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Greetings, Friends!

We hope this finds you enjoying the beginnings of Autumn, and rejoicing in the promises of God. Truly, as we 
see the turbulence in this world we can be thankful for God’s faithfulness and His trust-worthy promises.

Have you ever found yourself in the middle of a situation and wondered, “Why?” “How did I get here?” I am sure 
these are questions many of the Bible heroes asked themselves. Think of Joseph on the way to Egypt. Consider 
Daniel and his companions as they walked the long road to Babylon. Did David have a moment of trepidation 
before meeting Goliath? Did Mary have questions as she tried to explain the miracle of Jesus to Joseph? The Bible 
says, “Now all these things happened unto them for examples: and they are written for our admonition, upon 
whom the ends of the world are come” (1 Corinthians 10:11). All these challenging situations were recorded for 
our benefit, for our learning, for our encouragement. 

In this issue of Hope for you, we focus on several different Bible heroes. Daniel—a man of integrity and 
commitment. Abraham—a man who ordered his household after God’s way. Mary—a devoted servant of God 
who willingly accepted God’s plan for her life. Paul—a determined persecutor turned eloquent apostle. These 
faithful men and women, like us, faced difficulties and hardships. As we study their lives, may we be encouraged 
to see God’s faithfulness and never-failing promises to guide us in all our ways. As we look at the circumstances 
that are affecting us in the moment, may these stories of faith give us confidence that He “which hath begun a 
good work in” us “will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).

Blessings,   

The Hope International Team

Hope for you is a monthly publication of Hope International. We are a non-profit ministry, seeking to share the love of 
God through active ministry in our community and beyond. 

We believe that God has a plan and purpose for His people in these tumultuous times, and we seek to spread an 
encouraging word to uplift Christ and His truth. We have an extensive health ministry, and believe that God’s will is for all 
His children to “Prosper and be in health,” (3 John 2) even as our souls prosper in following His will and guidance.
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Daniel: A Man of Prayer
by Ellen G. White

Words of Inspiration

When Darius took possession of the throne of 
Babylon, he at once proceeded to reorganize the 
government. He “set over the kingdom an hundred 
and twenty princes ...; and over these three presidents; 
of whom Daniel was first” (Daniel 6:1, 2). And “Daniel 
was preferred above the presidents and princes, 
because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king 
thought to set him over the whole realm” (verse 3). The 
honors bestowed upon Daniel excited the jealousy of 
the leading men of the kingdom. The presidents and 
princes sought to find occasion for complaint against 
him. “But they could find none occasion nor fault; 
forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any 
error or fault found in him” (verse 4). 

What a lesson is here presented for all Christians. 
The keen eyes of jealousy were fixed upon Daniel day 
after day; their watchings were sharpened by hatred; 
yet not a word or act of his life could they make appear 
wrong. And still he made no claim to sanctification, 
but he did that which was infinitely better—he lived a 
life of faithfulness and consecration. 

The more blameless the conduct of Daniel, the 
greater was the hatred excited against him by his 
enemies. They were filled with madness, because 
they could find nothing in his moral character or 
in the discharge of his duties upon which to base a 
complaint against him. “Then said these men, We 
shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except 
we find it against him concerning the law of his God” 
(verse 5). Three times a day Daniel prayed to the God 
of heaven. This was the only accusation that could be 
brought against him. 

A scheme was now devised to accomplish his 
destruction. His enemies assembled at the palace and 
besought the king to pass a decree that no person in 
the whole realm should ask anything of either God or 
man, except of Darius the king, for the space of thirty 
days, and that any violation of this edict should be 

punished by casting the offender into the den of lions. 
The king knew nothing of the hatred of these men 
toward Daniel, and did not suspect that the decree 
would in any way injure him. Through flattery they 
made the monarch believe it would be greatly to his 
honor to pass such an edict. With a smile of satanic 
triumph upon their faces, they come forth from the 
presence of the king, and rejoice together over the 
snare which they have laid for the servant of God. 

An Example of Boldness and Fidelity

The decree goes forth from the king. Daniel is 
acquainted with the purpose of his enemies to ruin 
him. But he does not change his course in a single 
particular. With calmness he performs his accustomed 
duties, and at the hour of prayer he goes to his chamber, 
and with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he 
offers his petitions to the God of heaven. By his course 
of action he fearlessly declares that no earthly power 
has the right to come between him and his God and 
tell him to whom he should or should not pray. Noble 
man of principle! he stands before the world today 
a praiseworthy example of Christian boldness and 
fidelity. He turns to God with all his heart, although he 
knows that death is the penalty for his devotion. 

His adversaries watch him an entire day. Three 
times he has repaired to his chamber, and three times 
the voice of earnest intercession has been heard. The 
next morning the complaint is made to the king 
that Daniel, one of the captives of Judah, has set at 
defiance his decree. When the monarch heard these 
words, his eyes were at once opened to see the snare 
that had been set. He was sorely displeased with 
himself for having passed such a decree, and labored 
till the going down of the sun to devise a plan by 
which Daniel might be delivered. But the prophet’s 
enemies had anticipated this, and they came before 
the king with these words: “Know, O king, that the 
law of the Medes and Persians is, That no decree nor 
statute which the king establisheth may be changed. 
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“Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, 
and cast him into the den of lions. Now the king spake and 
said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, 
he will deliver thee” (verses 15, 16). A stone was laid upon 
the mouth of the den, and sealed with the royal seal. “Then 
the king went to his palace, and passed the night fasting: 
neither were instruments of musick brought before him: 
and his sleep went from him” (verse 18). 

“My God Hath Sent His Angel”

Early in the morning the monarch hastened to the den of 
lions, and cried, “Daniel, Oh Daniel, servant of the living 
God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to 
deliver thee from the lions? (verse 20). The voice of the 
prophet was heard in reply, “Oh king, live for ever. My God 
hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths, that 
they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency 
was found in me; and also before thee, Oh king, have I done 
no hurt. 

“Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and 
commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. 
So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of 
hurt was found upon him, because he believed in his God” 
(verses 22, 23). Thus was the servant of God delivered. And 
the snare which his enemies had laid for his destruction 
proved to be their own ruin. At the command of the king 
they were cast into the den, and instantly devoured by the 
wild beasts. 

Daniel’s Prayers

As the time approached for the close of the seventy years’ 
captivity, Daniel’s mind became greatly exercised upon the 
prophecies of Jeremiah. He saw that the time was at hand 
when God would give His chosen people another trial; 
and with fasting, humiliation, and prayer, he importuned 
the God of heaven in behalf of Israel, in these words: “Oh 
Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant 
and mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep 
his commandments; we have sinned, and have committed 
iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even 
by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments; 
neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, 
which spake in thy name to our kings, our princes, and our 
fathers, and to all the people of the land” (Daniel 9:4-6). 

Daniel does not proclaim his own fidelity before the 
Lord. Instead of claiming to be pure and holy, this honored 

prophet humbly identifies himself with the really sinful of 
Israel. The wisdom which God had imparted to him was as 
far superior to the wisdom of the great men of the world 
as the light of the sun shining in the heavens at noonday is 
brighter than the feeblest star. Yet ponder the prayer from 
the lips of this man so highly favored of Heaven. With deep 
humiliation, with tears and rending of heart, he pleads for 
himself and for his people. He lays his soul open before 
God, confessing his own unworthiness and acknowledging 
the Lord’s greatness and majesty. 

Earnestness and Fervor

What earnestness and fervor characterize his 
supplications! The hand of faith is reached upward to grasp 
the never-failing promises of the Most High. His soul is 
wrestling in agony. And he has the evidence that his prayer 
is heard. He knows that victory is his. If we as a people 
would pray as Daniel prayed, and wrestle as he wrestled, 
humbling our souls before God, we should realize as 
marked answers to our petitions as were granted to Daniel. 
Hear how he presses his case at the court of heaven: 

“Oh my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, 
and behold our desolations, and the city which is called by 
thy name; for we do not present our supplications before 
thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies. Oh 
Lord, hear; Oh Lord, forgive; Oh Lord, hearken and do; 
defer not; for thine own sake, Oh my God: for thy city and 
thy people are called by thy name” (verses 18, 19). 

The man of God was praying for the blessing of Heaven 
upon his people and for a clearer knowledge of the divine 
will. The burden of his heart was for Israel, who were 
not, in the strictest sense, keeping the law of God. He 
acknowledges that all their misfortunes have come upon 
them in consequence of their transgressions of that holy 
law. He says, “We have sinned, we have done wickedly.... 
Because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, 
Jerusalem and thy people are become a reproach to all 
that are about us” (verses 15, 16). The Jews had lost their 
peculiar, holy character as God’s chosen people. “Now 
therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and 
his supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy 
sanctuary that is desolate” (verse 17). Daniel’s heart turns 
with intense longing to the desolate sanctuary of God. He 
knows that its prosperity can be restored only as Israel shall 
repent of their transgressions of God’s law, and become 
humble, faithful, and obedient. 
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The Heavenly Messenger

As Daniel’s prayer is going forth, the angel Gabriel comes 
sweeping down from the heavenly courts to tell him that his 
petitions are heard and answered. This mighty angel has been 
commissioned to give him skill and understanding—to open 
before him the mysteries of future ages. Thus, while earnestly 
seeking to know and understand the truth, Daniel was 
brought into communion with Heaven’s delegated messenger. 

In answer to his petition, Daniel received not only the light 
and truth which he and his people most needed, but a view of 
the great events of the future, even to the advent of the world’s 
Redeemer. Those who claim to be sanctified, while they have 
no desire to search the Scriptures or to wrestle with God in 
prayer for a clearer understanding of Bible truth, know not 
what true sanctification is. 

Daniel talked with God. Heaven was opened before him. But 
the high honors granted him were the result of humiliation 
and earnest seeking. All who believe with the heart the 
word of God will hunger and thirst for a knowledge of His 
will. God is the author of truth. He enlightens the darkened 
understanding and gives to the human mind power to grasp 
and comprehend the truths which He has revealed. 

Seeking Wisdom From God

Upon the occasion just described, the angel Gabriel 
imparted to Daniel all the instruction which he was then 
able to receive. A few years afterward, however, the prophet 
desired to learn more of subjects not yet fully explained, 
and again set himself to seek light and wisdom from God. 
“In those days I Daniel was mourning three full weeks. I ate 
no pleasant bread, neither came flesh nor wine in my mouth, 
neither did I anoint myself at all.... Then I lifted up mine eyes, 
and looked, and behold a certain man clothed in linen, whose 
loins were girded with fine gold of Uphaz. His body also was 
like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, 
and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in 
colour to polished brass, and the voice of his words like the 
voice of a multitude” (Daniel 10:2-6). 

This description is similar to that given by John when 
Christ was revealed to him upon the Isle of Patmos. No less a 
personage than the Son of God appeared to Daniel. Our Lord 
comes with another heavenly messenger to teach Daniel what 
would take place in the latter days. 

The great truths revealed by the world’s Redeemer are for 
those who search for truth as for hid treasures. Daniel was 
an aged man. His life had been passed amid the fascinations 
of a heathen court, his mind cumbered with the affairs of a 
great empire. Yet he turns aside from all these to afflict his 
soul before God, and seek a knowledge of the purposes of 
the Most High. And in response to his supplications, light 
from the heavenly courts was communicated for those who 
should live in the latter days. With what earnestness, then, 
should we seek God, that He may open our understanding to 
comprehend the truths brought to us from heaven. 

“I Daniel alone saw the vision: for the men that were with 
me saw not the vision; but a great quaking fell upon them, 
so that they fled to hide themselves.... And there remained 
no strength in me: for my comeliness was turned in me into 
corruption, and I retained no strength” (verses 7, 8). All 
who are truly sanctified will have a similar experience. The 
clearer their views of the greatness, glory, and perfection of 
Christ, the more vividly will they see their own weakness 
and imperfection. They will have no disposition to claim a 
sinless character; that which has appeared right and comely 
in themselves will, in contrast with Christ’s purity and glory, 
appear only as unworthy and corruptible. It is when men are 
separated from God, when they have very indistinct views of 
Christ, that they say, “I am sinless; I am sanctified.” 

Gabriel now appeared to the prophet, and thus addressed 
him: “Oh Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand the 
words that I speak unto thee, and stand upright: for unto thee 
am I now sent. And when he had spoken this word unto me, 
I stood trembling. Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for 
from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, 
and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, 
and I am come for thy words” (verses 11, 12).

Royal Honor to Daniel

What great honor is shown to Daniel by the Majesty of 
heaven! He comforts His trembling servant and assures him 
that his prayer has been heard in heaven. In answer to that 
fervent petition the angel Gabriel was sent to affect the heart 
of the Persian king. The monarch had resisted the impressions 
of the Spirit of God during the three weeks while Daniel 
was fasting and praying, but heaven’s Prince, the Archangel, 
Michael, was sent to turn the heart of the stubborn king to 
take some decided action to answer the prayer of Daniel. 

“And when he had spoken such words unto me, I set my 
face toward the ground, and I became dumb. And, behold, 
one like the similitude of the sons of men touched my lips.... 
And said, O man greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, 
be strong, yea, be strong. And when he had spoken unto me, I 
was strengthened, and said, Let my Lord speak; for thou hast 
strengthened me” (verses 15-19). So great was the divine glory 
revealed to Daniel that he could not endure the sight. Then 
the messenger of heaven veiled the brightness of his presence 
and appeared to the prophet as “one like the similitude of the 
sons of men” (verse 16). By his divine power he strengthened 
this man of integrity and of faith, to hear the message sent to 
him from God. 

Daniel was a devoted servant of the Most High. His long 
life was filled up with noble deeds of service for his Master. 
His purity of character and unwavering fidelity are equaled 
only by his humility of heart and his contrition before God. 
We repeat, The life of Daniel is an inspired illustration of true 
sanctification. 

—Taken from The Sanctified Life, chapters 5-6
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Words of Health

The Digestive System, part 1

by Vernon Sparks, MD

The human body sometimes is described as a 
chemical engine that selects its own fuel. This generally is 
true. We are able to walk and talk and perform other tasks 
because of the energy we get from food. And, within the 
limits of the menu or the supermarket, we usually can 
choose from a wide variety of fuels for our bodies.

One time we may select popcorn and an apple and 
the next time potatoes and broccoli. Yet each seems to 
go into the chemical engine with equal ease. And if the 
energy output from one type of fuel is not as good as it 
might have been, changes can be made at future meals. 
Eventually, of course, the engine will break down if we 
use less than the best fuel too many times. 

The right fuel must have a certain combination of 
chemicals because energy alone is not enough to keep 
the human machine in good condition. The human 
body also builds and repairs itself and maintains a lot of 
automatic chemical and electric control systems. 

What kind of fuels should be used 
in this chemical engine? Actually, the 
human body can manufacture its own 
fuels if we provide the raw materials—
carbohydrates, fats, proteins, minerals, 
vitamins, water, and roughage. All are 
important. They can be obtained from 
the basic whole food groups: fruits, 
grains, nuts, and vegetables. 

How does the body get energy or 
building materials from food, whether 
it is lemon pie or a tomato sandwich? 
We know we chew our food and 
swallow it. But how does this help us 
to swing a garden hoe? 

To get the answer, we should 
think of the digestive system as a sort 
of chemical refinery. It consists of a 
long, continuous tube that begins at 
the lips. Along the route are stations 
where chemicals are added or 
removed, or both. The main job of 

the refinery is to break down the food, or raw materials, 
into the smallest units that can be carried by the blood or 
lymph vessels. The unit may be a simple sugar molecule 
or a bigger, more complex molecule of an amino acid, 
one of the building blocks of proteins. 

Carbohydrates come chiefly from grains, fruits, 
and vegetables. About two thirds of the calories or 
energy needed by the body each day are provided by 
carbohydrates in the form or sugars and starches. A 
calorie is approximately the amount of energy needed to 
raise the temperature of a quart of water by one degree 
centigrade. Any excess calories probably will be stored 
somewhere, perhaps around the midriff, for the human 
body tries not to waste fuel. 

With the exception of plant oil sources, most of the 
fats in the diets of many people come from meats and 
other animal products. Fats are a concentrated form of 
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calories. An ounce of fat yields more than twice as many 
calories as an ounce of carbohydrate. 

Proteins also can be converted to fuel by the digestive 
system. They are provided by both plant and animal food 
sources and are not stored in the body. They must be supplied 
in regular daily meals. Proteins are especially important to 
the body while it is growing, and they still are needed to 
repair worn tissues after growth has been completed. 

There are thousands of different proteins, each built 
from a number of amino acid building blocks. There 
are nearly as many amino acids as there are letters 
of the alphabet. And as words are made of different 
combinations of letters, proteins are formed of different 
combinations of amino acids. The combination of amino 
acids also determines the quality of a protein. Proteins 
that contain all the essential amino acids are called 
“complete” proteins. 

Vitamins are regulating chemicals needed for growth 
and for control of body activities. We recognize vitamins 
by the letters assigned to them, but they also have 
chemical names. For example, vitamin C is the same as 
ascorbic acid, a chemical commonly used in preserving 
fruit. Some vitamins are referred to as fat soluble, others 
as water soluble. The fat soluble vitamins actually are 
chemicals that are converted into vitamins after they 
get into the human body. An example is the chemical 
that becomes vitamin D, in the body’s skin, when it is 
activated by sunlight. 

Vitamin D, in turn, is one of several vitamins that are 
needed by the body to absorb and use calcium, one of the 
mineral “additives” required by the body. Calcium and 
phosphorus are needed for muscles, nerves, and blood, as 
well as for building teeth and bones. Iron and copper are 
needed to form red blood cells. 

Want to Learn More? This article is an excerpt of the book, The Creator’s Masterpiece.  

We would be happy to send you a free copy!

“man is God’s workmanship, his masterpiece, created for a high and holy purpose.” – sons and daughters of  God, 313

dr. sparks has created a easy-to-read concise description of  human anatomy and physiology that is useful for the entire family. 
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1-800-468-7884   www.hopeforhealthusa.com
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Patiently Wait

11

Do you sometimes seem quite weary

Of the trials of the way?

Do you sometimes look with longing

For the coming of that day

When the Saviour comes in glory

For His children?’

Do you sometimes wish the pathway

Which you tread with aching feet,

Over stones, ‘mong thorns and thistles,

Led through flowers whose perfume sweet

You might have to cheer you onward

As you journey?

Do the friends in whom you trusted,

Spurn you now, and persecute?

Have the ones you love most dearly

Silent grown? And now are mute

Lips that once were ever ready

With their kindness?

Hush, dear soul, thy sad repining;

‘Tis the way that Jesus leads;

He knows all thy weary longing;

And His heart with pity bleeds

That thou canst not see the blessings

He is giving.

Jesus left a home in glory,

Came unto His own in love;

They refused His gracious offer,

Spurned the Saviour from above—

And the servant is not greater

Than his Master.

Canst thou not, then, see the blessing

He is giving to thee now?

He knows how to fitly fashion;

To the process meekly bow,

And He’ll make of thee a vessel  

Unto honor.

Praise the Lord that trials drive thee

Closer to the Saviour’s side;

Friends and loved ones all may leave thee,

But the Blessed Crucified

Says that He will “never leave thee 

Nor forsake thee.”

—Asa Smith 

Originally Published in Field Tidings,  
March 1917



Words of Wisdom

by W. A. Westworth

The New Birth
“How can these things be?” was the question 

which Nicodemus of old put to the Lord, when, on 
that memorable night in the stillness of which he 
had sought out the Master, he had received in answer 
to his implied question the reply from the divine 
Teacher, “Except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.” 

His mind, beclouded with the superficial tenets of 
the Pharisees, unable to grasp the inner meaning of 
the deep spiritual lesson the Master would teach him, 
could see no sense in the statement that had been 
made to him. “How can a man be born when he is 
old?” he queried. To his legal, matter-of-fact mind, the 

proposition laid down by this Person, who he had just 
asserted gave full evidence by His mighty works that 
He was from God, was without the first rudiments of 
scholastic reason. 

And this question, so puzzling to this ancient seeker 
for light, has been sent down through the ages, echoed 
and reiterated from generation to generation, till, in the 
minds of very many, the subject of the “new birth” is 
shrouded in clouds and darkness, and wraps a mystic 
gloom about him who would attain to the glories of the 
higher life. Seemingly, this necessity, positively stated 
to be the work of the Holy Spirit, is an experience 
so under the control of, and operated so exclusively 
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by, the Spirit, that only those who are selected for 
this operation can partake of its blessings, and hence 
men must wait till some psychic moment, when they 
will be the unconscious recipients of this marvelous 
transaction. But how can this be? How? How? 

“The Lord God will do nothing, but He revealeth 
His secret unto His servants the prophets,” is a promise 
just as true regarding this all-important issue, as about 
anything else in all God’s dealings with the children of 
His love; hence, we can hope with confidence that there 
is a solution revealed, which will enable us to realize at 
least sufficiently that each one can be a partaker of this 
glorious entrance into the heavenly nature.

A study of the Christ-life furnishes us with a clue, 
which, if followed, will lead to a vantage-view, and, 
perchance, open the way to a realization of where each 
stands in relation to this all-important step toward life 
eternal. In the first chapter of Luke, from the twenty-sixth 
verse onward, we have the account of the announcement 
made by the angel Gabriel to the virgin Mary. 

“Fear not, Mary,” said he, “for thou hast found 
favor with God”—a salutation which could not but 
bring joy to any woman in Israel! Had they not all, 
from the time of the first promise of the Messiah, 
hoped for this very experience? But now, when God’s 
time had come, the manner of His working was not in 
harmony with their desires. 

“Thou shalt conceive, . . . and bring forth a Son, 
and shalt call His name Jesus,” was a statement which 
included the greatest delight that any mother in Israel 
could dream of; and yet to Mary, the virgin, it was 
how? How? How?

“How shall this be?” she asked. Not yet married, 
how could she be thus the recipient of the favor of 
God, and become a mother—the mother of the 
long-looked-for Messiah? But to Him who rules all 
things, the answer was easy: “The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall 
overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which 
shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” 



Here was the explanation. God will do it. The 
“how” is His part to perform. 

And yet, is this all? Far from it. And Mary said, 
“Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me 
according to thy word.” With this promise of the 
motherhood of the Saviour of the world, came a 
test such as but few have ever been brought to face. 
A moment’s consideration will suffice. 

Should she submit to this plan of God, would 
the world understand? What would the Jews 
think? What would Joseph, to whom she was 
betrothed, think and say? How would she stand 
in the community? Would she, could she, still 
retain her good reputation, or must she needs be 
classed with the low, the unvirtuous? And this fear 
of what must inevitably come, could not but have 
played a striking part in Mary’s reception of the 
place allotted to her in God’s plan. This foreseen 
product of the prejudiced minds of the Jews must 
have been a sore temptation to reject this dream, 
this vision, this uncertainty. 

Was the promise worth the sacrifice? Was the 
shame, the contempt, the lifelong reproach, the long 
years of a misunderstood life,—misunderstood 
by those, perhaps nearest and dearest to her—to 
be counted naught in consideration of the inner 
knowledge of communion with God ? Would the 
sacrifice pay? Could she give up that which is of 
most value to the true child of God—the reputation 
of her priceless virtue—and through her long life 
carry with her the disgrace heaped upon her by all 
the activities of the great enemy of the Son of God? 
Would it pay? Would it really pay? 

“Behold the handmaid of the Lord,” she said. 
Here I am, my Lord; I have thought of the cost; I 
have weighed earth’s scoffs with eternal joys; “be 
it unto me according to Thy word.” Submission to 
the announcement, man’s part; but at what a cost! 
Entire surrender! Entire submission! 

As time went on, in God’s own way the Child 
was born. The world wondered, scoffed, reviled. 
But Mary, what of her? Did she appreciate it 
all? Had she even that inner joy of complete 
recognition of the fact, that buoyed her up through 
the trial and ever gave her that peace which might 
be expected in such a one as she—the blessed of 
the Lord?

Ah no! When twelve long years had passed, 
years of waiting and watchfulness; years of doubts 
and darkness; wondering whither the Master was 
leading; years of a silent reception of the rebuffs 
of evil minds whose own grossness could not but 
impute sin to this meek, quiet, struggling child of 
heaven—when even twelve such years had passed, 
Mary knew not what this miraculously born child 
meant; and when, on the occasion of His being 
found in the temple disputing with the lawyers 
and doctors, He had told her in most significant 
language, “Wist ye not that I must be about My 
Father’s business?” she “understood not,” but she 
“kept these sayings in her heart.” Strange, forsooth, 
that she could not understand. If she could not, 
then, pray, who could? But God’s time was not yet. 
As with others, Mary had still a lesson to learn. 

Nearly a score of years later, we see Him at 
Cana; the wine is gone, the feast lags. What shall 
be done? It is too late now to make the needed 
preparations. As His way is, when the need appears, 
He speaks. “Fill the water-pots with water,” He bids 
the servants. Why should they obey Him? What 
right has He to interfere thus? Would He disgrace 
this feast, this house, by having them serve merely 
water? But listen now to Mary, “Whatsoever He 
saith unto you, do it.” Ah, now she knows! No 
doubt in Mary’s heart now; a change has been 
wrought; she has at last recognized the fact. Now 
she can risk everything on her knowledge of what 
God has actually done for her. “Whatsoever,”—
here no limit, no doubt; when He speaks—act. 
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“Being confident of this very thing, 

that He which hath begun a good 

work in you will perform it until the 

day of Jesus Christ.”
—Philippians 1:6

Note, then, the four steps in this, the mystery 
of the ages. 

First, the announcement of the fact—
God’s part. 

Second, submission to the 
announcement—man’s part. 

Third, the fact itself—God’s part again. 

Fourth, the recognition of the fact—
man’s part again. 

Thus the new birth opens before us. God has 
promised not to Mary alone; for this is the Light 
that “lighteth every man,” and the “grace of God 
hath appeared to all men.” A glorious thought, 
within each one there can be born that element 
of the heavenly which make us each “partakers 
of the divine nature”; there can come into our 
experience that new life which will be fit and fitted 
for the eternal world. 

And would we inherit eternal life?—Then we 
must experience this new birth. “Ye must be born 
again.” 

How?—God has promised us a new life— 
Christ in us. The first step in the operation is 
His part: the next is ours, submission to the 
announcement; a consideration of what the 
accepting of His announcement means to us as 
individuals; the entire forsaking of earth’s most 
cherished idols; the complete abnegation of self; 
surrender, sacrifice, utter loss of all that is near and 
dear to us. Is it not worth it? 

Then comes the third step—the fact itself. It is 
God’s part. And though we do not understand, if 
we take our steps as He opens the way and does 
His part, His Word is given, all Heaven is pledged, 
that the fact will be. As soon man does his part, 
the work of God ensues.
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Words from God

Growth in Grace

16

1. How does the apostle Peter close his second 
epistle?
“But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 3:18.

2. How may grace and peace be multiplied in 
believers?
“Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the 
knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord.” 2 Peter 1:2.

3. What is implied in a knowledge of God 
and Jesus Christ?
“And this is life eternal, that they might know Thee 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast 
sent.” John 17:3.

4. By what may we be partakers of the divine 
nature?
“Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and 
precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers 
of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption 
that is in the world through lust.” 2 Peter 1:4.

5. What graces are we to add in our character 
building?
“Add to your faith virtue [courage]; and to virtue 
knowledge; and to knowledge temperance [self-

control]; and to temperance patience; and to 
patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly 
kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.”  
2 Peter 1:5-7.

NOTES:-Faith is the first round in the Christian 
ladder, the first step Godward. “He that cometh 
to God must believe.” Hebrews 11:6.

But  an  inoperative  faith  is  useless.  “Faith 
without  works  is  dead.”  James  2:20.  To  be 
of  value,  there  must  be  coupled  with  faith 
that  virtue,  or  courage of conviction,  which 
impels to action.

To  courage  there  needs  to  be  added 
knowledge; otherwise, like the stumbling Jews, 
one  may  have  a  zeal,  “but  not according to 
knowledge.”  Romans  10:2.  Fanaticism  is  the 
result  of  such  courage,  or  zeal.  Knowledge, 
therefore,  is  essential  to  healthy  Christian 
growth.

To  knowledge  there  needs  to  be  added 
temperance,  or  self-control, self-government. 
See Acts 24:25, American Standard Version, and 
margin of Revised Version. To know to do good, 
and not do it,  is as useless as is faith without 



works. See James 4:17. Instead of temperance, 
the  Twentieth  Century  New  Testament 
invariably says self-control.

Patience  naturally  follows  temperance. It  is 
well-nigh impossible for an intemperate person 
to be patient.

Having  gained  control  of  oneself,  and 
become  patient,  one  is  in  a  condition  to 
manifest godliness, or God-likeness.

Having  become  godly,  kindness toward the 
brethren,  or  brotherly kindness,  naturally 
follows.

Charity, or love for all, even our enemies, is the 
crowning  grace,  the  highest  step,  the  eighth 
round, in the Christian ladder.

The arrangement in this enumeration of graces 
is  by no means accidental  or  haphazard,  but 
logical  and  sequential,  each  following  the 
other in natural, necessary order. The finger of 
Inspiration is seen here.

6. What is said of charity in the Scriptures?

“Charity suffereth long, and is kind; . . . thinketh no 
evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth, 
beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things.” 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. 

“And above all things have fervent charity among 
yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of 
sins.” 1 Peter 4:8. 

“Love covereth all sins.” Proverbs 10:12.

7. What is charity called?
“And above all these things put on charity, which 
is the bond of perfectness.” Colossians 3:14.

8. What is the result of cultivating these eight 
graces?
“For if these things be in you, and abound, they make 
you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 1:8.

9. What is the condition of one who lacks 
these graces?
“But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot 
see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from 
his old sins.” 2 Peter 1:9.

10. What is promised those who add grace to 
grace?
“If ye do these things, ye shall never fall.” 2 Peter 1:10.
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Charity suffereth long, and is kind;... 
rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth, 
beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.

—1 Corinthians 13



Words of Testimony

Editor’s Note: This article, originally published in The Present 
Truth magazine in 1906, shares the importance of courtesy. In 
today’s hurried world, choosing to be kind—to show that extra 
grace of courtesy—can be the balm that helps a wounded soul to 
heal. As we travel the journey of life, may we remember to show 
kindness and courtesy!

I especially commend Christian courtesy to those 
who have subordinates. Almost every person has 
someone under him. 

How do you treat that clerk, that assistant, that 
employee? Do you accost him in brusque terms, 
and roughly command him to do that which you 
might kindly ask him to do? 

The last words that the Duke of Wellington 
uttered were, “If you please,” That conqueror, in 
what was in some respects the greatest battle ever 
fought, in his last hours, asked by his servant if he 
would take some tea, replied, “If you please”; his 
last words were an expression of courtesy. Beautiful 
characteristic from any person! 

The workers in Sweden, passing one another, take 
off their hats in courtesy. There is no excuse for 
boorishness in any circle. 

Christian Courtesy
by T. D. Talmage
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As complete a gentleman as ever lived was the man 
who was unhorsed on the road to Damascus, and 
beheaded on the road to Ostia—Paul the Apostle. 

I know that he might be characterized as courteous 
by the way be apologized to Ananias, the high priest. 
I know it from the way he complimented Felix as 
a judge, and from the way he greets the king: “I 
thank myself, King Agrippa, because I shall answer 
for myself this day before thee touching all the 
things whereof I am accused of the Jews: especially 
because I know thee to be expert in all customs and 
questions which are among the Jews.” 

I know that Paul was a gentleman from the way he 
opened his sermon on Mars Hill, not insulting his 
audience, but saying, “Ye men of Athens, I perceive 
that in all things ye are very devout.” 

I know he was a gentleman from the fact that 
when he, with others of a shipwreck, on the island 
of Melita visited the governor of the island, he was 
most impressed with the courtesy shown them, 
and reported that visit in these words: “In the same 
quarters were possessions of the chief man of the 
island whose name was Publius; who received us, 
and lodged us three days courteously.” 

And then see those words of advice which he gives:

“Bear ye one another’s burdens.” 

“In honour preferring one another.” 

“Honour all men.” 

What a mighty means of usefulness is courtesy! 
The lack of it bring to many a dead failure, while 
before those who possess it in large quantity all the 
doors of opportunity are open. 

You can tell that courtesy does not come from 
the study of books of etiquette, although such 
books have their use, but from a mind full of 
thoughtfulness for others.  A courteous person has 
a heart in sympathy with the conditions of others—
if those conditions be prosperous, a gladness for 
the success; or if the conditions be depressing, a 
sorrow for the unfavorable circumstances. 

Ah! this world needs lighting up. To those of us 
who are prosperous, it is no credit that we are in a 
state of good cheer; but in the lives of ninety-nine 
out of a hundred there is a pathetic side, a taking 
off, a deficit, an anxiety, a trouble. 

By a genial look, by a kind word, by a helpful 
action, we may lift a little of the burden, and partly 
clear the way for the stumbling foot. Oh, what a 
glorious art it is to say the right word in the right 
way at the right time!
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“A word fitly spoken is like apples of 

gold in pictures of silver.”
—Proverbs 25:11



Words for Parents

A Christian Household
In too many households prayer is neglected. 

Parents feel that they have no time for morning and 
evening worship. They cannot spare a few moments 
to be spent in thanksgiving to God for His abundant 
mercies—for the blessed sunshine and the showers 
of rain, which cause vegetation to flourish, and for 
the guardianship of holy angels. They have no time to 
offer prayer for divine help and guidance and for the 
abiding presence of Jesus in the household. They go 
forth to labor as the ox or the horse goes, without one 
thought of God or heaven. They have souls so precious 
that rather than permit them to be hopelessly lost, 
the Son of God gave His life to ransom them; but they 
have little more appreciation of His great goodness 
than have the beasts that perish. 

Like the patriarchs of old, those who profess to love 
God should erect an altar to the Lord wherever they 
pitch their tent. If ever there was a time when every 
house should be a house of prayer, it is now. Fathers 
and mothers should often lift up their hearts to God 
in humble supplication for themselves and their 
children. Let the father, as priest of the household, 
lay upon the altar of God the morning and evening 
sacrifice, while the wife and children unite in prayer 
and praise. In such a household Jesus will love to tarry. 

From every Christian home a holy light should 
shine forth. Love should be revealed in action. It 
should flow out in all home intercourse, showing 
itself in thoughtful kindness, in gentle, unselfish 

by E. G. White
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courtesy. There are homes where this principle is 
carried out—homes where God is worshiped and 
truest love reigns. From these homes morning and 
evening prayer ascends to God as sweet incense, 
and His mercies and blessings descend upon the 
suppliants like the morning dew. 

A well-ordered Christian household is a powerful 
argument in favor of the reality of the Christian 
religion—an argument that the infidel cannot 
gainsay. All can see that there is an influence at 
work in the family that affects the children, and 

that the God of Abraham is with them. If the homes 
of professed Christians had a right religious mold, 
they would exert a mighty influence for good. They 
would indeed be the “light of the world.” The God 
of heaven speaks to every faithful parent in the 
words addressed to Abraham: “I know him, that 
he will command his children and his household 
after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, 
to do justice and judgment; that the Lord may 
bring upon Abraham that which He hath spoken 
of him.”

—Patriarchs & Prophets, pages 143-144

—Jeremiah 32:27

In the children of today Jesus sees the men and women of 

tomorrow who should be subjects of His kingdom.  

He, the Majesty of heaven, is willing to help the mothers implant 

the seeds of truth within the hearts of little children which in after 

years will spring up and bear fruit unto eternal life. 
—D. K. Wilson
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“No,” said the lawyer, “I shall not press your 
claim against that man; you can get someone else 
to take the case, or you can withdraw it, just as 
you please.”

“Think there isn’t any money in it?”

“There would probably be a little money in it, 
but it would come, as you know, from the sale 
of the little house the man occupies and calls his 
‘home.’ I don’t want to meddle with the matter.’’

“Got frightened out of it, eh?’’

‘‘Not at all.”

“I reckon the old fellow begged to get off?”

‘‘Well, yes; he did.’’

“And you gave in, I suppose?’’ 

“Well, yes.”

“What did you do?”

“I believe I shed a few tears.”

“The old fellow begged you hard, you say?” 

“No, he didn’t speak to me.”

“Well, may I ask whom he did address?”

“His Father in heaven.”

“He took to praying, did he?”

“Yes; not for my benefit, however. After finding 
the little house, I knocked on the outer door, which 
stood ajar, but no one heard me, so I stepped into 

Words for the Young at Heart

The Mortgage and the Prayer

22



the little hall, and looked through the crevice of 
the door into the sitting room. There, upon the 
bed, with her silver head high on the pillows, 
was an old lady who looked just as my mother 
did when I last saw her. I was going to knock 
again, when she said, “Come, father, begin; I 
am ready now.” So down on his knees went the 
silver-haired man; and I couldn’t have knocked 
then for the life of me.

“Well, he began; first, he reminded God that 
they were still His submissive children, mother 
and he, and no matter what He saw fit to bring 
upon them, they would not rebel against His 
will. Of course, it was going to be hard for them 
to go out homeless in their old age, especially 
with poor mother so sick and helpless; but still 
they had seen sadder things than that. But oh, 
how different it might now be had even one of 
their boys been spared to them! Then his voice 
somewhat broke, and a thin white hand stole 
from under the coverlet, and moved softly over 
his snow-white head. Then he went on to repeat 
that nothing could be so sad again as the parting 
with their three sons, unless mother and he 
should be separated. 

“But at last he fell to comforting himself 
with the fact that the gracious Lord knew that 
it was no fault of his own that mother and he 
were threatened with the loss of their little 
home, which to them meant beggary and the 
almshouse—a place they prayed the Lord to 
deliver them from entering, if consistent with 
His will. Then he quoted a number of promises 
concerning the safety of them that put their 
trust in the Lord. Yes, I should say he begged 
hard. In fact, it was the most thrilling plea to 
which I have ever listened. And in conclusion, 
he prayed for God’s blessing upon those who 
were about to demand justice.”

Pausing a moment in silence, the lawyer 
continued slowly. 

“And I believe I would rather go to the 
poorhouse myself than stain my heart and hands 
with the blood of such prosecution as that.”

“Little afraid to defeat that prayer, eh?”

“Bless your soul, man, you could not defeat 
that prayer. I tell you, he left it all subject to the 
will of God; yet he did not fail to make known his 
desires, claiming that we had been commanded 
to make our request known to God. But of all 
the pleading I ever heard, that was the most 
impressive. You see, I was taught that kind of 
thing myself in my childhood and why I was 
sent there to hear that prayer, I am sure I don’t 
know, but I hand the case over.”

“I wish you hadn’t told me about the old man’s 
prayer,” said the client, uneasily.

“Why not?” asked the lawyer.

“Well, because I greatly desire the money that 
the little place would bring. But, like you, I also 
was taught the Bible straight enough when I was 
a youngster, and I hate to run counter to what 
you have just related. I wish you hadn’t heard a 
word of it, and another time I wouldn’t listen to 
petitions not intended for my ears.”

The lawyer smilingly said: ‘‘You are wrong 
again, my dear fellow; it was intended for my 
ears, and yours too; and God intended it. I 
remember hearing my aged mother sing about 
God moving in a mysterious way.”

“Well, my mother also used to sing the same,” 
said the client, as he twisted the claim papers in 
his fingers. “You can call there in the morning, 
if you like, and tell ‘mother and him’ the claim 
has been met.’’

“In a mysterious way,’’ added the lawyer, 
smiling.

God has met many claims for those who pray. 
Today, as ever, prayer touches hearts and brings 
about great changes.
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“I can’t afford it,” said John Hale, the rich farmer, 
when asked to give to the cause of missions.

Harry, his wide-awake grandson, was grieved 
and indignant.

“But the poor heathen,” he replied; “is it not 
too bad that they cannot have churches and 
schoolhouses and books?”

“What do you know about the heathen?” 
exclaimed the old man, testily. “Do you wish me 
to give away my hard earned money? I tell you I 
cannot afford it.”

But Harry was well posted in missionary 
intelligence, and day after day puzzled his curly 
head with plans for extracting money for the 
noble cause from his unwilling relative. At last, 
seizing an opportunity when his grandfather was 
in good humor over the election news, he said:—

“Grandfather, if you do not feel able to give 
money to the missionary board, will you give a 
potato?”

“A potato?” asked Mr. Hale, looking up from his 
paper.
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Harry’s Missionary Potato
by Mrs. B. McPherson



“Yes, sir; and land enough to plant it in, 
and what it produces for four years?”

“Oh, yes!” replied the unsuspecting 
grandfather, setting his glasses on his 
calculating nose in a way that showed he was 
glad to escape from the lad’s persecution on 
such cheap terms. 

Harry planted the potato, and it rewarded 
him the first year by producing nine; these, 
the following season, became a peck; the 
next, seven and a half bushels; and when 

the fourth harvest came, lo! the potato had 
increased to seventy bushels. When these 
were sold, the amount earned was put with a 
glad heart into the treasury of the Lord.

Even the aged farmer exclaimed:—

“Why, I did not feel that donation in the 
least! And, Harry, I’ve been thinking that 
if there were a little missionary like you in 
every house, and each one got a potato, or 
something else as productive, there would be 
quite a large sum gathered for the cause.”
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Out in the highways, wherever we go,

Seed we must gather, and seed we must sow;

Even the tiniest seed has a power,

Be it a thistle or be it a flower.

Gathering seed we must scatter as well;

God will watch over the place where it fell.

Only the gain of the harvest is ours;

Shall we plant thistles, or shall we plant flowers?



Words of the Pioneers
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I wish to call attention to a few words from 
the great foreign missionary of the early church, 
the Apostle Paul. These words were spoken in a 
courtroom, where the apostle was a prisoner at the 
time, in the presence of King Agrippa. The speech 
Paul made on that occasion is a wonderful sermon, 
found in the twenty-sixth chapter of Acts. He starts 
out by complimenting the king for the privilege of 
speaking before him. He tells of how he persecuted 
many of the saints, and then in the following verses 
tells of his conversion: 

“At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from 
heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining 
round about me and them which journeyed with 
me. And when we were all fallen to the earth, I 
heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the 
Hebrew tongue, ‘Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
Me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.’ 
And I said, ‘Who art Thou, Lord?’ And He said, ‘I 
am Jesus, whom thou persecutest. But rise and stand 
upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this 
purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness 
both of these things which thou hast seen, and of 
those things in which I will appear unto thee.’” Then 
Paul adds, “Whereupon, O King Agrippa, I was not 
disobedient unto the heavenly vision.” 

It seems to me in that confession of Paul is found 
the keynote of the whole after life of the apostle. 
Paul’s life from that time on to the end was spent 
in endeavoring to faithfully obey the commission 
received from that heavenly vision at midday. We 

hear the aged apostle at the close of his life, as he was 
languishing in a Roman prison, writing to his son 
Timothy, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, and I have kept the faith: henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at 
that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also 
that love His appearing.” 2 Timothy 4: 7, 8. 

To every one who has accepted Christ this same 
commission is given. The experience of Isaiah was 
very similar to that of Paul. In Isaiah 6, beginning 
with the fifth verse, we read: “Then said I, ‘Woe is 
me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean 
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean 
lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of 
hosts.’ Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, 
having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken 
with the tongs from off the altar: and he laid it upon 
my mouth, and said, ‘Lo, this hath touched thy lips; 
and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.’ 
Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, ‘Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us?’ Then said I, 
‘Here am I; send me.’” Isaiah’s answer to the heavenly 
vision was, “Here am I; send me.” 

It is not to the ministers and the Bible workers 
and the church-school teachers alone that God has 
left His work, but He has left to “every man” his work. 
Every individual has been given a commission as a 
messenger of Christ. Just as surely as we hear the 
call, “Come unto Me,” and respond, we receive the 
commission, “Go ye into all the world and preach 

by M. E. Kern

Obedience to the Heavenly Vision
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the gospel.” If you are doing your duty as Christian 
workers, you are faithful to this commission. To 
every one is given a work. We talk and think a great 
deal about those heavenly mansions which Christ 
has gone to prepare for us, but not more surely has 
He gone to prepare a place for you than He has a 
special place down here where you are to work; and 
I think that the question of whether we ever occupy 
that mansion in heaven depends upon whether or 
not we occupy the place here in the earth where we 
are to work. That word service is becoming more 
precious to me—consecration for service. 

Not only has every one as individuals received a 
commission, but I believe the Seventh-day Adventist 
denomination has received a commission. We as a 
people have a special work to do in the world at this 
time, and that is to give this definite message to the 
world in this generation. The duty has been laid upon 
this denomination to give the third angel’s message 
to every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. I meet 
our brethren who are farmers or businessmen, who 
show so much interest in their business or farms 
that they cannot afford to spend time to attend all 
the camp-meeting. They come over one Sabbath, 
and then go home to plow their corn, harvest their 
wheat, dig their potatoes, or something else. The 
burden of that business is resting upon them. They 
feel they must do that to be diligent in business. I 
wonder if the Lord’s business rests down upon us as 
heavily as it ought to. Is it resting upon your heart? 
Do you feel an individual responsibility? Have you 
seen the heavenly vision, and are you obedient to the 
commission that has been given to this people? 

This message is to go to all the world. I have 
been told that the prevailing sentiment used to be, 
when the third angel’s message went to the United 
States, that it would then have gone to every nation, 
kindred, tongue, and people, because all the different 
nationalities are represented here in the United 

States. But God is to gather out a people from every 
land and clime. I remember when we began to do 
foreign missionary work. Twenty years ago this fall, 
in one of the rooms of what was then North Hall, a 
few young men got together and formed a foreign 
mission band, the second, I think, that was ever 
formed. I remember when that testimony came that 
was written several years ago, that the same work 
done in America must be done in China, in India, 
in Africa, and in the islands of the sea. I said, how 
can it ever be? And really I do not profess to know 
now how it can ever be done, for the more I study 
this great foreign mission problem, the tremendous 
work before us, the more I am led to cry out to God 
to baptize His people with power. If the third angel’s 
message is ever given to the world in this generation, 
it will be a great miracle, and will be because this 
miracle-working power is in our own lives. 

I remember very distinctly a little circumstance 
which happened in one of our cities. Elder Daniells 
had given a talk, describing our foreign mission 
work in that optimistic, clear way which he can do. 
After the service, we had a young people’s meeting, 
and a certain young man stated during the testimony 
meeting that since hearing of the progress of this 
message and its wonderful advancement, that he felt 
all we had to do was to wait until the Lord comes. 
It shocked me that that was the conclusion he had 
come to. I tell you, we will have to work while we 
wait. I wish all of us could feel the burden of this 
thing as Jesus felt the burden of it. I wish all of us 
might feel more constrained to join in with Him to 
work to the very limit of our strength until the work 
is done. I wish we might all be as obedient to the 
heavenly commission of the advent message to all the 
world in this generation as Paul was to the heavenly 
vision which he had on the road to Damascus.

—Originally published in the Central Union Outlook, 1911
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The first was Saul of Gibeah. 
The second was Saul of Tarsus. 

The first lived in century ten B.C. 
The second lived in century one A. D. 

The first was of the tribe of Benjamin. 
The second was of the tribe of Benjamin. 

The first was a physical giant. 
The second was a moral giant. 

The first was anointed by the prophet Samuel. 
The second was anointed by the prophet Jesus. 

The first was anointed with the holy oil. 
The second was anointed with the Holy Ghost. 

The first was changed when hunting animals. 
The second was changed when hunting Christians. 

The first was converted on the road to Gibeah. 
The second was converted on the road to Damascus. 

The first hid for a time in a cave. 
The second hid for a time in Arabia. 

The first was called to a high position in the  
kingdom of Israel. 

The second was called to a high position in the  
kingdom of grace. 

The first had the care of all Israel. 
The second had the care of all the churches. 

The first magnified himself. 
The second magnified his office. 

The first was a valiant soldier in Israel. 
The second was a valiant soldier of Christ. 

The first fought with carnal weapons. 
The second fought with spiritual weapons. 

The first gave up the good fight  
and went to the bad. 

The second gave up a bad fight  
and went to the good. 

The first had a thorn in his soul. 
The second had a thorn in his flesh. 

The first ran well for a season. 
The second ran well through life. 

The first lost his faith in the conflict. 
The second kept his faith to the end. 

The first let his body ruin him. 
The second kept his body under. 

The first consulted evil spirits. 
The second cast out evil spirits. 

The first was beheaded at Gilboa. 
The second was beheaded at Rome. 

The first finished his course with sadness. 
The second finished his course with joy.

by H. A. St. John

The Two Sauls
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helpful for lung problems, prostate issues, 
and joint pain. 
Angelica Root - An energizing herb, it is 
used as an expectorant to relieve the lungs 
and throat. As a diaphoretic, it helps the 
body sweat out fevers. Angelica root also 
eases intestinal issues, gas, indigestion, 
and joint pain. 

PRICE
90 CAPSULES $17.99

SIZE

3.5 OZ. TEA $20.99
$21.99
$39.99

8.45 OZ. LIQUID
16.9 OZ. LIQUID

1 OZ. CONCENTRATE* $39.99

180 CAPSULES $29.99

*CONTAINS ALCOHOL

29

Call to Order: 1-800-468-7884 or 828-649-0278 • Visit Us Online: www.hopeforhealthusa.com

*
*



 

We would love to send 

your friends 3 samples issues 

of Hope for You!

name: name:

address: address:

City, state, Zip: City, state, Zip:

name: name:

address: address:

City, state, Zip: City, state, Zip:

Product Order Form

billing address: shipping address (if  different from billing address):
name name:

address: address:

City, state, Zip: City, state, Zip:

Telephone: Telephone

email: email

Quantity Product title Price each total

This order is prepaid by  Check/money order    masterCard    visa    discover
Please make checks payable to Hope International

Card number: _____________-_____________-_____________-_____________

expires: _______/_______  signature: _______________________________________

Total from pg. 2

subtotal

shipping (see Chart)

order Total

Ordering is Easy! usa shipping & handling Charges
(Call for International shipping rates)

Mail:    151 ascension lane • marshall, nC 28753

online: www.hopeforhealthusa.com

Call:     1-800-468-7884

$0.01 - $25.00     
$25.01 - $50.00     
$50.01 - $100.00    
$100.01 or more!     

$6.00
$9.00
$13.00
free!!

feel free to email your list to: office@hopeint.org, or use additional sheets of  paper if  you have more names than this space allows.

“He revealeth His secret 
unto His servants  

the prophets.”

Hope
for you
September 2020
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Word Search
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LIONS

MESSIAH
NATURE
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PROPHETS
REDEEMER
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SALVATION
SANCTIFICATION
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SUBMISSION
SURRENDER

TRUTH
UNDERSTANDING

WISDOM
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