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Greetings, Friends!
We pray this finds you healthy—both physically and spiritually. As we see the beginnings of spring here in the
mountains of North Carolina, we thank God for His promises that He will create new life in our hearts—renewing
our minds and sanctifying our souls.
Do you ever wonder what God’s heavenly judgment will mean for you? Do you ever worry that you might not
measure up to God’s standard for entrance into heaven? While we can all admit that even our righteousness is “as
filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6), we also have a reason for confidence: our great High Priest. This passage in the book of
Hebrews challenges us: “Seeing then that we have a great High Priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son
of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:14-16).
Boldly! What confidence we may have in the promises of God! God delights when we take Him at His word. “This
is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask any thing according to His will, He heareth us” (1 John 5:14).
Our salvation is always “according to His will.” Let us take hold of His strength, and make peace with Him (Isaiah
27:5). There is “joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth” (Luke 15:10). Let us bring joy
to heaven today!
In this issue of Hope for you, we focus on the judgment. While it may seem frightening when we think of our
sinfulness, we can rejoice with hope in God’s gift of forgiveness and righteousness. As you read, may you be inspired
with the amazing love of God. May His plan for you in the judgment bring you hope and joy. May you choose to
surrender all of yourself to His leading and love. May you come boldly to His throne, and be assured of the grace that
He will provide in every time of need.
Blessings! The Hope International Team
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“He who dwells in the heavenly sanctuary judges righteously. His pleasure is more in
His people, struggling with temptation in a world of sin, than in the host of angels that
surround His throne. In this speck of a world the whole heavenly universe manifests
the greatest interest, for Christ has paid an infinite price for the souls of its inhabitants.
The world’s Redeemer has bound earth to heaven by ties of intelligence, for the
redeemed of the Lord are here.” —E. G. White (Christ’s Object Lessons, page 176)

Words of Inspiration

Our Advocate and Judge

by Ellen G. White

suffering and sorrow endured for Christ’s sake,
is recorded. Says the psalmist: “Thou tellest my
wanderings: put Thou my tears into Thy bottle:
are they not in Thy book?” Psalm 56:8.

The books of record in heaven, in which the
names and the deeds of men are registered, are
to determine the decisions of the judgment. Says
the prophet Daniel: “The judgment was set, and
the books were opened.” The revelator, describing
the same scene, adds: “Another book was opened,
which is the book of life: and the dead were
judged out of those things which were written in
the books, according to their works.” Revelation
20:12.

There is a record also of the sins of men. “For
God shall bring every work into judgment, with
every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether
it be evil.” “Every idle word that men shall speak,
they shall give account thereof in the day of
judgment.” Says the Saviour: “By thy words thou
shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be
condemned.” Ecclesiastes 12:14; Matthew 12:36,
37. The secret purposes and motives appear in the
unerring register; for God “will bring to light the
hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest
the counsels of the hearts.” 1 Corinthians 4:5.
“Behold, it is written before Me, . . . your iniquities,
and the iniquities of your fathers together, saith
the Lord.” Isaiah 65:6, 7.

The book of life contains the names of all who
have ever entered the service of God. Jesus bade
His disciples: “Rejoice, because your names are
written in heaven.” Luke 10:20. Paul speaks of
his faithful fellow workers, “whose names are in
the book of life.” Philippians 4:3. Daniel, looking
down to “a time of trouble, such as never was,”
declares that God’s people shall be delivered,
“everyone that shall be found written in the book.”
And the revelator says that those only shall enter
the city of God whose names “are written in the
Lamb’s book of life.” Daniel 12:1; Revelation 21:27.

Every man’s work passes in review before God
and is registered for faithfulness or unfaithfulness.
Opposite each name in the books of heaven
is entered with terrible exactness every wrong
word, every selfish act, every unfulfilled duty, and
every secret sin, with every artful dissembling.
Heaven-sent warnings or reproofs neglected,
wasted moments, unimproved opportunities,
the influence exerted for good or for evil, with
its far-reaching results, all are chronicled by the
recording angel.

“A book of remembrance” is written before God,
in which are recorded the good deeds of “them
that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His
name.” Malachi 3:16. Their words of faith, their
acts of love, are registered in heaven. Nehemiah
refers to this when he says: “Remember me, O my
God, . . . and wipe not out my good deeds that I
have done for the house of my God.” Nehemiah
13:14. In the book of God’s remembrance every
deed of righteousness is immortalized. There
every temptation resisted, every evil overcome,
every word of tender pity expressed, is faithfully
chronicled. And every act of sacrifice, every

The law of God is the standard by which the
characters and the lives of men will be tested in
the judgment. Says the wise man: “Fear God, and
keep His commandments: for this is the whole
duty of man. For God shall bring every work into
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judgment.” Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14. The apostle James
admonishes his brethren: “So speak ye, and so do, as
they that shall be judged by the law of liberty.” James
2:12.

All who have truly repented of sin, and by faith
claimed the blood of Christ as their atoning sacrifice,
have had pardon entered against their names in the
books of heaven; as they have become partakers of
the righteousness of Christ, and their characters are
found to be in harmony with the law of God, their
sins will be blotted out, and they themselves will be
accounted worthy of eternal life. The Lord declares,
by the prophet Isaiah: “I, even I, am He that blotteth
out thy transgressions for Mine own sake, and will not
remember thy sins.” Isaiah 43:25. Said Jesus: “He that
overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment;
and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life,
but I will confess his name before My Father, and before
His angels.” “Whosoever therefore shall confess Me
before men, him will I confess also before My Father
which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny Me before
men, him will I also deny before My Father which is in
heaven.” Revelation 3:5; Matthew 10:32, 33.

Those who in the judgment are “accounted worthy”
will have a part in the resurrection of the just. Jesus
said: “They which shall be accounted worthy to
obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead,
. . . are equal unto the angels; and are the children
of God, being the children of the resurrection.” Luke
20:35, 36. And again He declares that “they that have
done good” shall come forth “unto the resurrection of
life.” John 5:29. The righteous dead will not be raised
until after the judgment at which they are accounted
worthy of “the resurrection of life.” Hence they will not
be present in person at the tribunal when their records
are examined and their cases decided.
Jesus will appear as their advocate, to plead in their
behalf before God. “If any man sin, we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 1 John 2:1.
“For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with
hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.”
“Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost
that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to
make intercession for them.” Hebrews 9:24; 7:25.

The deepest interest manifested among men in the
decisions of earthly tribunals but faintly represents the
interest evinced in the heavenly courts when the names
entered in the book of life come up in review before the
Judge of all the earth. The divine Intercessor presents
the plea that all who have overcome through faith in
His blood be forgiven their transgressions, that they
be restored to their Eden home, and crowned as joint
heirs with Himself to “the first dominion.” Micah 4:8.
Satan in his efforts to deceive and tempt our race had
thought to frustrate the divine plan in man’s creation;
but Christ now asks that this plan be carried into effect
as if man had never fallen. He asks for His people not
only pardon and justification, full and complete, but a
share in His glory and a seat upon His throne.

As the books of record are opened in the judgment,
the lives of all who have believed on Jesus come in
review before God. Beginning with those who first lived
upon the earth, our Advocate presents the cases of each
successive generation, and closes with the living. Every
name is mentioned, every case closely investigated.
Names are accepted, names rejected. When any have
sins remaining upon the books of record, unrepented
of and unforgiven, their names will be blotted out of the
book of life, and the record of their good deeds will be
erased from the book of God’s remembrance. The Lord
declared to Moses: “Whosoever hath sinned against
Me, him will I blot out of My book.” Exodus 32:33. And
says the prophet Ezekiel: “When the righteous turneth
away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity,
. . . all his righteousness that he hath done shall not be
mentioned.” Ezekiel 18:24.

While Jesus is pleading for the subjects of His grace,
Satan accuses them before God as transgressors. The
great deceiver has sought to lead them into skepticism,
to cause them to lose confidence in God, to separate
themselves from His love, and to break His law. Now
he points to the record of their lives, to the defects
of character, the unlikeness to Christ, which has
dishonored their Redeemer, to all the sins that he has
tempted them to commit, and because of these he
claims them as his subjects.
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Jesus does not excuse their sins, but shows
their penitence and faith, and, claiming for them
forgiveness, He lifts His wounded hands before the
Father and the holy angels, saying: I know them
by name. I have graven them on the palms of My
hands. “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a
broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not
despise.” Psalm 51:17. And to the accuser of His
people He declares: “The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan;
even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke
thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?”
Zechariah 3:2. Christ will clothe His faithful ones
with His own righteousness, that He may present
them to His Father “a glorious church, not having
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing.” Ephesians 5:27.
Their names stand enrolled in the book of life, and
concerning them it is written: “They shall walk with
Me in white: for they are worthy.” Revelation 3:4.

The work of the investigative judgment and the
blotting out of sins is to be accomplished before the
second advent of the Lord. Since the dead are to be
judged out of the things written in the books, it is
impossible that the sins of men should be blotted out
until after the judgment at which their cases are to
be investigated. But the apostle Peter distinctly states
that the sins of believers will be blotted out “when the
times of refreshing shall come from the presence of
the Lord; and He shall send Jesus Christ.” Acts 3:19,
20. When the investigative judgment closes, Christ
will come, and His reward will be with Him to give to
every man as his work shall be.
In the typical service the high priest, having made
the atonement for Israel, came forth and blessed the
congregation. So Christ, at the close of His work as
mediator, will appear, “without sin unto salvation”
(Hebrews 9:28), to bless His waiting people with
eternal life. As the priest, in removing the sins from
the sanctuary, confessed them upon the head of the
scapegoat, so Christ will place all these sins upon Satan,
the originator and instigator of sin. The scapegoat,
bearing the sins of Israel, was sent away “unto a land
not inhabited” (Leviticus 16:22); so Satan, bearing the
guilt of all the sins which he has caused God’s people
to commit, will be for a thousand years confined to the
earth, which will then be desolate, without inhabitant,
and he will at last suffer the full penalty of sin in the
fires that shall destroy all the wicked. Thus the great
plan of redemption will reach its accomplishment in
the final eradication of sin and the deliverance of all
who have been willing to renounce evil.

Thus will be realized the complete fulfillment
of the new-covenant promise: “I will forgive their
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”
“In those days, and in that time, saith the Lord, the
iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall
be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not
be found.” Jeremiah 31:34; 50:20. “In that day shall
the branch of the Lord be beautiful and glorious,
and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and
comely for them that are escaped of Israel. And it
shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and
he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy,
even everyone that is written among the living in
Jerusalem.” Isaiah 4:2, 3.

—Taken from the book, The Great Controversy, pages 480-485
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ESSENTIAL OIL RECOMMENDATION
FROM DR KAYE OLSON, ND

does not sell essential oils, but I am often asked for a recommendation,
so here is my top pick! Young Living is a faith-based company that gives
personal attention to all their customers! You will be treated with care
and kindness, as you strive to improve your health.

Oils with Megan!

Young Living takes great strides to make sure every single batch of their oils meets our specifications; if they do not, we recycle the oil back into the soil that we grow it in and try again. Gary
Young, the founder of Young Living, had a goal to get oils into the house of every person in the
world simply by word of mouth. The reason for this is because the product speaks for itself.
Megan Olson is willing to roll up her sleeves and speak with every person that reaches out to
make sure that their questions are answered, and they feel comfortable with the care plan they
are starting. The quality of our product paired with a genuine consumer whose mission is to
share the power of oils, is priceless. That is truly what makes us different!

WHAT ARE
ESSENTIAL OILS?

The purest distillation of nature, essential oils
have enhanced lives for thousands of years, and
new uses and benefits are still being discovered.

Website:
oilswithmegan.com

Email:
oilswithmeganolson@gmail.com
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Words of Health

Bladder Issues
by Dr. Kaye Olson, ND
At Hope for Health, we have heard the phrase,

Don’t smoke. We acknowledge that this is a difficult
“It is just so annoying,” spoken to us on the health habit to break!
consultation line more often than can be counted. It

However, smoking increases your risk for numerous
is usually referring to the need to take multiple trips health issues and may lead to prostate issues that could
to the bathroom at night, or other annoying bladder have been avoided if you had not smoked. It’s also
conditions. If this annoyance is part of your life, please important to avoid exposure to secondhand smoke,
air pollution, and exposure to chemicals (such as in the
read on! We often just learn to live with issues that could
workplace).
be eliminated and result in a more joyful existence!
Eat a healthy diet. Choose vegetables, fruits,
First off, if you are having bladder issues you should whole grains, high-fiber foods and plant-based
consult your physician to receive a proper diagnosis. sources of protein, such as beans and nuts. (All fruits
Second of all, the following tips are always a good and vegetables contain protein.)
idea to help with current health problems or to avoid

Limit foods high in saturated fat, refined sugar,
and sodium.

health problems in the future:
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Maintain a healthy weight. Losing excess pounds Willow causes absolutely NO side effects and is one
and keeping them off can lower your risk of prostate of the most effective herbal remedies for maintaining
and heart problems, as well as other life-threatening prostate and urinary tract health.
illnesses.
We haven’t forgotten about the women we hear
Get moving. Include physical activity in your daily from! Small Flowered Willow Herb is not just for men! It
routine. Exercise in any form helps your circulation and is an invaluable tool for women who suffer from kidney,
increases your ability to ward off serious health concerns. bladder, or urinary problems!
Manage stress. If you feel constantly on edge or
under assault, your lifestyle habits may suffer and so
might your immune system. Take steps to reduce stress —
work less and relax more! Spend time in quiet meditation
and prayer.

Many women are affected by recurrent or persistent
bladder and urinary issues, yet are unable to find relief.
You may experience the horror of the big sneeze, or the
belly laugh causing a dribble! Relief is available! Small
Flowered Willow has been shown recently to be a potent
anti-microbial and anti-inflammatory agent that tones
Research has found that 35% - 45% of adults age
and protects the entire urogenital system (which includes
60 and over do not get enough zinc. Zinc can be your
all of the reproductive organs such as the prostate, along
first line of defense, as the proper functioning of the
with the kidneys, ureters, bladder, and urethra). Please see
prostate seems to rest with zinc. Zinc is a mineral that is
the ad on page 29 of this publication for even more
found in higher concentration in the prostate than in any
details about this amazing herb.
other part of the body. If your body does not receive
enough zinc it may lead to adverse health issues.
Another annoyance, particularly for women is hair
loss. A miracle working little herb, Saw Palmetto has
Zinc is a well-known antioxidant and antimicrobial
been proven many times over to regrow hair for women
that likely gives the prostate the ability to ward off
and men! A woman whose hair loss was so significant that
infection and stabilize inflammation. Zinc is also a critical
she had to wear a hat at all times tried Saw Palmetto. It
mineral for robust testosterone levels, and the cells of the
wasn’t long before she called back excited to tell us that
male prostate require a very high concentration of zinc
she was hat free and loving her new hair! Please see the
to work optimally.
ad on page 10 for more facts about Saw Palmetto.
Hope for Health offers Zinc in our supplement line,
As we close, please remember that God has given us
you can find details about this essential trace mineral by
these herbs and lifestyle methods, so that we can enjoy
going to our website www.hopeforhealthusa.com, or by
the benefits of annoyance free-health. Praise His name!
requesting a catalog.
As mentioned at the beginning of this article, multiple
trips to the bathroom can be an annoyance and
hinder your lifestyle. Hope for Health has researched
a wonderfully effective herb: Small Flowered Willow
Herb. It has been shown to be a safe and effective way
to maintain a healthy and normal prostate (often being
effective when nothing else seems to work), and can
even help with associated problems such as: incontinence,
sexual function, and urinary urgency. Small Flowered

Dr. Kaye Olson and the Hope for Health staff are
ready and willing to answer any product or health
questions you may have. We are also happy to consult
with you regarding any diet or lifestyle changes.
Please call 828-649-0278.
If you wish to order or would like a free copy of our
informative catalog,
please call, visit our website or fill out the order sheet
at the back of this publication.
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Trust in God
Yes, the little birds find shelter,
And hum their evening prayer,
And close their weary eyelids,
Without a thought of care.
They droop their glossy heads
Mid the feathers on their breast,
And leaving God to watch them,
Thus sweetly fall to rest.
Dear cherished little sleepers,
Their merry song is still
No care for morrow’s lodging
Their gentle bosoms fill.
Guardian angels round them,
Watch with a silver rod,
For they’ve left their every sorrow
All in the care of God.
And if birds so trust our Father,
Who giveth them a home,
Why should our hearts murmur
When evil shadows come?
If God will feed the raven,
And think for all the birds,
Will He not love His children,
And listen to their words?
Ay! let us trust His goodness,
His promise and His love,
And, like the birds, be happy
With His blessing from above.
Have not a thought of trouble,
While future paths are trod,
But keep our hearts from evil,
And leave our care with God.
—Originally published in The Youth’s Instructor, November 1871
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Words of Wisdom

No Fear of Judgment

by Dr. Philip G. Samaan

secure in my loving Savior. This Son of Man was going
to take care of everything I needed for this life and the
life to come. My Redeemer, my Judge, my Advocate,
and my Vindicator is always there for me. Then how
can I but win when I entrust myself wholeheartedly
Many years ago, during a season of prayer, I
to Him! What great news that He is the Person with
remember being gripped with an indelible image
Whom we have to do.
of Christ hanging on the cross—dying not just for
the whole world, but just for me. The perfect Son of
God has entrusted our destiny to His Son Jesus Christ;
God Himself was suffering severely and dying the and we are totally in His loving and strong hands. He
second death for even a wretched sinner like me. As is our Rock in a weary land to sustain us, support us,
I contemplated that sacred image of Christ, wondrous redeem us, sanctify us, and finally glorify us. This Rock,
thoughts seized me to the core of my being—that my life who will faithfully vindicate His faithful remnant at the
was in good hands, and that my destiny was eternally end, will also vanquish the great image at the extremities
“I was watching in the night visions, and behold,
One like the Son of Man coming with the clouds of
heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, and they
brought Him near before Him.” Daniel 7:13.
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This kind of faith is urgently needed, and is
of its feet. He is the Son of Man who will give the
everlasting kingdom to the saints of the Most High, the only kind that will prove adequate to face the
and will finally “consume and destroy it [the little revived attacks of the little horn power in the last
days. Emboldened by the dragon’s power, his last
horn] forever” (Dan. 7:26, 27). . . .
attack will be the most ferocious. He will unite
God’s final remnant is to face the blasphemous
again the religious and civil powers against the
power of the little horn and its equivalent, the sea
final remnant, as he did during the 1260 years.
beast, with patience, obedience, and faithfulness
But this time around such a union will be much
(Rev. 13:10; 14:12). These three qualities closely
more potent, yet very brief. We want to be among
relate to and enforce each other. This patience
the faithful, the trusting, and obedient ones whose
(hupomone in Greek) does not convey the idea
lives are so anchored in the solid Rock that they
of resignation and helplessness in accepting
cannot be shaken. . . .
inevitable fate. It is the kind of patience that
perseveres regardless of circumstances, because
Repairers of the Breach
of the inner conviction of final victory. It is the
patience that is anchored in implicit trust in God,
God calls upon the final remnant in these
transcending difficult conditions, and joyously last days to be the repairers of the breach. The
anticipating the coming of the triumphant Lord. power of the little horn has broken down the
This implicit trust leads to loving obedience. Sabbath wall erected by God to remind us of
God is in charge, He is trustworthy, He certainly His creation and redemption. Isaiah links the
knows what He is doing, and we are in good repairing of the breach with honoring His
hands. Therefore, we rejoice in trusting and Sabbath. (See Isa. 58:12-14). This is the new
obeying Him.
generation God wants to raise up in order to

restore the truth of the Sabbath, to delight in
it and honor it, and to turn people’s hearts to
the Lord of the Sabbath as their Creator and
Savior. God’s glorious plan of salvation—from
Eden lost to Eden restored—is wrapped up in
the Sabbath. We are not called upon to simply
react to the breach made by the little horn, but
we are called to hoist high the banner of Christ
and the truth.

This kind of trust and obedience leads the final
remnant to be faithful to the end. The Greek word
the Revelator uses for faith is pistis, which in the
context can be best rendered as faith, trust, or
faithfulness. This is the faith that is not shaken
regardless of opposition. It is the same faith as
Daniel’s three companions when facing the fiery
flames. You recall their “if not” faith, don’t you?
This comes only from the complete submission
of our hearts to Christ. But even our sturdy faith
must be submerged in His faithfulness. It is His
enduring faithfulness that inspires our faith and
makes it endure through the time of trouble
until He comes. “The season of distress and
anguish before us will require a faith that can
endure weariness, delay, and hunger—a faith that
will not faint though severely tried” (The Great
Controversy, p. 621).

Here is the solemn and specific challenge
God’s messenger gives to the final remnant
concerning repairing the breach of the
Sabbath: “In the time of the end every divine
institution is to be restored. The breach made
in the law at the time the Sabbath was changed
by man, is to be repaired. God’s remnant people,
standing before the world as reformers, are to
show that the law of God is the foundation of
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Benefits of the Judgment

all enduring reform and that the Sabbath of the
fourth commandment is to stand as a memorial
of creation, a constant reminder of the power of
God. In clear, distinct lines they are to present
the necessity of obedience to all the precepts of
the Decalogue. Constrained by the love of Christ,
they are to co-operate with Him in building up
the waste places. They are to be repairers of the
breach, restorers of paths to dwell in” (Prophets
and Kings, p. 678, emphasis supplied). . . .

The pre-advent judgment has a dual purpose:
to vindicate Christ and His saints and to condemn
the little horn and his followers. Daniel states that
“a judgment was made in favor of the saints of the
Most High and the time came for the saints to
possess the kingdom” (Dan. 7:22). He also states in
verse 26 that “the court shall be seated, and they
shall take away his [the little horn’s] dominion to
consume and destroy it forever.” Utter destruction
will be the ultimate fate of the little horn and his
adherents. God will intervene in behalf of His
people, and decisively defeat him and his agents in
the midst of his war-making and seeming victory
over God’s remnant. For a while he will go to war
against us, causing pain and suffering, and making
us feel defeated. But our God is going to win that
war, and rid the universe forever from evil and evil
doers. . . .

It must be of great encouragement to us, as
God’s final remnant, to see the close camaraderie
that exists between God Himself and His faithful
followers. They suffer together under the attacks
of Satan’s medium (Dan. 7:25). Yet later on in
Daniel 7:26, 27 we see that his attacks will end in
his decisive defeat, and the suffering of God and
His saints will turn into eternal glory. Here the
divine and human destinies are interwoven in
persecution and victory, in suffering and glory.
The Lord suffers in the persons of His saints,
and the attacks that are unleashed against them
falls first on Him who stands by them. And the
kingdom of glory that Christ will receive (Dan.
7:14), He will share with His saints (Dan. 7:22,
27). Thus the concerns of heaven and earth are
linked together forever.

Some may become apprehensive about so much
talk about the judgment. They may wonder whether
the judgment is compatible with the gospel. The
word gospel in Greek means “good news.” Is that
good news a part of the judgment as well? On page
27 of his study, Great Apocalyptic Prophecies, Angel
Rodriguez addresses this question and outlines
the benefits of the pre-advent judgment. “In the
Thank God that we on this earth are on the
Scriptures the gospel and the final judgment
same winning team with heaven. This is evident
are inseparable; in fact, the gospel reaches its
in the scene of the judgment vision of Daniel
consummation at the judgment. Among the goals
7:9-14. God permits the little horn to exercise
of that judgment are:
its power, but He does not leave its power
unchecked. God boldly answers the usurpation
1. “To reveal the truth about God’s people.”
against His prerogatives and the persecution
2. “To reveal God’s justice and love.”
of His saints with His judgment. Throughout
chapter 7 God interrupts the scene of the little
3. “To reveal harmony in the universe.”
horn’s blasphemous and persecutory activities
4. “To force all humans and evil powers to
with His hopeful message, emphasized several
assume responsibility for their actions.”
times, thus revealing how much He cares for
His people and how He intervenes to vindicate
5. “To motivate personal and spiritual growth.”
them. . . .
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Question: Why isn’t Christ’s death on the cross
all that we need? Why is there need for His work of
intercession and judgment in the heavenly sanctuary?

Knowing that all things are close at hand, we
need to persevere in our daily walk with Christ.
Our saving relationship in Christ should become
our first and foremost priority in the final days of
this doomed world. There should be no guess work
or supposition regarding the eternal salvation of
our souls. Our Savior, who longs to assure us of His
salvation, asks this vitally decisive question of each
one of us, and this question must be dealt with now
while the door of the ark is still open. “For what
will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and
loses his own soul?” (Mark 8:36). You and I call
ourselves the remnant people of God. Are we now
experiencing Christ’s forgiveness for confessed
sins? Are we truly experiencing His covering of
righteousness and His assurance of salvation? . . .

1. Christ’s death on the cross provides perfect
redemption.
2. Christ’s intercession in the heavenly sanctuary
applies perfect redemption.
3. Illustration: Christ gives the “check” of
redemption signed with His own shed blood,
but we need to receive it, “cash” it, so that it can
become applicable and transformational in our
daily lives.
4. On page 489 of The Great Controversy we read:
“The intercession of Christ in man’s behalf in
the sanctuary above is as crucial to the plan
of salvation as was His death upon the cross.
By His death He began that work which after
His resurrection He ascended to complete in
heaven” (emphasis supplied).

The Son of Man
The incarnate divine Son of God has “bound
Himself to humanity by a tie that is never to
be broken” (The Desire of Ages, p. 25). … What
greater reassurance can we have? The Son of Man
who walks in our fiery furnaces, who suffers and
dies for us is the One who is our Advocate and
Judge. He is the One who is on our side in whom
we can place our full trust. A friend once told me
as we discussed this subject: “My friend, have no
fear, the Judge is here.” And this Judge is also our
loving Savior, our faithful Friend, and our mighty
Defender!

Christ our Judge has done all to secure our eternal
salvation. We are in good hands, for our Judge is our
Friend in the heavenly court, and He will decide in
favor of His faithful remnant. Jesus our Judge is also
our able Advocate, our sympathizing Intercessor,
and with His sacrifice He became our Substitute and
Surety. The One who judges us is the One who died
for us, receiving our death penalty in Himself. May
this reality about our Judge give us the confidence
Paul had when he said that “being confident of this
very thing, that He who has begun a good work in
you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ”
(Phil 1:6). That will be the glorious day when we,
“complete in Him” (Col. 2:10), and vindicated
by Him, will see Him face to face and receive our
eternal reward in glory. Come, Lord Jesus!

The four powers that appeared like beasts in
Daniel 7 symbolize political power. The strange
little horn appears as part beast and part human
(Dan. 7:8), and symbolizes a mixture of political
and religious power. But the power of the Son of
Man is totally a spiritual power, and He stands
apart from all the powers preceding Him. His
eternal kingdom is not of this world, but it will
decisively put an end to all earthly kingdoms
and be established forever. . . .

—Taken from the book, Dare to Be a Daniel, by
Philip G. Samaan, used by permission. All Scripture
references are from the New King James Version.
For information about obtaining this book, contact
Dr. Samaan at: pgs@southern.edu.
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Words from God

Our Only Advocate
4. Through whom must the confession be made?
“My little children, these things write I unto you,
that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:
and He is the propitiation for our sins: and not for
Matthew 6:6. ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.”
1 John 2:1, 2.

I. Where should we seek God?
“But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet,
and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy
Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth
in secret shall reward thee openly.”

2. How should we seek Him?
“Then shall ye call upon Me, and ye shall go and
pray unto Me, and I will hearken unto you. And ye
shall seek Me, and find Me, when ye shall search for
Me with all your heart.”

5. What assurance have we that they will be forgiven?
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.”

Jeremiah 29:12, 13.

1 John 1:9.

3. To whom should we confess our sins?
“And He said unto them, When ye pray, say,
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be
Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,
as in heaven, so in earth. Give us day by day our
daily bread. And forgive us our sins; for we also
forgive every one that is indebted to us. And
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from
evil.”

“But this shall be the covenant that I will make
with the house of Israel; after those days, saith the
Lord, I will put My law in their inward parts, and
write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and
they shall be My people. And they shall teach no
more every man his neighbour, and every man his
brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all
know Me, from the least of them unto the greatest
of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”

Luke 11:2-4.

Jeremiah 31:33, 34.
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10. In whose name are we to ask forgiveness from
6. How soon does God hear prayer?
“And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will the Father?
answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.” “And whatsoever ye shall ask in My name, that will I
Isaiah 65:24. do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye
shall ask any thing in My name, I will do it.”
John 14:13, 14.
7. What does our Advocate grant?
“Him hath God exalted with His right hand to be a
Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, 11. What must we do beside confessing our sins?
“He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but
and forgiveness of sins.”
Acts 5:31. whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have
mercy.”
Proverbs 28:13

8. How many may claim this forgiveness?
“Wherefore He is able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He
ever liveth to make intercession for them.”

12. What kind of sins can be forgiven by man?
“Then came Peter to hHm, and said, Lord, how oft
Hebrews 7:25. shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him?
till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto
thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times
9. Who alone has power on earth to forgive sins?
seven.”
“But that ye may know that the Son of man hath
Matthew 18:21, 22.
power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith He to
the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go
unto thine house.”
Matthew 9:6.

“He is able also to save them to the
uttermost
that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.”
—Hebrews 7:25
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Words of Testimony

Luther: The Man That Rocked the Triple Crown
by Micah Zummach
It is nearly midnight, October 30, 1517. Frederick, Elector
of Saxony, lies in his bed, pondering how he can best honor
God and the saints. He had slept for a couple of hours, but
this thought had awoken him, and now he cannot shake it.
Finally, sleep again comes over him.

Luther’s childhood was a hard one. His parents bestowed
upon him all the love and care they could, but the family
was so poor Luther was often required to obtain his supper
by singing from door to door. This, though, shaped his
character, preparing him for the work God had for him.

No sooner have his eyelids shut, than a monk appears
before him requesting to write something on the church door
in Wittenberg, with all the holy saints behind him, telling
him that God has given the monk a message.

By the age of 18, his situation had improved. He enrolled
at the University of Erfurt. While at the University, Luther
found a Latin text of the Scriptures in the University
library. As he slowly turned the pages in awe and wonder,
a sense of the Spirit of God, and his need of a Savior began
to fall upon him as never before, and its affects were longlasting.

Frederick gives his consent, and the whole procession
moves off to the church. At the Church, the monk pulls out
a quill and begins to write in such large letters that Fredrick
can read them from his castle! As he watches, Frederick
sees that the back of the quill reaches all the way to Rome,
piercing a lion through the ears, and rattling so violently,
that as it sways it begins to rock the Pope’s triple crown. He
reaches out to catch the crown as it begins to fall, and then
finds himself in his bed reaching into the air.

Not long after this, Luther was traveling between two
cities, when a violent storm arose. It lit up the sky with
its flashes of lightning, a bolt of which struck very near
Luther. Terrified, and expecting at any moment to be
struck, Luther called out to one of the saints, and vowed
that if he made it to his destination safely, he would devote
himself to the monastic life. True to his word, and much
to his father’s displeasure, Luther entered an Augustinian
monastery shortly thereafter.

Determining not to let the dream trouble him, he falls
back asleep. But it continues! The monk continues to write,
and as he does, the lion roars and all the leaders of the Holy
Roman Empire run to Rome to try to break the quill, but
to no avail! Again, Fredrick awakes, amazed at the dream’s
continuation.

Here he began to perform all the self-disciplines of a
Monk, and so determined was he to fulfill his rites and
duties that he later said:

Sleep again comes over him, only for the dream to continue
once more! As the leaders try their hardest to break the quill,
they soon decide it is hopeless. As they disperse, Frederick
ventures to ask the monk where he obtained such a long,
strong quill. To this the monk replies that the quill came
from a 100-year-old Bohemian goose and was given to him
by one of his schoolteachers.

“I was indeed a pious monk, and followed the
rules of my order more strictly than I can express.
If ever monk could obtain heaven by his monkish
works, I should certainly have been entitled to it....
If it had continued much longer, I should have
carried my mortifications even to death.”
After a time, Luther was ordained as a priest and given
a professorship at the University of Wittenberg, where,
having access to the Scriptures in their original languages,
he applied himself to much study. It was also here that he
began preaching.

Suddenly, Frederick opens his eyes to see the sun streaming
through his window. October 31,1517 has dawned.
Martin Luther was born to Hans and Margarethe Luther
on November 10, 1483, in Eisleben, Germany. Soon after
his birth, his father moved the family to Mansfeld, where
he was in charge of several copper mines.

Soon, an opportunity arose for Him to go to Rome on
pilgrimage. Feeling it a great privilege, he soon set out, and
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after many weeks of walking, he crested the hill overlooking
Rome. Looking upon what he thought to be the holiest city
on earth, he was overcome with emotion. But how sorely
was he to be disappointed!
Once down in the city, he found it to be full of some
of the worst evils and vices known to man, and almost
everything he looked upon added to his horror.
Around this time, a promise of indulgence had been
made for all those who would ascend the so-called
“Pilot’s Staircase” on their knees. Luther, wanting to take
advantage of this offer, endeavored to do so. As he climbed,
a text thundered into his mind. “The just shall live by faith”
(Romans 1:17). Astonished and confused, he quickly rose
to his feet and left the place.
He soon returned home to Wittenberg and continued
his study of the Scriptures. Now, with this new revelation
in mind, he began to see things he had not noticed before.
About this time, the Pope declared that St. Peters Basilica,
in Rome, was to be rebuilt. The project would be extensive
(it ended up lasting over 120 years) and would drain the
Papal treasuries. To raise funds, the Pope announced that
indulgences were to be sold all over the empire.

Within days, Luther’s 95 Theses, as they came to be called,
were spread throughout Germany, and after several weeks,
they had reached to every extremity of the Holy Roman
Empire.

In Germany, a friar by the name of Johann Tetzel was
assigned to be the salesman of these indulgences. He soon
set out, selling these licenses to sin, all over the country.

As a result, Luther was summoned to Rome to answer
to the charge of heresy. But some of Luther’s friends,
fearful for his life, managed to have the hearing moved to
Augsburg. Here Luther faced a representative of the Pope
who, with all his might, attempted to make Luther recant.
Luther would do no such thing. In the end, Luther left the
hearing just as strong as before.

Many of Luther’s parishioners were among those who
bought indulgences from Tetzel, and they soon came to
Luther for confession. They produced these indulgences as
proof of their right to be provided absolution. But Luther,
appalled at the thought of purchasing salvation with
money, refused to accept them.

After returning to Wittenberg, Luther found the wrath
of the Pope to be no less virulent. A Papal bull was soon
issued, declaring Luther and all those who followed him,
to be heretics. They were to be excommunicated.

Angered at this, these parishioners returned to Tetzel,
demanding that they be given their money back, because
their confessor counted the indulgences as invalid. Enraged,
Tetzel declared that he had been given authority by the Pope
to burn any heretic who dared discredit these indulgences.

A time of crisis had arrived. Up until now, Luther had
stood strong, but what would he do in the face of this
crisis? What would happen next?

Luther then began to preach against indulgences from
the pulpit in his church, but to no avail. The sale of
indulgences continued.

By nailing his 95 Theses to the church door, Luther had
rocked the triple crown. However, the events that happened
next would not only continue to rock it, they would be the
beginning of its fall!

He then decided that more drastic measures were
needed. He wrote up a series of challenges to the Papal
doctrine of indulgences called “Disputation on the Power
and Efficacy of Indulgences,” and on October 31st, 1517, the
eve of All Saints Day, he posted them on the church door
in Wittenberg. It was a direct challenge! It was a challenge
the Pope could not ignore!

—To be continued...

Micah Zummach writes from Asheboro, North Carolina. He enjoys
woodworking, gardening, and writing. He is the owner of Parable
Gardens, a small gardening operation serving the community
with organic produce and plants (www.parablegardens.com).
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Words for Parents

Nature Teaching

by Luella Wells

happened. It affected the whole human family. We have
always had to study its pages as it came from their hands
stained and blurred.

God is the author of the two greatest books in the
universe. One of them is the Book of Nature. When it was
first written, its living lessons were perfect. Its Author’s
image could be seen reflected on every page.

The other book which was written was the Word of God
and serves as a basis to the Book of Nature. In fact, the two
books have the same aim, contain the same principles,
and are governed by the same laws. The Author has given
us a key to these wonderful books which is found in the
invitation, “Acquaint now thyself with Him” (Job 22:21).
This acquaintance with God will bring us into such close
fellowship with Him that as we behold His handiwork we
will hear His voice speaking to our souls.

With a heart of love God presented this book to Adam
and Eve with all its hidden mysteries. How they did enjoy
studying it. For a time, its lessons engrossed their whole
attention. They studied it daily. They loved to talk of its
Author, and all He had done for them.
But one day, through their carelessness and
thoughtlessness, this wonderful lesson book became not
only soiled but almost ruined. It was a sad day when this
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field will be an agreeable change. Children’s tender years
should not be spent in the schoolroom pouring over
books, but in the great world of science obtaining a love
for the beautiful.

This is soul communion such as the Saviour had with
the Father and nature as He walked alone in the early
morning upon the hills which surround Nazareth. Of
Him it is said, “And the Child grew, and waxed strong in
spirit, filled with wisdom” (Luke 2:40).

To watch the tiny seeds and bulbs spring into living
green creates wonder and admiration. Even little souls
respond to the expression of God’s mighty power and
love displayed in each tiny bulb. This complete change or
re-creation in the bulb portrays clearly the new birth in
the Christian’s life.

Coming in direct contact with God’s great out-ofdoors cultivates the imagination and perceptive powers.
It teaches accurate observation and gives the child a
practical and helpful working knowledge by use of
materials. It arouses his interest, broadens his horizon,
and develops his power of expression.

We cannot see it working but we can behold its results.
So the Christian will show forth in loving deeds the
power working within.

One of the greatest principles in teaching nature is
interest. One writer has put it this way, “When one ceases
to interest, he ceases to profit.” A lack of interest is usually
owing to a fault in the method of teaching. Nature’s lessons
are always truthful and can be verified, but to have theory
before fact gives hazy ideas and dampens enthusiasm.

One way to bring out these lessons is by a field excursion.
It may be planned for the home or school. First a talk
should be given to those who are going which will lead
them into the field of inquiry. With notebook in hand
and a definite idea of what is required, the trip should be
a success. This is one of the greatest aids in laying a sure
foundation for true education.

A short story or a few questions asked which will set
the child thinking and observing is usually all that is
necessary. Ask him if he has heard of the jug builders
and masons among the wasps, the carpenter and miner
among the bees, or the lion and farmers among the ants.

But even with these facts engraved in living lessons, a
child will have conflicting ideas. The power that holds
the worlds in space is the unseen power that pervades
all living things. But whose power is it in the storm and
tempest? Who created the briers and thorns? It is the
same old story so often told of how the lesson book was
spoiled.

Tell the story of how one of our great engineers learned to
build tunnels under the rivers from watching a tiny creature
at his daily work. Let him tell which one could teach such
a lesson. The questions should be within the range of a
child’s opportunity to investigate. It is not necessary that
everything be explained. Young eyes are keen and enjoy the
thrill of new ideas. To know that something is beyond that
is not discovered invigorates the mind, stirs up enthusiasm,
and leads onward to greater knowledge.

But it will not always be so. Life is a school. The world
our lesson book. A careful record has been kept of all the
lessons learned and those who have been faithful in using
the key will pass the final test with honors, and enter a
higher school from which they will never graduate.

A careful personal observation of form and life will
build up a classification in the child’s mind. Although
he may observe facts, it is only when he discerns these
for himself that his real interest will mold them over and
make them his own. A source of companionship will
grow out of such investigation.

This school is only preparatory to a higher one. The
lessons which are difficult now will all be made plain.
With Jesus as our teacher, we will take field excursions
such as we have never known and will revel in the glories
of eternity.

As a boy roams over the wooded hills, noting the birds
which view the world in their flight, or wades in the
brook watching the antics of the frog, he acquires more
than mere information. He is gaining a healthy, robust
constitution and a love of nature which will serve as a
factor in relaxation in later years.

—This article originally appeared in The Home and School, October 1926

Need inspiration or ideas for spending quality time outside with your
children? A website encouraging families to spend at least 1000 hours
outside throughout the year has a lot of useful information and ideas.
Check it out at www.1000hoursoutside.com.
Views expressed on this website are not necessarily endorsed by Hope
International. However, there are many excellent resources that we believe
will be helpful as you explore God’s creation.

To the nervous child who finds lessons from books
difficult and hard to remember, work in the garden and
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Words for the Young at Hear t

Testing Time
“I would much rather go home. Mother needs
my help,” replied the youth, apparently a trifle
disappointed at the change of prospects.

Editor’s Note: This story was originally published in
The Youth’s Instructor, March 5, 1907. It hails back to
a time when apprenticeship and careful workmanship
were honored and prized as the way to prove your
ability and aptitude for your desired profession. While
the situation may be dated, the message is timeless.

“But it’s the custom, my boy,” argued the master,
kindly. “Not a town or village in all Germany
would give you a workshop without at least a dozen
“Well, Heinrich, your apprenticeship will be good recommendations, from as many different
finished this week. I will write my credentials, and employers, in as many different places. This proof
by Monday you will be ready to take the footpath of your having seen the world, and studied the
for a year’s travel and rough experience, to make a workmanship of a dozen different masters is an
man of you, eh?”
indispensable passport to a German workshop,
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and, with your good habits, is all you need to make his different, and not always agreeable, masters,
you a master carpenter before long.”
and obtaining from each a certificate of excellent
workmanship and character.
The good habits here referred to were Heinrich’s
sober, cheerful industry and his favorite hobby of
With these accumulating in his pocket, he felt
improving or mending whatever came within the himself growing rich; not, indeed, in money, but in
reach of his ever-ready hammer.
hope and self-reliance and energy — those healthy
stimulants to enterprise which make noble-minded
Many a loose board or garden fence was thus
youths exemplary men.
nailed, during his evening walks, and the owners,
at first ashamed to acknowledge the debt their
His trial year was almost over. With the
negligence incurred, came one by one to patronize perseverance of a stout heart, he had patiently borne
Heinrich’s employer, and congratulate him on his his loneliness and hardships, looking ahead with
smart apprentice.
the steady eye of hope. He was yet some distance
from his home village, when someone hailed him:
Master Eberhardt would gladly have retained
Heinrich in his employ, at good wages, if he thereby
“Hey, wanders-man! If you are going my way, you
could have obtained that variety of information may have my company.”
and self-reliance which nothing but interaction
“All right!” laughed Heinrich, amused at the
with strangers could give.
stranger’s forward manner.
He was proud of his apprentice, and determined
“Your trade, comrade?”
that he should be nothing less than master, not only
of his trade, but of himself, and any situation in
“Carpenter.”
which he might be placed.
“Aha! then we are on the same errand —
Accordingly, the following Monday, Heinrich, answering the advertisement yonder village issued
a lonely wanderer on the highway, with knapsack for a master carpenter?”
and bag of tools thrown over his shoulders, strode
“I did not know there was a vacancy. But if there
out much more bravely than he felt.
is, I shall certainly apply for it,” replied Heinrich,
“So, I am at last what people call ‘In der Freinde.’ hopefully.
Whatever power there may be in this journeyman’s
“You are too young for a chance. I am at least ten
‘open sesame,’ one doesn’t feel very jolly anyhow,” he
muttered, smiling a little sourly in spite of himself. years older, and can build a house as well as spin a
yarn.”
He tried to hum one of those happy ballads the
“I am not too young to know my business and
journeymen sing on the road; but, somehow, as he
looked over the wide expanse ahead, his voice failed attend to it properly,” was Heinrich’s nettled reply,
him. How could he sing? Alone, behind him a dear as he quickened his steps, which brought them to
home, a dearer mother. Before him a long trial year the gardens on the outskirts of the village.
to weigh his worth and determine his whole future.
“There’ll be dozens of applicants,” resumed the
Heavy-hearted, but resolute, he journeyed from stranger; “the village is rich, and the position will
village to village, and town to town, working be a soft bed for somebody. If I get it, you may be
steadily, obeying promptly, and serving faithfully my assistant; I rather like your—”
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“Wait a minute, till I get that gate fixed,”
Here quite a number of candidates were
interrupted Heinrich, producing his ever-ready assembled, and closely questioned by the master.
hammer and nails to fasten the cross-slat of Heinrich’s heart beat high, as he presented his
somebody’s gate.
credentials and prepared to answer questions.
The candidates grinned, his companion nudged
“Ha, ha! I see you are a freshman,” laughed
him, and the master smiled discouragingly, as,
his companion. “You don’t suppose any old
without asking any question, he returned the
journeyman would ruin himself by doing jobs
certificates.
for nothing?”
“Very good, my boy, very good; but you are
The young journeyman was driving in the last
too young altogether. The successful applicant
nail, when he replied, with half an apology: —
is yonder burly chap. But as my choice has yet
“I hate to see things going to ruin, and often the
to be confirmed by Herr Burgomaster, those of
peasants have no time to attend to these things.”
you who wish to make application may await his
Another five-minutes’ walk brought them, after arrival.”
some inquiries, to the door of the carpenter’s
Heinrich was about to leave, dejected and
workshop.
full of bitterness at his own presumption, when
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the tall figure of the burgomaster appeared,
“No,” laughed the carpenter, shaking
throwing a searching glance over the assembled hands with Heinrich, and congratulating
men. His eyes brightened instantly as they fell the burgomaster on his good judgment. And
on Heinrich’s youthful form.
Heinrich, marching on the road for home
with buoyant steps, sang all those happy songs
“Aha! You’re the one,” he exclaimed, leading
which a year ago seemed a cruel mockery to
him to the surprised carpenter, with the
the then new-fledged journeyman, who was
question: “Examined his certificates?”
looking into the future with such a heavy heart.
“Yes, they are excellent; but —”
After a month’s leave of absence, in which to
“Then he is my choice. Have you a better?”
settle his affairs and move with his mother to
the village, Heinrich was invested with the full
“Why, yes, I have, Herr Burgomaster — one of
dignity and responsibility of master carpenter of
a more suitable age,” remonstrated the surprised
the village, to the satisfaction of the villagers, who
carpenter.
soon learned to appreciate his habit of mending
“My choice is rather young,” admitted the and straightening things as he went along.
magistrate. “But this morning I happened to
Now, just one word with my young readers,
overhear a conversation between this chap
and another one, and before I knew what this all of whom will sometime have their trial
one was about, Neighbor Braun’s gate, which year. When, like our hero, you view this great
had long been in a dilapidated condition, was expanse before you, free from apprenticeship,
mended by him. Now,” he continued, “it seems free to act and choose, but bewildered and
to me that the boy who works because he can’t burdened with a vague sense of loneliness,
see things going to ruin, is more desirable for then be firm, be brave. You are treading the
our village than a man who can build a house as scale of success.
well as spin a yarn.”
“Be sure you are right, then go ahead,” and
“Once more, Master Carpenter, he’s my choice. the world will see your faithfulness and God
will reward your efforts.
Have you a better?”

“Seest thou a man diligent in his business?
he shall stand before kings;
he shall not stand before mean men.”

—Proverbs 22:29
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Words of the Pioneers

The Nature of the Judgment
by Steven N. Haskell
The judgment is spoken of by every Bible writer.
It is mentioned over a thousand times in the Sacred
Writings. It is more solemn than death; for death
separates friends only until the resurrection, but the
judgment separates them forever. No one can escape
it. To ignore the thought of the judgment and live
without preparing for it, will not evade it. Solomon
recognized this fact when he wrote, “Rejoice, O young
man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer thee in the
days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart,
and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for
all these things God will bring thee into judgment.”
Ecclesiastes 11:9.

the Saviour covers with the spotless robe of His
righteousness; and the judge, looking upon it, sees only
the sacrifice of His Son, and the record is, “Accepted in
the Beloved.” Who can reject such infinite love?

The decisions of earthly courts may often be changed
by money and friends, and the guilty may be released;
but not so the heavenly court. There every one must
meet the record of his own life. “Every one . . . shall
give account of himself to God.” Romans 14:12. Earthly
parents have been known to sacrifice everything they
possessed to save one child from the condemnation of
earthly courts. Think you our heavenly Father would
let Satan destroy all His children without an effort to
save them? He risked all heaven for their sakes, “God
so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. No human being
can face his life record in the books of heaven, and
escape condemnation, unless belief in Christ and a
love for His service is a part of that record.

Through their writings, Payne and Voltaire have
made more infidels since their death than while living.
A just sentence could not be passed upon them until the
record of the lives of those who had been lost through
their influence, appeared as witnesses in their case. On
the other hand, the influence of the righteous is like
the waves on the surface of a lake, which continue to
widen until they reach the shore. Abel, “being dead,
yet speaketh” (Hebrews 11:4). Wycliffe, that fearless
man of God, could not have been judged at the close
of his life, for thousands have been enlightened by
the influence of his life since his voice was hushed in
death.

The judgment involves, first, the investigation of
every case, the testimony of witnesses, and the plea of
the advocate, if there is an advocate. Then comes the
decision of the court; after that follows the execution
of the sentence rendered by the court. A just sentence
cannot be rendered in any court until the witnesses
have borne their testimony; for that reason a just
sentence could not be executed upon an individual at
death.

If the Bible record were silent upon this point, it
would still be apparent at a glance that the judgment
could not be held before the last generation had lived
their life; but the Bible is not silent. The date of the
opening of this great tribunal was revealed by the
Lord thousands of years before it took place. Peter
taught the same truth. “Repent ye therefore, and be
converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when

Christ, the heavenly Advocate, will plead the cases of
all who have given Him their sins. He says, “I, even I,
am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for My own
sake, and will not remember thy sins.” Isaiah 43:25.
The life record, scarlet with sins and wretchedness,
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It is a source of great rejoicing to know that our
the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of
the Lord; and He shall send Jesus Christ, which before names are written in heaven (Luke 10:20), but the
was preached unto you.” Acts 3:19, 20. The sins will be life must be in harmony with heavenly things if our
names are to remain with the righteous. The names of
blotted out just before the coming of the Lord.
The investigative judgment is an examination of the wicked do not remain in the book of life (Exodus
the life record kept in heaven. Daniel says that when 32:33; Revelation 13:8; 17:8); they are written in the
the judgment was set, “the books were opened” earth; for all their hopes and affections have clung to
(Daniel 7:9, 10). There are several books mentioned earthly things. When the cases of all whose hearts are
in connection with the records of heaven. The book of the dwelling-place of the Most High and whose lives
remembrance records even the thoughts of the heart show forth His character, come up in the heavenly
(Malachi 3:16). How just and merciful is our God that court, Jesus Christ the righteous will be their Advocate
He takes cognizance of it when we only think upon His (1 John 2:1). He will confess their names before the
name! Often when pressed by temptation, our souls Father and before the angels. Their sins will be blotted
cry out after the living God, and a faithful record is out, and they will be clothed with the white raiment of
kept of it all. Many deeds are done in darkness, hidden Christ’s righteousness.

On the day of atonement in the typical service only
those sins which had been confessed and transferred
to the sanctuary through the sin-offering, were carried
out and laid upon the head of the scapegoat. In the
investigative judgment, only the cases of those who
have confessed their sins will be investigated. Their
names will be in the book of life, and Peter states,
“Judgment must begin at the house of God; and if it
first begin at us what shall the end be of them that obey
not the gospel of God?” 1 Peter 4:17. The cases of those
Our daily conversation, the words spoken without who have not served God will go by default. There will
thought, we may count of little worth, but “every idle be no one to present them. They have no advocate in
word that men shall speak, they shall give account the heavenly court.
Sad indeed will be the state of those who have started
thereof in the day of judgment: for by thy words thou
shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be on the heavenly way, but after experiencing the joy of
condemned” (Matthew 12:36,37). Words are the index sins forgiven and the peace of God in the heart, have
of the heart, “for out of the abundance of the heart the returned to the world and its follies. Their names have
mouth speaketh” (Matthew 12:34). The place of birth been written in the book of life, and their cases will be
and the environment, everything that can in any way presented, but only to have the sentence, “Unfaithful,”
influence the life record, is all recorded in the books of passed upon them, and their names blotted forever
from the book of life.
heaven (Psalm 87:4-6).
from even the most intimate associates; but when the
books of heaven are opened, God “will bring to light
the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest
the counsels of the heart” (1 Corinthians 4:5). “For
God shall bring every work into judgment, with every
secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.”
Ecclesiastes 12:14. Not only the deeds are recorded,
but the motives or counsels of the heart that prompted
the deed; and of the bitter tears of repentance shed in
secret the Lord says, Are they not all in My book?

When the Saviour comes in the clouds of heaven, He
will give reward to the righteous; but final judgment
upon the wicked cannot yet be executed, for all are
to be judged “out of those things which were written
in the books, according to their works” (Revelation
20:12).

The most wonderful book of all the heavenly records
that pertain to humanity, is the book of life. This book
contains the names of all who have professed the
name of Christ (Philippians 4:3). To have one’s name
recorded in that book is the highest honour given to
mortals (Luke 10:19,20).
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tortured the saints of God, witnesses will be there
who can say, “We are the ones who burned to light
his garden.” Redeemed ones gathered out of every age
will sit in judgment on the cases of the wicked, and the
punishment will be meted out to each one according to
his works.

During the thousand years following the second
advent of Christ to the earth, the righteous will join
with Christ in judging the wicked (Revelation 20:4;
1 Corinthians 6:2,3). Then the justice of God in
condemning the wicked will be demonstrated before
all. The fact that they had no part in the first, or
investigative judgment, that their names were not in
the book of life, and no one represented them in the
court of heaven, is sufficient to condemn them. The
books of heaven, containing a faithful record of their
lives, condemn them. The witness of the angels who
have kept the record also condemns them; but with all
that evidence, God has each name considered by the
saints from the earth.

In the day of judgment, God will call to the heavens
above. He will call for the records that have been by
angels, records of men’s lives, of the words they have
spoken, of the deeds they have done; even the most secret
acts will then be called upon to bear testimony, for “our
God shall come, and shall not keep silence; a fire shall
devour before Him, and it shall be very tempestuous
round about Him. He shall call to the heavens from
above, and to the earth, that He may judge His people.”
There is one class of people who will then be gathered.
He says, “Gather My saints together unto Me; those
that have made a covenant with Me by sacrifice.” And
the heavens shall declare His righteousness, for God is
judge Himself. Psalm 50:3-6.

There will be many among the lost who have been
accounted righteous; and if they should be destroyed
without an examination of the records by the saints,
there might be occasion to question the justice of God;
but when the records reveal how some have worked
from selfish motives, and others have been guilty of
cherished sins covered from the view of their fellow
This day of God’s investigative judgment we have
men, the awfulness of sin and the long-suffering of now entered, and the executive part of it will take place
God will be appreciated.
at the close of probation, after the witnesses have borne
The Saviour said that those who had followed Him their testimony.
while here on earth would judge the twelve tribes of
When the judgment of the wicked closes, the saints,
Israel (Matthew 19:27,28). Then when the records the angels, and all the universe will be in harmony with
revealing the fact that the chief priests cried, Crucify the decisions rendered. At the end of the thousand
Him! crucify Him! are opened in heaven, John, who years, when fire from heaven devours the wicked as
followed his Lord through that cruel trial, will be able “stubble fully dry” (Nahum 1:9,10), all the universe will
to say, “I heard them speak the awful words.”
say, “Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous
As the long list of names is brought in review, the are Thy judgments” (Revelation 16:7).
saints can appear as witnesses. When the tyrant
—Taken from the book, The Cross and Its Shadow, pages 230-237
Nero’s name comes up, and the record states how he
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how this herb improved my life!" ~ J.D.
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“For the wages of sin is
death; but the gift of God
is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Name:

Name:

Address:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

City, State, Zip:

Name:

Name:

Address:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

City, State, Zip:

Feel free to email your list to: office@hopeint.org, or use additional sheets of paper if you have more names than this space allows.

Product Order Form
Billing Address:

Shipping Address (if different from Billing Address):

Name

Name:

Address:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone:

Telephone

Email:

Email

Quantity

Product Title

This order is prepaid by  Check/Money Order  MasterCard  Visa  Discover
Please make checks payable to Hope International

Price Each

Total

Total from pg. 2
Subtotal

Card Number: _____________-_____________-_____________-_____________
Shipping (See Chart)

Expires: _______/_______ Signature: _______________________________________
Order Total

Ordering is Easy!
Mail: 151 Ascension Lane • Marshall, NC 28753
Online: www.hopeforhealthusa.com
Call: 1-800-468-7884

USA Shipping & Handling Charges
(Call for International Shipping Rates)

$0.01 - $25.00
$25.01 - $50.00
$50.01 - $100.00
$100.01 or more!

$6.00
$9.00
$13.00

FREE!!
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