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Greetings, Friends!

We hope this finds you enjoying the sunshine and warmth of summer. We are enjoying the first tastes of sweet 
watermelon, juicy peaches, and crisp cucumbers. Our garden is producing summer squash and zucchini. We have come 
up with many creative ways to enjoy the bountiful provisions!

Often, the summer months bring the chance to vacation—spending time with extended family and dear friends, or 
exploring part of God’s creation. Precious memories can be made. Opportunities for growth in character and love will 
undoubtedly present themselves. As we experience the love within the family, we can be reminded of the amazing love of 
God who willingly sent His Son to make a way for us to have the hope and assurance of eternal life. As we enjoy the extra 
time with people that we may not often see, we can look forward with hope to the time when all of God’s faithful children 
will be together for eternity. 

In this issue of Hope for you, we focus on family—marriage, raising children, building godly character. We pray 
that you will be blessed as you read. May God work in you, in your family, and may He continue to prepare us all for a place 
in the Heavenly family. We look for a city, “whose builder and maker is God” (Hebrews 11:10). Jesus promised, “Let not 
your heart be troubled...in My Father’s house are many mansions... I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also” (John 14:1-3).  
We look forward to the day when we can be reunited with the faithful family members who are now resting in hope of 
the resurrection. What a glorious home-coming that will be!

Blessings,   

The Hope International Team

Hope for you is a monthly publication of Hope International. We are a non-profit ministry, seeking to share the love of 
God through active ministry in our community and beyond. 

We believe that God has a plan and purpose for His people in these tumultuous times, and we seek to spread an 
encouraging word to uplift Christ and His truth. We have an extensive health ministry, and believe that God’s will is for all 
His children to “Prosper and be in health,” (3 John 2) even as our souls prosper in following His will and guidance.

We joyfully accept tax-deductible donations to advance the cause of Christ. 
Hope for you is free of charge for all who donate or order products. 
We would be delighted to send your friends or family a complimentary three-issue trial subscription. Just email or send 

us their names and addresses.
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The Parental Lighthouse
by Ellen G. White

Words of Inspiration

Our time, our strength, and our energies belong 
to God; and if they are consecrated to His service, 
our light will shine. It will affect first and most 
strongly those in our own homes, who are 
most intimately associated with us; but 
it will extend beyond the home, even 
to “the world.” To many it will be a 
savor of life unto life; but there are 
some who will refuse to see the 
light, or to walk in it. They are 
of that class spoken of by our 
Saviour, when He said: “And 
this is the condemnation, that 
light is come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds 
were evil.” Such are in a very 
dangerous position; but their 
course does not excuse any of 
us from letting our light shine.  

Suppose that because some 
ship had disregarded his warning 
beacon, and gone to pieces on 
the rocks, the lighthouse-keeper 
should put out his lights, and say, 
“I will pay no more attention to 
the lighthouse,” what would be the 
consequence? But that is not the way he 
does. He keeps his lights burning all night, 
throwing their beams far out into the darkness, for 
the benefit of every mariner that comes within the 
dangerous reach of rocks and shoals. Were some 
ship to be wrecked because the lights went out, it 
would be telegraphed over the world that on such 
a night, at such a point, a ship went to pieces on 

the rocks because there was no light in the tower. 
But if some ships are wrecked because they pay no 

attention to the light, the lighthouse-keeper is 
guiltless; they were warned, but they paid 

no heed.  

What if the light in the household 
should go out? Then every one in 
that house would be in darkness; 
and the result would be as 
disastrous as though the light 
were to go out in the lighthouse 
tower. Souls are looking at 
you, fellow-Christians, to see 
whether you are drunken 
with the cares of this life, or 
are preparing for the future, 
immortal life. They will watch 
to see what the influence of 
your life is, and whether you 
are true missionaries at home, 
training your children for 

Heaven.  

The Christian’s first duty is in 
the home. Fathers and mothers, 

yours is a great responsibility. You 
are preparing your children for life 

or for death; you are training them 
for an abiding place here in the earth, 

for self-gratification in this life, or for the 
immortal life, to praise God forever. And which 
shall it be? It should be the burden of your life 
to have every child that God has committed to 
your trust receive the divine mold. Your children 
should be taught to control their tempers and to 
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cultivate a loving, Christlike spirit. So direct them that 
they will love the service of God, that they will take 
more pleasure in going to the house of worship than 
to places of amusement. Teach them that religion is a 
living principle. Had I been brought up with the idea 
that religion is a mere feeling, my life would have been 
a useless one. But I never let feeling come between 
Heaven and my soul. Whatever my feelings may be, 
I will seek God at the commencement of the day, at 
noon, and at night, that I may draw strength from the 
living Source of power.  

Mothers, you have no right to spend time in ruffling, 
and tucking, and embroidering your children’s dresses 
for display. Has not your time been given you for a 
higher and nobler purpose? Has it not been given you 
to be spent in beautifying the minds of your children, 
and cultivating loveliness of character? Should it not 
be spent in laying hold of the Mighty One of Heaven, 
and seeking Him for power and wisdom to train your 
children for a place in His kingdom, to secure for them 
a life that will endure as long as the throne of Jehovah?  

But how many mothers there are who are so far 
from God that they devote their time to their own 
gratification, and leave their children to be cared for 
by unconsecrated hands. Or perhaps the mother sits 
at her work night after night, while her children go to 
bed without a prayer or a good-night kiss. She does not 
bind their tender hearts to her own by the cords of love; 
for she is “too busy.” And is this as God would have it? 
No, indeed! Something has taken away the mother’s 
reason, and what is it? Is it not a desire to meet the 
world’s standard and to conform to its customs?  

Some may wonder why it is that we say so much about 
home religion and the children. It is because of the 
terrible neglect of home duties on the part of so many. 
As the servants of God, parents, you are responsible 
for the children committed to your care. Many of them 
are growing up without reverence, growing up careless 
and irreligious, unthankful and unholy.  

If these children had been properly trained and 
disciplined, if they had been brought up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, heavenly angels would be in 
your homes. If you were true home missionaries, in your 

daily life exemplifying the teachings of the word of God, 
you would be preparing yourselves for a wider field of 
usefulness, and at the same time fitting your children to 
stand by your side, as efficient workers in the cause of God. 
What an impression it makes upon society to see a family 
united in the work and service of the Lord. Such a family is 
a powerful discourse in favor of the reality of Christianity. 
Others see that there is an influence at work in the family 
that affects the children, and that the God of Abraham is 
with them. And that which has such a powerful influence 
on the children is felt beyond the home, and affects other 
lives. If the homes of professed Christians had a right 
religious mold, they would exert a mighty influence for 
good. They would indeed be the “light of the world.”  

A well-ordered Christian household is an argument 
that the infidel cannot resist. He finds no place for 
his cavils. And the children of such a household are 
prepared to meet the sophistries of infidelity. They 
have accepted the Bible as the basis of their faith, and 
they have a firm foundation that cannot be swept away 
by the in-coming tide of skepticism.  

Said Christ, “Ye are the light of the world.” He has 
committed talents to our keeping. What are we doing 
with His entrusted gifts? Are we letting our light 
shine by using them for His glory and the benefit of 
our fellow-men, or are we using them to advance our 
own selfish interests? Many are using them selfishly. 
They do not seem to realize that we are all Judgment-
bound, and must soon give an account for the use we 
have made of our God-given opportunities to do good. 
But what excuse will they give in that great day for not 
using in the cause of God their skill, their education, 
their tact, and their perseverance and zeal?  

We need divine help if we would keep our lights 
burning. But Jesus died to provide that aid. He extends 
the invitation: “Let him take hold of My strength, that 
he may make peace with Me; and he shall make peace 
with Me.” Cling to the arm of Infinite Power; then you 
will find Him precious to your soul, and all Heaven will 
be at your command. “If we walk in the light, as He is 
in the light,” we shall have the companionship of holy 
angels. To “Joshua” it was said, “Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts: If thou wilt walk in My ways, and if thou wilt 
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keep My charge,” “I will give thee places to walk among 
these that stand by.” And who are “these that stand by”? 
They are the angels of God. Joshua must have a living, 
confiding trust in God every day; and then angels would 
walk with him, and the power of God would rest upon 
him in all his labors. 1  

The young men of our time, who are coming upon the 
stage of action, will give tone to our national character. 
The elevation or deterioration of the future of society 
will be determined by the manners and morals of the 
youth growing up around us. As the youth are educated, 
and as their characters are molded in their childhood to 
virtuous habits, self-control, and temperance, so will their 
influence be upon society. If they are left unenlightened 
and uncontrolled, and as the result become self-willed, 
intemperate in appetite and passion, so will be their 
future influence in molding society.  

The company which the young now keep, the habits 
they now form, and the principles they now adopt, are 
the index to the state of society for years to come. These 
young men, growing up to years of accountability, will 
have a voice in our legislative and other deliberative 
councils. Upon them will devolve the responsibility 
of enacting laws and executing them. In view of these 
things, should not parents realize the great responsibility 
resting upon them so to educate and discipline their 
children in the formation of character that they may be 
a blessing to the world? Whatever is good, virtuous, and 
ennobling, or whatever is bad, vicious, or debasing in 
the character of man, will leave its impress upon society. 
The learning, pleasing address, and with which young 
men may possess, with unsound principles, make their 
influence upon society more dangerous. If young men 
make their model an exalted one, having pure morals 
and firm principles, and if blended with this are affability 
and true Christian courtesy, there is a refined perfection 
to the character which will win its way anywhere, and 
a powerful influence will be wielded in favor of virtue, 
temperance, and righteousness. Such characters will be 
of the highest value to society, more precious than gold. 
Their influence is for time and for eternity.  

How can mothers who have the care of training their 
children feel that this is unimportant work? And yet how 
many mothers are continually sighing for a freedom from 

family cares, and have a yearning desire for missionary 
labor. Some feel that time is wasted that is devoted to 
their children and to household duties. They would not 
feel thus, did they fully realize the greatness of their 
work in molding the minds and forming the characters 
of their children. The queen upon her throne has not a 
work equal to that of the faithful mother who is bringing 
up her children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. Mothers who sense this work will not complain 
of time hanging heavily upon their hands, neither will 
they allow the follies of fashionable life to rob their 
children of the education and discipline they should 
give them; for in a great measure they hold the future 
destiny of their children in their hands. The education in 
childhood has a bearing upon the whole after-life. This is 
the season when the affections are the most ardent, the 
heart most impressible. The physical, mental, and moral 
are susceptible of the highest cultivation and the most 
marked improvement.  

Home missionaries are wanted. The parents must be 
first to become intelligent in regard to the laws of life and 
health, and feel the necessity of connecting with Heaven 
that they may have the help of God to combine with their 
human efforts to be faithful to their God-given trust in 
their home-missionary work in training their children. 
Here are the developing minds of children, with their 
varied temperaments and capabilities, to be studied 
with the object of strengthening the weak points in their 
characters and repressing the strong ones, that they may 
have well-balanced minds and symmetrical characters. 2

Then, Christian friends, fathers and mothers, let your 
light grow dim—no, never! Let your heart grow faint, or 
your hands weary—no, never! And by and by the portals 
of the celestial city will be opened to you; and you may 
present yourselves and your children before the throne, 
saying, “Here am I, and the children whom Thou hath 
given me.” And what a reward for faithfulness that will 
be, to see your children crowned with immortal life in the 
beautiful city of God! 3

____________________________
1 Signs of the Times, January 14, 1886

2 The Health Reformer, June 1, 1877
3 Signs of the Times, January 14, 1886
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Did you know? A properly 
functioning immune system 

destroys up to 10,000 
unhealthy cells EVERY DAY! 
Everyone knows that vitamin 
C is essential for its powerful 
immune-boosting properties. 
But all vitamin C products are 

not created equal! Most vitamin 
C products out there contain 
only synthetic ascorbic acid 
(yet even natural ascorbic 

acid is just 1/7th of what is in 
whole-food vitamin C). The 

most effective form of vitamin 
C comes from whole-food 

sources. C-Blast is a potent, 
whole-food vitamin C blend!

Suggested Usage:
Adult: Normal dose to increase 
immune function: Take 1 caplet 
with each meal (3 per day). 
To fight current problem: Take 
2-4 caplets every 4 hours until 
symptoms subside.
Children should use half this 
amount.

Our C-Blast is formulated 
with only the finest, purest, 

whole-food ingredients 
that will give your immune 

system a BLAST of 
power!

Vitamin C Fact:
People who smoke need on average an 
additional 35 mg� of vitamin C every day 
than people who don’t smoke� 

You Could Be Deficient In Vitamin C 
If You Are Suffering From:
• Muscle and joint pain
• Loose teeth, swollen, sore, or bleeding 

gums
• Low resistance to illness
• Fragile bones, easy bruising, or difficulty 

repairing body
• Exhaustion/weakness/feeling extra tired
• Dry and splitting hair, rough, dry, scaly 

skin

C-Blast

Some Of The Many Benefits Of Our Whole 
Food C-Blast Include:
• Regulated stress and energy levels
• Strengthened immune system
• Improved skin tone and suppleness
• Support of the gastrointestinal tract
• Enhanced ability to repair wounds
• Improved ability to maintain healthy cholesterol and 

blood pressure

Ingredients:
Acerola Cherry - Packed full of vitamin C, this cherry promotes a strong immune system 
that can fight off infection more efficiently.
Camu Camu - Supports the immune system and helps maintain optimal health; especially 
under conditions of stress and anxiety, which tend to deplete the immune system�
Indian Goose Berry - With 20 times the Vitamin C of an orange, this little berry packs a 
punch. Supports a strong immune system, which can fight off infection effectively.
Whole Grapefruit - High in vitamin C and bioflavonoids that boost the immune system and 
help promote healthy cell growth while inhibiting unhealthy cell replication�
Whole Lemon Fruit - Restores acid-alkali balance� Helps maintain the body’s internal 
“climate” at a pH which supports healthy bacteria instead of the viruses and harmful bacteria 
which thrive in more acidic environments. Fights infections & purifies the blood.
Whole Lime Fruit - Very high in Vitamin C, lime fruit aids in fever reduction and supports the 
immune system� It helps maintain respiratory health�
Whole Orange Fruit - Rich in vitamin C, orange fruit helps to boost the immune function� 
Full of vitamins & minerals that help keep the body healthy & strong� 
Alfalfa Grass Juice - Improves vitality and stimulates the immune system� It contains ALL 
the known vitamins, and a plethora of other key minerals and nutrients�
Wheat Grass Juice - Is a complete food and an excellent source of vitamin C, E, K 
and B complex (including B12)� In the minerals department, it is rich in calcium, cobalt, 
germanium, iron, magnesium, phosphorus, potassium, protein, sodium, sulphur, and zinc�
Oat Grass Juice - Strengthens a weak constitution� Packed with nutrients, oat grass juice: 
is full of vitamins and minerals, is very high in protein, and contains all the essential amino 
acids along with chlorophyll, flavonoids, lecithin, and enzymes.
Barley Grass Juice - Contains immune-boosting properties and protects the body from 
unhealthy cell formation�
Red Grape Juice - A natural antioxidant and anti-inflammatory, it boosts immunity.
Raspberry Juice - Rich in vitamins A and C, raspberry juice enhances the immune system 
during the winter season when immunity is down�
Blueberry Juice - Called a “super food,” blueberry juice enhances the effectiveness of 
vitamin C on the immune system and reduces inflammation. 
Blackberry Juice - A rich source of vitamin C, blackberry juice helps to stimulate the 
immune system and prevent infections�

 90 $17.99
CAPLETS

180 $28.99

PRICE
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Words of Health

Do You Want the Government
to be Concerned About Your Health?

by Kaye Olson, ND

My research led me to find that the answer to this 
question for most Americans is “Yes!” However, they 
prefer reminders rather than actual intervention. 
For instance, calorie counts on restaurant menus. Or 
making fresh fruits and vegetables more affordable. 
Most people do recognize that many of our most 
significant health problems are noncommunicable 
illnesses like heart disease and cancer, often caused or 
exacerbated by personal behaviors such as smoking, 
obesity, and lack of exercise.

Traditionally, public health efforts have largely 
focused on addressing communicable diseases or 
environmental toxins. Public health efforts been 
requiring childhood vaccinations, containing the 
spread of HIV and food-borne illnesses, or banning 
leaded paints. The legitimacy of government 
intervention in these areas is based on the idea that 
communicable diseases and environmental toxins can 
put the public at risk. This sounds very good, unless 
you do not want the vaccinations.

Hope for Health has been receiving many calls 
about the Covid vaccine. What do you do when the 
government has stepped in to enforce vaccination for 

travel, and for many jobs? It is a difficult decision to 
make if your livelihood is in danger! Everyone must 
prayerfully decide for themselves and their families. 
Everyone must be willing to accept the consequences 
of saying no! Educating yourself about all aspects of 
your health is a good starting point. As Seventh-day 
Adventists, we are blessed to have extensive light on 
how to be healthy! Our loving Father has provided His 
children with the best possible way to live healthfully 
through the pen of inspiration.

At this particular time, when many of you are 
wondering how to go forward, Hope for Health wants 
to give you the education you need to be proactive 
about your health!

The following three books are the very best that 
our bookstore has to offer you to understand natural 
remedies, healthy lifestyle and the ultimate diet plans 
for staying active and vital! As an added incentive, we 
are selling these books at reduced prices, and we are 
offering FREE SHIPPING! 

We pray for you daily and we are “here for you!” May 
God bless your efforts at better health.
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This encyclopedia offers you over 
11,000 inexpensive home remedies 
and covers over 730 diseases and 
disorders with prescriptions from 
nature’s storehouse� This book is 
far more comprehensive than any 
comparable health book on the 
market� 

International
Meat Crisis

Vance Ferrell
In the 21st century, 

we have entered 
upon a level of 

contamination and 
disease in food 
animals that is 

beyond anything 
earlier experienced 
in human history� 

This is the full 
story of why this 

happened, and why 
your health is in 

danger!

Paperback, 
174 pages

$2.99

You Can Quit 
Tobacco
Vance Ferrell

One of the most 
COMPLETE books 
on quitting tobacco 
you can find! It is all 
carefully and simply 
explained to make it 
as easy to follow as 

possible�
You will be amazed to 
find how EASY it will 
be to stop smoking!

Paperback, 97 pages
$2.99 each

10 or more - $1.50 ea
100 or more - $0.50 ea

The 
Vaccination

Crisis
Vance Ferrell

If you have a child, or 
a grandchild, or have 

a friend, this is an 
invaluable resource 
book for their health! 

We cannot stress 
enough how important 
the information in this 
book is! It contains 

a wealth of data 
on the potential 

dangers and effects 
of vaccines� It also 

provides outstanding 
information on how 
to deal with schools 

trying to enforce 
vaccines on your 

children�
Paperback, 304 pages

$3.99

Vance Ferrell 
(Hardcover, 840 pages) 

$49.99 
Regularly $80�00!

Natural Remedies 
Encyclopedia

• Hailed as the best reference 
book on natural remedies by 
physicians and layman alike�

• Find-it-fast indexes to help you 
find what you need, when you 
don’t have time to waste!

• Designed as an easy 
reference for the average 
person, the Natural Remedies 
Encyclopedia is an easy-to-
follow yet comprehensive 
reference manual for everyone 
to use�

Counsels On 
Diet & Foods 

Ellen G. White
We all hope to achieve 
optimum health; here 

is great advice on how 
you can start reaching 
that goal today! Topics 

include: relationship 
of diet to spirituality, 

vegetarianism, fasting, 
and more! Ellen White’s 
writings in the field of 
health have stood the 
test of time and the 

advances of science� 
This is a powerful aid 

for you and your entire 
family!

511 pages (both)
Hardcover....$16.99
Paperback.....$9.99 

Counsels on 
Health 

Ellen G. White
Living well equals 

living healthy! Here are 
practical principles that 
promote healthy living� 

Whether you are a 
health provider for many 
or one; you will find this 
to be an invaluable tool� 
Throughout her lifetime 

Ellen White devoted 
much effort and thought 

to alleviating the 
sorrows of the sick and 
suffering� Her amazing 
insights will guide you 
to living healthy and 

whole!

Hardcover, 687 pages
 $16.99  

If you are considering a raw lifestyle Hope for 
Health has several DVD's for sale that will give 

you valuable information and guidance!

Books & DVD's

Raw Food Made 
Easy - DVD

$18.99

Raw For Life - 2 
Disc DVD Set

$28.99

Simply Raw: 
Reversing 

Diabetes In 30 
Days - DVD

$28.99

70

See our website for many more books and DVD's. 
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Disappointment

—Frances R. Havergal
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Our yet unfinished story
Is tending all to this:

To God the greatest Glory,
To us the greatest bliss.

If all things work together
For ends so grand and blest,

What need to wonder whether
Each in itself is best!

If some things were omitted
Or altered as we would,

The whole might be unfitted
To work for perfect good.

Our plans may be disjointed,
But we may calmly rest;

What God has once appointed
Is better than our best.

We cannot see before us,
But our all-seeing Friend

Is always watching o’er us,
And knows the very end.

What though we seem to stumble?
He will not let us fall;

And learning to be humble
Is not lost time at all.

What though we fondly reckoned
A smoother way to go

Than where His hand has beckoned?
It will be better so.

What only seemed a barrier
A stepping-stone shall be;
Our God is no long tarrier,

A present Help is He.

And when amid our blindness
His disappointments fall,

We trust His lovingkindness
Whose wisdom sends them all.

They are the purple fringes
That hide His glorious feet;

They are the fire-wrought hinges
Where truth and mercy meet.

By them the golden portal
Of Providence shall ope,

And lift to praise immortal
The songs of faith and hope.

From broken alabaster
Was deathless fragrance shed,
The spikenard flowed the faster

Upon the Saviour’s head.

No shattered box of ointment
We ever need regret,

For out of disappointment
Flow sweetest odors yet.

The discord that involveth
Some startling change of key,
The Master’s hand resolveth

In richest harmony.

We hush our children’s laughter,
When sunset hues grow pale;

Then, in the silence after,
They hear the nightingale.

We mourned the lamp declining,
That glimmered at our side; --
The glorious starlight shining

Has proved a surer guide.

Then tremble not and shrink not
When Disappointment nears;
Be trustful still, and think not

To realize all fears.

While we are meekly kneeling,
We shall behold her rise,

Our Father’s love revealing,
An angel in disguise.



Words of Wisdom

by Paul & Carolyn Rayne

Teamwork in Marriage
How does teamwork happen in a marriage? Sometimes 

what is supposed to be a partnership can turn into the 
feeling, “I’m doing all the work. I feel like you’re not doing 
anything!”

While this is obviously a false allegation, there is a time 
in many marriages where one or the other is tempted to 
feel this way.

How does it work in your home? How do you figure out 
who does what? We wanted to discuss these questions 
in our article, and share some practical ways to make 
teamwork a joy and blessing.

While not always the case, oftentimes the husband is 
at work outside the home. Especially if there are young 
children in the home, the wife is at home and carries 
many of the responsibilities of home throughout the day.

We often get asked the question from wives, “Shouldn’t 
my husband be helping me do some of this stuff? Shouldn’t 
he do the dishes when he comes home?”

The husbands respond, “What! I’ve been busy all day 
long. My wife gets to stay home and spend time with the 
kids.”

Should husbands help with the day-to-day running of 
the home, or should the wife be doing all the household 
chores? This is a very practical question that confronts 
many families today. 

At the end of the day both parents are tired. The 
wife has been home—the cares of children, cooking, 
cleaning, and perhaps schooling, has kept her busy. 
The husband comes home tired from a day of putting 
out fires at work. The husband doesn’t know what his 
wife has done all day, he doesn’t realize that she’s been 
busy and is tired. The wife is thinking, “Why is he acting 
tired—he’s just been sitting in his office all day. I’ve been 
running around this house after five kids!”
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Oftentimes when the husband comes home, the house 
is a bit of a disaster zone. Needing reinforcements, the 
wife immediately wants his help. “Hubby, can you change 
his diaper?” or “Can you please empty the dishwasher?”

After a busy day, the husband comes home hoping 
to relax a little bit. What ends up happening is that it 
often becomes a source of contention. It’s a fight. It’s an 
argument. It can turn into a cold war and all kinds of stuff 
that we don’t want in our marriages.

Let’s unpack this scenario so that we can make it practical. 
Let’s look at how we can split up the responsibilities, and 
how we can work together to be a team.

There is a Biblical principle that is shared in Ecclesiastes 
4:9. It says, “Two are better than one because they have a 
good reward for their labor.” In other words, you can get 
more done if you work as a team than you could as two 
separate people. 

I used to play soccer—11 boys trying to score a goal. In 
the game, if everybody just tried to do their own thing, 
it wouldn’t work. However, if we worked as a team and 
started passing things around, we could win. It is the 
same in a marriage. 

Let’s look at another Bible principle. This one comes 
from Isaiah 1:18. “Come now, and let us reason together, 
says the Lord.” In order to figure out how to get this 
teamwork to work, we’re going to need to sit down and 
talk about it. While that seems simple, many things may 
come out as you discuss them together. 

“I’m doing too much already, you can’t ask me to do 
anything else.” No! Don’t go there. That’s not teamwork, 
that’s self-preservation. While it can be tempting to feel 
this way, it will not help to produce a spirit of cooperation 
and love.

I think the very first place to go is to figure out our 
strengths and our weaknesses. In our family, we balance 
each other out pretty well. If Carolyn took over the 
finances, we would be flat broke. Her skill set does not 
include being a good money manager. Paul is a fantastic 
money manager, and that is why we aren’t sunk financially, 
and why we still have food in the cupboard. 

Part of living in a home and being married is finances. 
Paul organizes our shared finances and bills. We tried 
having Carolyn just return receipts to Paul after shopping, 
and that was a disaster. We now have a budget, and 
Carolyn knows how much we can afford to spend in each 
category of our budget. We work together to make sure 
we stay on course.

Another difference for us that may be similar to your 
family: Carolyn loves to shop. Just the experience of 
going and browsing in stores is fun for her. Paul detests 
shopping. After just a couple stores, his feeling is, “Can 
we go home now?”

Carolyn’s love language is gifts. We have seen that 
most people whose love language is receiving gifts like 
to shop. This is not necessarily because they want to buy 
themselves lots of things, they just enjoy the experience 
of browsing and finding new things.

Paul is good at the finances. Carolyn is much better at 
shopping, and has the patience to figure it all out. As we 
work together, we can compliment each other’s skills, and 
make something more beautiful than either of us could 
have made on our own.

The funny thing is that Carolyn likes to buy things and 
bring them into the home, while Paul absolutely loves 
taking loads to the dump. If he can get the back of the 
car filled with trash and get it into the dumpster, he is so 
happy.

We share this illustration from our marriage to 
emphasize that it is important to go with your strengths 
in your teamwork. When each partner can work from 
their strengths, and appreciate the balance that the other 
partner brings, you will have a truly beautiful partnership.

When our children were in the home, we worked with 
them to learn how to do chores. Our son, Caleb, had the 
trash as one of his responsibilities. After he flew the nest, 
we realized neither of us were accustomed to collecting 
the trash. Carolyn would start to text Caleb to remind 
him about the trash, and then realize, Caleb can’t do the 
trash. He’s living in Maryland!



Carolyn mentioned to Paul, “I think now that 
Caleb’s gone, you should be doing the trash.” While 
it may sound trivial, it brings out an important 
principle: If we are going to be a team, we’ve got 
to have some give and take. If we’re going to be a 
team, we have to be willing to communicate about 
our expectations, rather than hoping that the other 
person will magically fulfill them.

If Paul hasn’t collected the trash, Carolyn may come 
and say, “Sweetheart, nobody’s taking care of the trash. 
I’m having to put stuff on the floor.” Now, she could 
say the words with a jovial attitude, or she could be 
really bent out of shape. Paul could take it as a gentle 
reminder, or could get upset that she is nagging him. 

Teamwork can be challenging. We can become 
disturbed over the smallest of things and end up in 
a big fight over who didn’t empty the trash. While it 
may sound funny, this really happens in marriage, and 
people end up saying stuff they regret over something 
as simple as who is taking out the trash.

You probably you feel that you are doing your fair 
share, if not extra. However, we encourage you to check 
with your spouse. Having regular communication is 
so important. 

Just the other day, we were talking, and Paul said, 
“Sweetheart, tell me honestly, do you feel like I do 
enough?”

Carolyn said, “Oh, yes. You have a job as well, and 
I’m happy to do most of the household stuff.” That 
was heartening for Paul to hear. While he would be 
willing to do more, it was an encouragement to know 
that what he does in the home is seen and appreciated.

Another aspect of teamwork: doing the jobs we 
don’t enjoy. Not everything we do is our favorite 
thing. If we’re not careful, we may unconsciously say, 
“I don’t like this particular chore, so you do it.” While 
we may not voice that sentiment, our actions show 
how we feel about the job. Sometimes, though, we 
have to face real life. In real life, there are things we 
must do that we don’t enjoy. 

For Carolyn, the kitchen is her least favorite 
room of the home. For most ladies, it isn’t that way. 
Now, that doesn’t mean that she never goes into the 
kitchen. That doesn’t mean that she doesn’t do a lot 
of the cooking. It might mean, however, that she 
tries to make chili last at least two days. While part 
of food lasting longer is the fact that we went from 
four hungry mouths to two, Carolyn would prefer to 
do less cooking if possible. Knowing that it’s not her 
favorite, Paul works to show extra appreciation for 
her effort. He doesn’t say, “Hey, Sweetheart, where’s 
my lasagna?” If he has to eat chili for four days, so 
be it. Part of teamwork is supporting each other and 
appreciating what the other person pushes themselves 
to do despite their personal preferences.

Paul has agreed to do the vacuuming on Friday 
afternoon. While that sounds heroic, our home has 
mostly wood floors, so it only takes a few minutes to 
vacuum the rugs. If he does a thorough job, getting the 
flies off the windowsills and vacuuming the cobwebs, 
it takes a bit longer. Sometimes, Paul is tempted to be 
frustrated, and to wonder, “Does Carolyn need new 
glasses? How could she miss all these flies?” In our 
log cabin, it seems like we have a fly season. We battle 
to keep them on the outside, and to remove them if 
they get in. Paul is “tuned in” to the flies. He notices 
them much more often than Carolyn does. However, 
we’re in this together. We are here to support each 
other and to work from our strengths to make this 
partnership truly great. Rather than getting upset 
about what the other partner isn’t doing, we can fill 
the need and keep the teamwork running smoothly.

It is vital to be able to see the perspective from where 
the other person is standing. When you come home 
from work, guys, and your wife is sitting there, what do 
you assume? You may not realize that she is absolutely 
wiped out and she’s about ready to pass out because 
she’s been dealing with little people all day long. 

When you walk through the door, she doesn’t know 
what you’ve been through. She has no idea that your 
boss has held you over the coals, and that you’ve had 
a really bad day.
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We need to communicate. We need to reason 
together to find out what’s been going on. This simple 
passage from Galatians really sums up what we are 
trying to share: “Bear ye one another’s burdens and 
so fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2). The law of 
love is to carry each other’s burdens. Don’t let “That’s 
not my job” steal your joy and your willingness to 
work together as a team. 

I remember the children would say, “I’m not doing 
the dishes today, because I did them yesterday.” We 
hear their words, and we try to instill a different 
attitude in them. We want them to be willing to help 
regardless of what was done yesterday. How often, 
though, can we end up with the same kind of spirit in 
marriage? Can we walk over something that’s on the 
floor because “I didn’t put it there, and they shouldn’t 
have dropped it there, so I’m not going to touch it”?

Consider this scenario: The husband has been out 
at work all day. He’s exhausted. He comes home to 
a wife who is absolutely frazzled. She has had some 
major stuff to do with the children. In the kitchen, 
there is a sink piled so high with dirty dishes there’s 
not even any clean dishes to use for supper. 

What do they do? Does the husband sit down and 
put his feet up and say, “I’ve been at work all day—that’s 
your problem”? Do they go out to eat instead? If they 
go out to eat, that will solve the immediate problem, 
but will still leave them with the sink of dishes, and the 
chance to repeat the scenario again the next day.

The best solution is for them to tackle that sink 
of dishes together. It can be done in a flash because 
they are both working together. For Paul, when he is 
done with work, his brain is overloaded and in need 

of some down time. If he comes home, and the first 
thing he’s asked to deal with are difficulties with the 
children, or a home repair, it can be really challenging. 
However, he is happy to go and clean the windows 
or something like that because it allows time for his 
brain to decompress. While cleaning the windows is 
not a favorite job, he’s willing to be helpful in a way 
that he can. After finishing the windows, he is much 
more able to help Carolyn solve difficulties between 
the children, or engage in more analytical work.

For Carolyn, cleaning windows and mirrors is one 
of those jobs that she knows needs to be done, but 
she rarely gets to it. Realizing that we are a team, and 
we are in this together helps each of us give space 
for our partner’s weaknesses. Teamwork is about 
communication. It is about being considerate and 
compassionate with one another. Teamwork is bearing 
one another’s burdens, and helping each other out.

As you communicate and work through the 
challenges of daily life, consider working from your 
strengths. Consider empowering both partners by 
capitalizing on what each can bring to the marriage. 
Most of all, consider the words of Scripture, “by love 
serve one another.” (Galatians 5:13).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

About the Authors
Paul and Carolyn Rayne have a heart for helping 

marriages and families. 

Their ministry, The Home Place, seeks to meet 
the growing need for on-the-go resources by 
producing short, practical, and inspirational videos 
and podcasts. These are available at their website,  
www.thehomeplace.org.
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Words from God

The Happy Home

16

1. Where and by whom were the foundations 
of home laid?
“And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in 
Eden; and there He put the man whom He had 
formed.” Genesis 2:8.

2. In making this home, what besides man 
was needed?
“And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man 
should be alone; I will make him an help meet [one 
adapted, or suitable] for him.” Genesis 2:18.

3. After creating Adam and Eve, what did 
God say to them?
“And God blessed them, and God said unto them, 
Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.” 
Genesis 1:28.

4. To what are the wife and children of the 
man who fears the Lord likened?
“Happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee. 
Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine 
house: thy children like olive-plants round about thy 
table.” Psalm 128:2,3.

5. What are children declared to be?
“Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord.”  
Psalm 127:3. 
“Children’s children are the crown of old men; and the 
glory of children are their fathers.” Proverbs 17:6.

6. How should the wife relate herself to her 
husband?

“Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, 
as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of 
the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church.” 
Ephesians 5:22,23.

7. And how should husbands regard their 
wives? 

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also 
loved the church, and gave Himself for it. . . . So 
ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. 
He that loveth his wife loveth himself. . . . Let every 
one of you in particular so love his wife even as 
himself; and the wife see that she reverence her 
husband.” Ephesians 5:25-33.

8. Against what are husbands cautioned?

“Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against 
them.” Colossians 3:19.

9. Why should wives be in subjection to their 
husbands?

“Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own 
husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also 
may without the word be won by the conversation 
[manner of life] of the wives.” 1 Peter 3:1.



10. Why should husbands be considerate of 
their wives?
“Likewise; ye husbands, dwell with them according 
to knowledge, giving honor unto the wife, as unto the 
weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace 
of life; that your prayers be not hindered.” 1 Peter 3:7.

11. Why should children obey their parents?
“Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is 
right.” Ephesians  6:1.

12. How should parents bring up their 
children?
“And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: 
but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord.” Ephesians 6:4.

13. Why should fathers not provoke their 
children to anger?
“Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they 
be discouraged.” Colossians 3:21.

14. By what means may the mother bind the 
hearts of the loved ones at home together?
“She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her 
tongue is the law of kindness.” Proverbs 31:26.

NOTE: “We want to get into the hearts of our children if we 
hold them, and help them, and bless them, and take them to 
heaven with us.” - Frances Murphy.

15. How will such a mother be regarded?
“Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her 
husband also, and he praiseth her.” Proverbs 31:28.

NOTE: “Show me a loving husband, a worthy wife, and good 
children, and no pair of horses that ever flew along the road 
could take me in a year where I could see a more pleasing 
sight. Home is the grandest of all institutions.”- Spurgeon.

16. How faithfully should parents teach the 
precepts and commandments of God to their 
children?
“And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest 
in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, 
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.” 
Deuteronomy 6:7.

NOTES: ”The home should be made a school of 
instruction, rather than a place of monotonous drudgery. 
The evenings should be cherished as precious seasons, 
to be devoted to the instruction of the children in the 
way of righteousness. But how many children are sadly 
neglected! They are not educated in the home, that they 
may comprehend the truth of God, and are not trained to 
love justice and to do judgment. They should be patiently 
instructed, that they may understand the laws that govern 
them, and that they may know the springs of their actions. 
They are to be brought into harmony with the laws of 
heaven, to cherish the truth as it is in Jesus. In this way 
they may be fitted to join the society of the angels, and 
to stand in the presence of our blessed Redeemer.”-  
Sabbath School Worker, August, 1896.

“A church within a church, a republic within a republic, a 
world within a world, is spelled by four letters—HOME! If 
things go right there, they go right everywhere; if things go 
wrong there, they go wrong everywhere. The door-sill of 
the dwelling-house is the foundation of church and state. . 
. . In other words, domestic life overarches and undergirds 
all other life. . . . First, last, and all the time, have Christ in 
your home.”- Talmage.

17. What is the great secret of a happy home?
“Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a 
stalled ox and hatred therewith.” Proverbs 15:17.
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Words of Testimony

Editor’s Note: My son and I are reading through the book, Prophets 
and Kings. It tells the story of Biblical Israel from the time of King Solomon 
through to the end of the Old Testament period. The chapter, Captives in 
Babylon, had so many gem statements that I wanted to share some of 
them with you. Following are selected thoughts from that chapter.

Among the children of Israel who were carried captive 
to Babylon at the beginning of the seventy years’ captivity 
were Christian patriots, men who were as true as steel to 
principle, who would not be corrupted by selfishness, but 
who would honor God at the loss of all things. In the land of 
their captivity these men were to carry out God’s purpose by 
giving to heathen nations the blessings that come through a 
knowledge of Jehovah. They were to be His representatives. 
Never were they to compromise with idolaters; their faith 
and their name as worshipers of the living God they were to 
bear as a high honor. And this they did. In prosperity and 
adversity they honored God, and God honored them.

Among those who maintained their allegiance to 
God were Daniel and his three companions—illustrious 
examples of what men may become who unite with the God 
of wisdom and power. 

“Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.” Seeing in these youth the 
promise of remarkable ability, Nebuchadnezzar determined 
that they should be trained to fill important positions in 
his kingdom. That they might be fully qualified for their 
lifework, he arranged for them to learn the language of the 
Chaldeans and for three years to be granted the unusual 
educational advantages afforded princes of the realm.

At the very outset of their career there came to them a 
decisive test of character. It was provided that they should eat 
of the food and drink of the wine that came from the king’s 
table. In this the king thought to give them an expression of 
his favor and of his solicitude for their welfare. But a portion 
having been offered to idols, the food from the king’s table 
was consecrated to idolatry; and one partaking of it would 
be regarded as offering homage to the gods of Babylon. In 
such homage, loyalty to Jehovah forbade Daniel and his 
companions to join.

Daniel and his associates had been trained by their parents 
to habits of strict temperance. They had been taught that 
God would hold them accountable for their capabilities, and 
that they must never dwarf or enfeeble their powers. This 
education was to Daniel and his companions the means of 
their preservation amidst the demoralizing influences of the 
court of Babylon. Strong were the temptations surrounding 
them in that corrupt and luxurious court, but they remained 
uncontaminated. No power, no influence, could sway them 
from the principles they had learned in early life by a study 
of the word and works of God.

Daniel did not hesitate. The approval of God was dearer to 
him than the favor of the most powerful earthly potentate—
dearer than life itself. He determined to stand firm in his 
integrity, let the result be what it might. He “purposed in 
his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion 
of the king’s meat, nor with the wine which he drank.” And 
in this resolve he was supported by his three companions.

For three years the Hebrew youth studied to acquire “the 
learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans.” During this 
time they held fast their allegiance to God and depended 
constantly upon His power. With their habits of self-
denial they united earnestness of purpose, diligence, and 
steadfastness.

The Lord regarded with approval the firmness and self-
denial of the Hebrew youth, and their purity of motive; and 
His blessing attended them. 

In acquiring the wisdom of the Babylonians, Daniel 
and his companions were far more successful than their 
fellow students; but their learning did not come by chance. 
They obtained their knowledge by the faithful use of their 
powers, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. They placed 
themselves in connection with the Source of all wisdom, 
making the knowledge of God the foundation of their 
education. In faith they prayed for wisdom, and they lived 
their prayers. They placed themselves where God could bless 
them. They avoided that which would weaken their powers, 
and improved every opportunity to become intelligent in all 
lines of learning. 

Captives in Babylon 
The Power of Home Training and Christian Influence
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True success in any line of work is not the result of chance or 
accident or destiny. It is the outworking of God’s providences, 
the reward of faith and discretion, of virtue and perseverance. 
Fine mental qualities and a high moral tone are not the result 
of accident. God gives opportunities; success depends upon 
the use made of them.

As the Lord cooperated with Daniel and his fellows, so 
He will cooperate with all who strive to do His will. And by 
the impartation of His Spirit He will strengthen every true 
purpose, every noble resolution. Those who walk in the path 
of obedience will encounter many hindrances. Strong, subtle 
influences may bind them to the world; but the Lord is able 
to render futile every agency that works for the defeat of 
His chosen ones; in His strength they may overcome every 
temptation, conquer every difficulty.

As God called Daniel to witness for Him in Babylon, so He 
calls us to be His witnesses in the world today. In the smallest 
as well as the largest affairs of life, He desires us to reveal to 
men the principles of His kingdom. 

A noble character is not the result of accident; it is not due to 
special favors or endowments of Providence. It is the result of 
self-discipline, of subjection of the lower to the higher nature, 
of the surrender of self to the service of God and man.

Through the fidelity to the principles of temperance shown 
by the Hebrew youth God is speaking to the youth of today. 
There is need of men who like Daniel will do and dare for the 
cause of right. Pure hearts, strong hands, fearless courage, are 
needed; for the warfare between vice and virtue calls.

The spirit that possessed Daniel, the youth of today may 
have; they may draw from the same source of strength, possess 
the same power of self-control, and reveal the same grace in 
their lives, even under circumstances as unfavorable. 

Through strong resolution and vigilant watchfulness they 
may withstand every temptation that assails the soul. But only 
by him who determines to do right because it is right will the 
victory be gained. 

The same mighty truths that were revealed through these 
men, God desires to reveal through 
the youth and children today. The 
life of Daniel and his fellows is a 
demonstration of what He will do for 
those who yield themselves to Him and 
with the whole heart seek to accomplish 
His purpose. 
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One of our readers, Alan 
Mathieu, shared several songs 

he has written with us.  
He gave us permission 
to publish them in the 

magazine.
This one, written for children, 
is an excellent reminder of the 
faithfulness of Daniel and an 
encouragement to be faithful 

to God no matter what 
circumstances come our way.

May you be blessed!



Words for Parents

When Loved Ones Are Gone...

A time to weep, and a time to laugh;  
a time to mourn, and a time to dance.

—Ecclesiastes 3:4

One of the saddest lessons our children will 
learn on this earth in its fallen state is that our 
lives are finite. Our elders and shining beacons 
in our life grow old and their bodies give out. 

Thankfully, in our most painful and bitter 
lesson, we have a Blessed Hope. 

My son recently learned this lesson with the 
passing of his Uncle Mark. He learned that 
there is a time to mourn and weep. He talked 
about his Uncle Mark and the good things he 
had done and reminded us elders that for the 
beloved in the Lord death is not the end. Death 
is not a punishment. It’s a rest until His return.

“Mama, Uncle Mark isn’t gone forever,” my 
son said. “We will see him when Jesus comes 
back.”

by Kathleen Vess
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It meant so much to me to hear those words of 
truth and hope from my son. He made me proud of 
him and gave me peace that the things I am teaching 
are sticking with him.

His words gave me comfort as well. During the 
nearly 8 years of his life, I have experienced deep 
loss. The loss of a parent, the loss of friends, and 
the loss of extended family. I have taught him that 
for the follower of Christ we have a cherished hope. 
The hope of the Resurrection. Where death and 
pain will never again happen. What a blessed hope!

On that day, as we mourned the loss of a godly 
man, I needed the reminder of hope. God spoke to 
me through my son—out of the mouth of a child.

Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings 
Thou hast perfected praise.

—Matthew 21:16

—Jeremiah 32:27

Happy the home when God is there,

And love fills every breast;

When one their wish, and one their prayer,

And one their heavenly rest.

Happy the home where Jesus’ name

Is sweet to every ear;

Where children early lisp His fame,

And parents hold Him dear.

Happy the home where prayer is heard,

And praise is wont to rise;

Where parents love the Sacred Word,

And live but for the skies.
—Henry Ware, 1846

Happy the Home
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An upright man, Deacon Peters, was financially 
ruined by endorsing the note of a man whom he 
trusted. With a wife sick unto death, and children, he 
was forced to seek other employment in midwinter. 

One morning, when his resources were gone and 
no work had been found, his little girl reported that 
the wood and the candles were gone; “and how shall we 
take care of dear mother tonight?” she asked her father.

He fled to his closet; and there, in an agony of 
prayer, he besought the Lord for help.

Forgetting all other wants, he pled and pled again 
for the two articles now specially needed, specifying 
them with reiterated earnestness. 

He arose from his knees in full assurance of faith 
and with heavenly tranquility, and went forth expecting 

deliverance, looking for it, however, in but one way: 
through his own earnings.

But after a fruitless day of seeking employment, 
gloomily he returned home. He entered his gate, and 
was startled to see before him a generous pile of wood. 
Little Johnny opened the door, clapping his hands, 
exclaiming, “O Father, we’ve got some wood and some 
candles!”

“Where did you get them? Are you sure they were 
not left here by mistake?”

“O no, Father,” interrupted Hatty, “they were not 
left by mistake. A man knocked at the door with his 
whip; and, when I opened it, he asked if you lived here. 
I told him you did.

Words for the Young at Heart

Turning An Enemy’s Heart

22



“Then he said, ‘Here are some candles and a load 
of wood for him.’ I asked him if you sent him, and he 
said, ‘I rather guess your father doesn’t know anything 
about it.’ 

“‘Who did send them, then?’ said I. ‘Oh,’ said he, ‘I 
mustn’t tell. But you may say to your father, they are a 
present.’”

But to what instrumentality they were indebted 
for the relief was a mystery. And what particularly 
interested Deacon Peters was the character of the 
anonymous presents—that the very things so much 
needed, and no others, should be sent; and he was sure 
he had mentioned his want of them to no human ear.

He questioned the children anew. They described 
the man who knocked at the door, the horse and truck 
he drove. A new thought struck him. “Why,” said he, 
“that team belongs to my old enemy, Graff. Can it be 
possible that he is the donor? If so, surely the finger of 
God has touched his heart.”

Deacon Peters was, however, so convinced that he 
was their benefactor, that he resolved on an immediate 
call on that gentleman.

This Mr. Graff, it seems, was a distiller. Once the 
two had been friends; but Deacon Peters had been 
so active in the temperance cause that he had earned 
the enmity of the distiller. Try as the deacon might to 
conciliate the man and to show that he had no personal 
hostility to him, the distiller had rudely refused to 
notice the deacon’s salutations. 

This was the man the deacon now called upon. 
Deacon Peters entered the distillery of his old 

friend. For the first time in years its proprietor looked 
up with a nod of recognition. It was evident something 
unusual had softened his heart. 

“I have called,” said the deacon, “to ask if you can 
tell me who sent some wood and candles to my house 
today?”

“Yes, sir, I sent them.”
“You are very kind; but pray tell me how you came 

to do so.”
“But first let me inquire if you really needed them?”
“O, I cannot express to you how much!”

“Well, then, I suppose I must explain,” said Mr. 
Graff. “It is all very singular and sometimes seems very 
foolish.”

“This morning, about ten o’clock, as I was busy at 
my work, suddenly a voice seemed to say to me, ‘Send 
some wood to Deacon Peters; he is in want.’ 

“I was astonished. I tried to banish the thought, 
and went to work more earnestly. I could not believe 
you needed it. And I could not send it to you of all 
others. But the voice—it seemed within me—said 
again with painful distinctness, ‘Send some wood to 
Deacon Peters; he is in want!’

“I scouted the idea as weak and silly, a mere fantasy 
of the brain. But it was of no use; I had to succumb. 
The more I ridiculed and fought it, the more vivid and 
irresistible was the impression, until to purchase peace, 
and in some awe, I bade John load his team with wood 
and leave it at your door.

“For a moment I was at rest; but only for a moment. 
The imperative whisper came, ‘Send some candles!’

“Said I to myself, ‘This is too absurd. I will not gratify 
this whim.’ Again I was so beset with the mandate, and 
so distressed and baffled in repelling it, that as a cheap 
way to get out of torment, I handed John a package of 
candles also.

“This has been in my mind ever since. Sometimes 
I have thought it almost a freak of insanity; and then, 
again, such was the strange character of the impression, 
so unexpected, so solemn and powerful, and such the 
singular peace following compliance with its dictates, 
that I almost believe it to be supernatural.”

“It is, indeed, the doings of Him who is wonderful 
in working,” replied Deacon Peters.

“It was about ten o’clock, I well-remember, that I 
pled with God for the very articles you sent me, in an 
agony of wrestling I never knew before. It was then, 
too, that my soul was filled with the conviction that my 
prayer was heard, and relief would come.”

—Originally Published in The Reflector

“Before they call, I will answer; and 
while they are yet speaking, I will hear.”

—Isaiah 65:24
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While on furlough from Africa, and having 
occasion to tell of missionary progress and experiences 
in Rhodesia and other parts, Pastor F. B. Armitage 
related the following experience in the early days of the 
work at the Somabula Mission, in Southern Rhodesia:

“I had occasion to make a journey from the new 
Somabula station which would require several days’ 
absence. My wife was alone at the station, with only 
the native orphan children who had accompanied us 
from the older Solusi Mission.

“I started from the station early in the morning. 
Toward evening a little boy came running into the tent 
where Mrs. Armitage was working, crying, ‘There is 
fire in the grass! There is fire in the grass!’

“Our mission was in a valley; and, down the valley 
somewhere, a fire had been started and was sweeping 
toward the station. The season had been dry; and the 
grass was like tinder, standing in places as high as a 
man’s head. One can imagine how that fire would look 
to the mission family, with only the orphan children 
and Mrs. Armitage and her own little one on the 
premises. We had been only a short time at this place, 
and had not had time to make fire guards or provide 
any precautions. The situation was indeed desperate. 

“For a few startled moments Mrs. Armitage 
watched the oncoming flames; and then to herself she 
said, ‘Our heavenly Father has never failed us yet, and 
I believe He will not leave us now.’

A Mission Station Delivered
by W. A. Spicer
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“There might have been a chance for flight; 
but there was the mission station, with all that 
it represented of struggle and toil and future 
fruitfulness in the saving of souls. She turned to 
the text that had been the deciding word in our 
entering Africa, and our stay and support in many 
a trying experience. Again she read the promise, 
‘Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; 
for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will 
help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right 
hand of My righteousness.’ Isa. 41:10.

“The assurance came to her heart that she was 
not left alone. And she said, ‘Our Father will take 
care of us once more; I am sure.’

“Still the fire came leaping on. It was of no use 
to think of trying to fight it, with only the little 
orphan children to help. It came to within seventy 
yards of the station; and there it went out in front, 
the flames dividing and passing by on each side 
of the farm, joining farther up the valley and 
sweeping on beyond. The mission was saved.

“That night I saw, by the red glow, that there 
was fire in the valley. I hurried homeward with 
all speed; and there I found, to my deepest joy, 
not only my family and the children safe, but the 
mission preserved as well. All about the mission 
the grass was dry; but there stood a five-acre 
plot untouched. The fire had stopped right in the 
dry grass; and no one could say why, save as we 
understand that the promises of our heavenly 
Father are sure and that He will not leave us nor 
forsake us when we trust Him in the way of duty.”

These experiences of deliverance, by special 
interposition of God’s providence in uncommon 
emergencies, make only more real to the believer 
the unwearying watchcare of the same blessed 
Providence in the common round of life. For true 
it is that the angels of the Lord are all about in this 
world, still ministering to the heirs of salvation. 

“The angel of the Lord encampeth 
round about them that fear Him, and 
delivereth them.”            —Psalm 34:7.
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Words of the Pioneers

Admonitions to Parents
by A. A. Dodge
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The mariner’s greatest danger, when “in perils on 
the sea,” is when the rocks and shoals are slightly 
covered over with water; and when nearing the haven, 
at which time a diligent watchfulness is needful. O 
how unconscious we may be of the dangers of these 
“perilous times,” unless we watch and pray, and look 
diligently into the word of God: for they approach us 
in such disguised forms, that we may become almost 
ensnared ere we are aware! Satan will try to deceive 
us, [Matt. 24:24; Rev. 12:12,] and make us insensible 
to our dangers, and he will even try to deceive the 
parents, and make them insensible to the dangers that 
surround their children. 

The Lord wants to save the children, but Satan would 
try to destroy these young and tender “branches,”  
[Ps. 128:3] and by so doing, he will hinder the growth 
of the older “branches,” by bringing upon them 
perplexity and trouble. John 15:4-7. Satan will try to 
deceive the parents, in time of disobedience, and they 
will be left to believe that they love their children, when 
at the same time they hate them. “He that spareth his 
rod hateth his son; but he that loveth him chasteneth 
him betimes.” Prov. 13:24. 

Satan will try to deceive them as to their duty, (for 
it “grieveth the Enemy” for them to do their duty,) 
until it is too late; then it will bring shame, heaviness, 
and sorrow to thine heart. And the children will have 
none of God’s grace to assist them to resist the Devil, 
and to overcome their evil tempers and dispositions, 
therefore they will be the lawful prey of the Enemy 
and die. Prov. 23:13. Satan, to accomplish his purpose, 
will use the instrumentality of “a full access to wicked 
companions,” and he will try to make the parents 
insensible to their evil influences. O “beware of thine 

own children:” Let them not go in a way wherein they 
may fall! “lest thou gnash thy teeth in the end!” O do 
be entreated to look at the “admonitions of the Lord,” 
and from this raise a true standard that you may “love” 
your children, and not “hate” them by withholding 
chastisement in time of disobedience, even while there 
is hope. Prov. 19:18. Watch carefully, and do your duty 
that you “may have joy of them in the end,” and “have 
part of the inheritance among the brethren.”   

How important it is that the children of the 
“remnant” should comply with the conditions of this 
precious promise; by obeying their parents in the Lord 
in all things and willingly, not grievously; “For this is 
the love of God, that we keep His commandments: 
and His commandments are not grievous:” For it is 
said by the prophet, “If ye be willing and obedient, ye 
shall eat the good of the land.” 1 John 5:3; Isa. 1:19. 

I have often witnessed the murmur, and the 
unwillingness, and apparently “grievous” feelings, 
when the child has been requested by the parent to do 
an act of obedience. O how my heart has been pained; 
and how I have feared for that parent, and that child, 
when they have seemingly been insensible to their 
responsibilities. 

I can say with Bro. Goodwin, “I feel an interest in 
the welfare of the children and am glad that they have 
a paper for themselves; but still for the children to be 
really benefited,” certainly “the work must begin at 
home.” Parents must realize the awful responsibility 
of “this important duty of governing their children, 
and subdue their wills and unholy tempers, and bring 
them where God can work for them.” [See “Review 
and Herald” Vol. III, No. 7.] 
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When the children of God murmur and disobey, 
He, in love, administers chastisement. “And ye have 
forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as 
unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening 
of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of 
Him: For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom He receiveth. If ye endure 
chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for 
what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? But if 
ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, 
then are ye bastards, and not sons. Furthermore, we 
have had fathers of our flesh, which corrected us; and 
we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather 
be in subjection unto the Father of Spirits, and live? 
For they verily for a few days chastened us after their 
own pleasure; but He for our profit, that we might 
be partakers of His holiness. Now no chastening 
for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: 
nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness unto them which are exercised 
thereby.” Hebrews 12:5-11.

“My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord; 
neither be weary of His correction: For whom the 
Lord loveth He correcteth, even as a father the son in 
whom he delighteth. Prov. 3:11,12. … And, He is more 
willing to “give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him,” 
than earthly parents are “to give good gifts unto their 
children.” And even of Jesus our Saviour, our merciful 
and faithful High Priest, it is said, “the chastisement 
of our peace was upon Him!” Luke 11:13; Isa. 53:5. …

Duty of Parents to their Children  
in time of Disobedience

“Train up a child in the way he should go; and when 
he is old, he will not depart from it.” “He that spareth his 
rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth 
him betimes.” “Chasten thy son while there is hope, 
and let not thy soul spare for his crying. Withhold 
not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him 
with the rod he shall not die. Thou shalt beat him with 
a rod, and shalt deliver his soul from hell.” “The rod 
and reproof give wisdom, but a child left to himself 
bringeth his mother to shame. Correct thy son, and 

he shall give thee rest: yea, he shall give delight unto 
thy soul.” “Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a 
child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from 
him.” “Even a child is known by his doings, whether 
his work be pure, and whether it be right.” Prov. 22:6; 
13:24; 19:18; 23:13,14; 29:15,17; 22:15; 20:11. …

The Saviour’s Love and Care for the Children, 
and the Promises for Them

“And they brought young children to Him, that He 
should touch them: and His disciples rebuked those 
that brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was 
much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little 
children to come unto Me, and forbid them not: for 
of such is the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you, 
Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as 
a little child, he shall not enter therein. And He took 
them up in His arms, put His hands upon them, and 
blessed them.” Mark 10:13-16. …

“He shall feed His flock like a shepherd; He shall 
gather the lambs withHis arm, and carry them in His 
bosom.” “Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms 
of My hands.” “Thy children shall make haste:” - “for I 
will contend with him that contendeth with thee, and 
I will save thy children.” “And all thy children shall be 
taught of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of thy 
children.” And in the New Earth the beasts shall be so 
harmless that a little child shall lead them. Isa. 40:11; 
49:15-25; 54:13; 11:6. 

The Lord has brought us down to the time of the third 
angel’s message, (“the commandments of God, and the 
faith of Jesus,”) - even “the second time to recover the 
remnant of His people,” - “both sons and daughters.” 
Ezek. 14:22. In this last message of mercy, is restored 
the fourth commandment; - to “prove them, whether 
they will walk in His law or no.” And He would have 
“thy children walking in truth,” - even “present truth.” 
2 John 4; 2 Tim. 3:15. And now, as in aforetime, the 
Lord would have the parents “take heed,” and “keep the 
commandments,” and teach them diligently unto their 
children, for the fourth commandment includes “thy 
son” and “thy daughter.” …
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O what a comfort it will be to the parents to have 
their children enjoy the hope and blessing that is 
promised to the commandment-keepers. Rev. 22:14. If 
you would have the children be among those who “get 
the victory,” “having the harps of God;” and join with 
them in singing “the song of the Lamb,” O teach them 
even now to join with you in singing and praising God. 
It will please “their angels” and the Saviour; yet the 
Enemy may be sore displeased! Matt. 21:15,16. Teach 
them to love, “be pitiful, be courteous,” and kind to each 
other. - I know a little one, only four years old, who in 
the time of family prayer, often lisps out: “O Lord help 
us to do Thy will and keep Thy commandments. Help 
us to keep the Sabbath holy unto Thee. O Lord help us 
to mind Pa and Ma. Help us to resist the devil that he 
may flee from us, draw nigh to God that He may draw 
nigh to us, - we ask it in the name of Jesus. Amen.” And 
I do believe the Lord hears the little ones when they 
pray.

Dear brethren and sisters, much depends upon you. 
It is in your power, by the help of the Lord, to win these 
little souls, whom God hath left in your care, - “and 
he that winneth souls is wise.” See James 1:5; 5:20; 
Prov. 11:30. O, what patience you will need in these 
“perilous times.” Remember that “here is the patience 
of the saints.” Don’t forget the admonitions of the 
Lord, that you with your children may have part of the 
inheritance among the brethren, and live long on the 
New Earth. See Gen. 18:19. 

Truly, (as Bro. Bates has said,) “With what energy and 
zeal should the parents who keep the commandments, 
grasp these precious promises for their dear children; 
and beseech God for help and strength from the Holy 
Sanctuary, to bring their children to Him, before the 
great and terrible day of the Lord shall come. At which 
time their wicked children will be cut down before 
their eyes, if they have neglected to lead them to God.” 

And even at a time when “they shall deliver neither 
son nor daughter; they shall but deliver their own souls 
by their righteousness:” When “destruction wasteth at 
noon-day: When “the man clothed with linen” shall go 
“forth” and “slay utterly old and young,” - little children, 
“but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; 
and begin at My Sanctuary.” See Eze. 9; 14:13-21. Ps. 91. 

Already, the anguish of soul felt by the mother of the 
child that apparently is irrecoverable, having no “ears 
to hear,” cannot be described; and who can endure 
the future scenes, “to witness the plagues poured out 
upon their children, and realize it is because they have 
neglected their duty to them.” Delay not to hearken 
to the admonitions of the Lord, even “while there is 
hope.” 

O bring the children, the little child, even the infants 
to Jesus by “strong and living faith,” - even like one of 
old, when he “cried out, saying, I beseech thee, look 
upon my son; for he is mine only child.”

—Taken from The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, June 23, 1853
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