 
ambassador asked, “Aren’t you a citizen?” He said, “Well, 
no, I really never did take out any papers, but I’ve lived 
there all my life. I have a business over there, and my bank 
account is there, and I love America. I’m an American.” The 
ambassador said, “I’m sorry, but I can’t do a thing for you. If 
you are not a citizen, I can’t help you.” The man went away 
sick with disappointment.

A little while later another man came walking in, dressed 
in old, shabby clothes. He spoke with a heavy accent as 
he asked to be booked up to leave on the next plane. The 
ambassador asked, “Where are your papers?” The man 
replied, “Here they are. I had them taken out just before I left 
America.” And the ambassador put out his hand and said, 
“All the power of the United States government will stand 
behind you in getting out to safety.”

Both of those men loved America very much. Both of 
them claimed to be Americans, but only one of them had his 
papers; only one had his passport. Only one of them could 
make a reservation. And you can make reservations if you 
want to, but you must be a citizen of that heavenly kingdom 
before you can do it. If you want to do it, you can make your 
reservation right now. When that day comes, you can join 
with God’s people of all the ages and dwell in this beautiful 
city under the ideal conditions which we have described. 
You must not miss it.

—Taken from the booklet, Heaven: Is It for Real? By Joe Crews. 
Used by permission.
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